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Eaton Fuller 15-Speed Transmission Diagram: A Complete Guide for 
Mechanics and Enthusiasts

In the world of heavy-duty industrial equipment, the Eaton Fuller 15-speed transmission stands out as a robust,

reliable, and highly efficient power transfer solution. Whether you’re a seasoned mechanic, a maintenance

technician, or an equipment buyer, understanding the inner workings of this transmission is essential. This article

dives deep into the Eaton Fuller 15-speed transmission diagram, explaining every component, gear ratio, and

maintenance tip you’ll need to keep your machinery running smoothly.
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Overview of the Eaton Fuller 15-Speed Transmission

The Eaton Fuller 15-speed transmission is a hydraulic and mechanical powerhouse designed for heavy-duty

industrial applications such as construction, mining, and manufacturing. It offers a wide range of gear ratios that

allow operators to match power output to load demands precisely. The transmission’s modular design makes it

easy to service and replace parts, which is why it remains a favorite among fleet operators worldwide.

At its core, the transmission combines a series of planetary gearsets, a torque converter, and a hydraulic pump to

deliver smooth, efficient power delivery. The 15-speed designation refers to the number of selectable forward gears,

each with a unique ratio that balances torque and speed for various operating conditions.

Historical Background and Evolution

Eaton Fuller’s lineage dates back to the early 20th century when the Fuller Company pioneered the first hydraulic

transmissions for heavy equipment. Over the decades, Eaton acquired Fuller and integrated its technologies into a

broader portfolio of industrial power solutions.

The 15-speed model was introduced in the late 1990s as a response to the growing demand for versatile

transmissions capable of handling increasingly complex machinery. Since its launch, the design has undergone

several refinements, including:

•  Improved torque converter efficiency



•  Enhanced gear tooth geometry for smoother engagement

•  Upgraded hydraulic fluid dynamics for better heat dissipation

•  Integration of electronic control modules for automated gear shifting

These upgrades have made the Eaton Fuller 15-speed transmission a benchmark for reliability and performance.

Technical Specifications and Key Features

Below is a concise snapshot of the most important technical specs:

•  Power Rating: 200–800 horsepower (variable depending on application)

•  Weight: Approximately 1,200–1,500 lbs

•  Dimensions: 48” L × 24” W × 30” H (approx.)

•  Gear Ratios: 15 selectable forward gears ranging from 0.25× to 5.0×

•  Torque Converter: 150–300 lb-ft (variable)

•  Hydraulic Pump: Variable displacement for optimal fluid flow

•  Operating Temperature: 40–120°F (fluid)

•  Recommended Fluid: Eaton Fuller''s proprietary hydraulic oil (or equivalent)

These specifications provide a baseline for selecting the right transmission for a particular machine or application.

The Transmission Diagram: A Step-by-Step Breakdown

Understanding the eaton fuller 15 speed transmission diagramis crucial for diagnosing issues, planning

maintenance, and performing repairs. Below, we walk through the main components as depicted in a typical

diagram.

1. Input Shaft

The input shaft connects directly to the engine or prime mover. It transmits torque into the transmission’s gear

system. In the diagram, the input shaft is often labeled “I” and is positioned at the top of the schematic.

2. Torque Converter

Located immediately after the input shaft, the torque converter allows for fluid coupling between the engine and the

transmission. It offers variable torque multiplication and smooth starts. The diagram usually shows the converter as

a series of concentric circles representing the pump, turbine, and stator.

3. Planetary Gear Sets

Planetary gear sets are the heart of the 15-speed transmission. The diagram illustrates each gear set as a central

sun gear, a ring gear, and multiple planet gears. The sun gear is driven by the torque converter, while the ring gear

is usually fixed to the housing. The planet gears rotate around the sun gear and transmit motion to the output shaft.

4. Selector Valve

The selector valve determines which gear set is engaged. It is controlled by hydraulic pressure and can be

manually or electronically actuated. In the diagram, the selector valve is often depicted as a hydraulic cylinder with

a set of valves branching to different gear sets.

5. Output Shaft

The output shaft delivers the final power to the machine’s drivetrain or wheels. It is labeled “O” in the diagram and is

often connected to a differential or final drive.



6. Hydraulic Pump and Reservoir

The hydraulic pump supplies fluid pressure to the selector valve and other hydraulic components. The reservoir is

shown as a tank connected to the pump. The diagram may illustrate a return line that brings fluid back to the

reservoir.

7. Cooling System

Efficient cooling is essential for maintaining optimal fluid temperature. The diagram often includes a cooling jacket

or a dedicated cooling line that circulates coolant through the transmission housing.

8. Seals and Gaskets

Seals and gaskets prevent fluid leaks and keep contaminants out. The diagram typically marks these with small

circles or shading, indicating their placement around shafts and housings.

9. Sensors and Electronic Control Module (ECM)

Modern Eaton Fuller transmissions incorporate sensors for temperature, pressure, and speed, feeding data to an

ECM that automates gear shifting. The diagram may show sensor lines leading to a small electronic box labeled

“ECM.”

Understanding Gear Ratios and Their Applications

Gear ratios define how many times the output shaft turns for each revolution of the input shaft. The Eaton Fuller 15-

speed transmission offers a range of ratios to accommodate different operating scenarios.

Below is a simplified table of typical gear ratios for a 15-speed model. Note that actual ratios may vary by specific

variant:

•  Gear 1 – 0.25× (High torque, low speed)

•  Gear 2 – 0.35×

•  Gear 3 – 0.50×

•  Gear 4 – 0.65×

•  Gear 5 – 0.85×

•  Gear 6 – 1.00× (Neutral)

•  Gear 7 – 1.20×

•  Gear 8 – 1.40×

•  Gear 9 – 1.60×

•  Gear 10 – 1.85×

•  Gear 11 – 2.15×

•  Gear 12 – 2.50×

•  Gear 13 – 2.90×

•  Gear 14 – 3.40×

•  Gear 15 – 5.00× (Maximum speed, low torque)

Choosing the right gear is critical. For heavy loads or steep inclines, lower gears (1–4) provide the necessary

torque. For high-speed operations, higher gears (10–15) reduce engine RPM and improve fuel efficiency.

Routine Maintenance and Troubleshooting

Regular maintenance extends the life of the Eaton Fuller 15-speed transmission. Below are the key steps and best

practices.



1. Fluid Check and Replacement

1.  Inspect fluid level at the dipstick or sight glass.

2.  Check fluid color and clarity; it should be amber and free of metal shavings.

3.  Replace fluid every 1,000–2,000 operating hours, or per manufacturer’s recommendation.

4.  Use the recommended hydraulic oil grade (typically 10W-30 or 15W-40).

2. Seal Inspection

•  Inspect all seals for cracks or wear.

•  Replace seals immediately if any leakage is detected.

•  Use proper sealant to prevent future leaks.

3. Gearbox Cleaning

1.  Remove the transmission cover carefully.

2.  Use a non-abrasive brush to clean gear surfaces.

3.  Wipe all components with a lint-free cloth.

4.  Check for metal shavings or debris that may indicate wear.

4. Hydraulic System Inspection

•  Check the hydraulic pump for proper operation.

•  Inspect hoses for cracks, leaks, or bulges.

•  Verify that the hydraulic pressure is within spec.

5. Cooling System Check

1.  Ensure coolant flow is uninterrupted.

2.  Check the cooling jacket for blockages.

3.  Replace coolant as per the maintenance schedule.

6. Sensor and ECM Testing

•  Use a diagnostic scanner to read sensor outputs.

•  Verify that the ECM is receiving accurate data.

•  Check for fault codes and address them promptly.

Common Issues and How to Fix Them

Even with diligent maintenance, certain problems can arise. Below are the most frequent issues and practical

solutions.

1. Gear Slipping or Shifting Problems

Caused by worn selector valve seals, low hydraulic pressure, or contaminated fluid. Replace seals, flush the

hydraulic system, and ensure fluid is clean.

2. Unusual Noise (Grinding or Clunking)

Often indicates gear tooth wear or misalignment. Inspect gear sets, adjust alignment, and replace worn gears.

3. Overheating

Could result from inadequate cooling or excessive load. Verify coolant flow, replace coolant, and check for load

limits.

4. Fluid Leaks

Check all seals, gaskets, and hose fittings. Replace any damaged components and re-tighten fittings.



5. Low Torque Output
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