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•  Core Identity: An invisible roamer and utility specialist that manipulates the game economy through Track.

•  Key Mechanic: Jinada is your primary harassment tool, allowing you to steal gold and punish enemy supports.

•  Itemization: Transition from utility items like Solar Crest to late-game powerhouses like Aghanim''s Scepter for 

teamfight impact.

•  Strategy: Focus on vision control, scouting, and forcing the enemy to overspend on Sentries and Dust of 

Appearance.

Introduction: The Role of the Bounty Hunter

Gondar, the Bounty Hunter, remains one of the most polarizing and influential heroes in the Dota 2 meta. Unlike

traditional carries who rely on farming creeps, or hard supports who survive on scraps, Bounty Hunter generates

his own economy through high-stakes aggression and tactical vision. As a Bounty Hunter player, you are not just a

combatant; you are a psychological weapon. You force the enemy to change their playstyle, spend thousands of

gold on detection, and play in a state of constant paranoia.

In the current meta, Bounty Hunter typically occupies the Position 4 (Soft Support) or Position 3 (Offlane) roles. His

kit is designed to disrupt the enemy''s laning phase, scout out rotations, and amplify the gold gained from every

single kill. This guide provides an exhaustive deep-dive into every nuance of the hero, from foundational mechanics

to the advanced strategies used by professional players.

Deep Dive: Abilities and Mechanical Nuance

Shuriken Toss

Shuriken Toss is Gondar''s primary nuke and interrupt. While it deals decent damage, its most critical feature is its

interaction with Track. When you throw a Shuriken at a unit, it will bounce to any other Tracked units within a 1200

radius. This makes Bounty Hunter a formidable teamfight hero, as a single Shuriken can potentially mini-stun and

damage the entire enemy team if you have been diligent with your ultimate.

Jinada

Jinada is the bane of enemy laners. This passive (on cooldown) ability grants bonus damage and, more

importantly, steals gold directly from enemy heroes. At level 1, a Jinada hit can swing the lane momentum

significantly. Pro-tip: Use Jinada whenever it is off cooldown to disrupt the enemy support''s ability to buy early-

game regen. In the mid-to-late game, Aghanim''s Scepter upgrades this ability to apply via Shuriken Toss, turning

Bounty Hunter into a long-range gold-stealing machine.

Shadow Walk

The core of your mobility and survival. Shadow Walk allows Gondar to enter invisibility and provides a significant

movement speed bonus. Attacking out of invisibility applies a powerful slow, which is essential for setting up kills.

Remember that Shadow Walk has a fade time; higher-skilled players will use this window to dodge targeted spells

or to cast Track without breaking invisibility.

Track

The most important skill in your arsenal. Track provides True Sight of the target, shows their current gold, and



grants bonus movement speed to allies near the target. Most importantly, it provides massive bonus gold to Bounty

Hunter and his allies upon the target''s death. This ability effectively cancels out the ''comeback mechanic'' for the

enemy team, ensuring that even a single kill can maintain your team''s lead. Always prioritize Tracking the highest-

priority targets or those most likely to die first in a skirmish.

Talent Tree Evaluation

Choosing the right talents is what separates a good Bounty Hunter from a great one. Here is the optimal

breakdown for a standard utility build:

•  Level 10: +2s Shadow Walk Slow Duration or +40 Jinada Damage. In most support roles, the slow duration is 

superior for lockdown, but if you are snowballing in the offlane, the damage helps with burst.

•  Level 15: +2s Shuriken Toss Mini-Stun or 20% Damage Reduction in Shadow Walk. The mini-stun is 

incredible for canceling TPs and channeled spells like Black Hole or Death Ward.

•  Level 20: +600 Shadow Walk Ground Dust (Damage/Slow) or +50 Shuriken Toss Damage. Usually, the 

Shuriken damage is the go-to choice, especially when paired with Aghanim''s Scepter.

•  Level 25: 2 Charges of Shuriken Toss or +250 Jinada Gold Steal. Double Shuriken charges are game-

breaking in late-game teamfights, allowing you to chain-stun multiple enemies and apply massive damage.

Itemization Masterclass

Bounty Hunter''s items should be fluid, adapting to the needs of the team. However, certain milestones are

consistent across most high-MMR games.

Early Game: The Foundation

Start with Orb of Venom, Blight Stone, and plenty of Tangoes. Your goal is to be a nuisance. Early Phase Boots are

essential for the armor and the ability to phase through creeps to land a Jinada strike. If you are playing a more

supportive role, a Medallion of Courage (upgraded to Solar Crest) provides incredible utility for both offensive and

defensive scenarios.

Mid Game: Utility and Scaling

The Aghanim''s Scepter is currently the gold standard for Bounty Hunter. It increases the range of Shuriken Toss

and causes it to apply Jinada on every hit. This means you can steal gold and deal heavy damage from a safe

distance. Beyond that, consider Drum of Endurance for team movement or a Lotus Orb if the enemy has heavy

targeted silences or stuns.

Late Game: High-Impact Luxuries

If the game goes long, items like Black King Bar (BKB) become necessary to survive in teamfights. Scythe of Vyse

is an excellent choice for a Bounty Hunter who needs to lock down a slippery enemy carry like Anti-Mage or

Weaver. Nullifier is another situational but powerful pick to strip away enemy buffs like Ghost Scepter or Glimmer

Cape.

Strategic Gameplay Phases

The Laning Phase: Terrorizing the Safelane

As a Pos 4, your job is to make the enemy Carry''s life a nightmare. Use Shadow Walk to get behind the enemy and

hit them with Jinada. Don''t just stay in your lane; Bounty Hunter is one of the best heroes for checking runes and

sniping the enemy''s courier. A dead courier at level 3 can effectively win the mid-lane for your teammate.



The Mid-Game: Map Control and Vision

This is where you shine. Your objective is to have as many enemies Tracked as possible. Move with your mid-laner

or offlaner to find pick-offs. Use your invisibility to place deep Wards. Because you have Track, you can often spot

where the enemy has placed their own Sentries by watching their behavior—if they suddenly move toward you

while you are invisible, you''ve found their vision.

The Late-Game: The Invisible Scout

In the late game, one mistake can lead to a lost high-ground defense. Use Bounty Hunter to scout the enemy''s

positioning. Your goal isn''t necessarily to deal the most damage, but to provide the vision your team needs to

initiate. During teamfights, stay on the periphery, spamming Track and Shuriken Toss to disrupt the enemy backline.

Comparative Analysis: Roaming Heroes

How does Bounty Hunter stack up against other popular roaming and utility heroes? The table below highlights the

key differences.



Hero Early Impact Vision Control Economy Scaling Crowd Control

Bounty Hunter High (Gold Steal) Elite (Track) Excellent (Track 
Gold)

Low (Mini-stuns)

Nyx Assassin Medium High (Vendetta) Low High (Impale/
Carapace)

Spirit Breaker Very High Medium (Charge) Low Very High (Bashes)

Riki Medium Medium (Cloak & 
Dagger)

Medium High (Smoke Screen)

You can cancel the backswing animation of your Jinada attack by immediately moving or casting another spell. This

allows you to retreat faster into the trees after a trade, minimizing the amount of return damage you take from the

enemy support.

Counters and Synergies

Best Allies

•  Slardar: The combination of Corrosive Haze and Track makes it impossible for enemies to hide and reduces 

their armor to nothing.

•  Lina / Lion: These heroes benefit from the vision and the extra gold, allowing them to reach their Aghanim''s 

timings much faster.

•  Spectre: Track provides the vision Spectre needs to use Haunt effectively on the correct targets.

Hard Counters

•  Slark: His Dark Pact removes Track, and his ultimate allows him to see if you are nearby (he gains a passive 

buff when not visible to the enemy).

•  Spirit Breaker: His Charge of Darkness provides True Sight of you for its duration, making your invisibility 

useless for escaping.

•  Zeus: Lightning Bolt and Thundergod''s Wrath provide True Sight, making it very difficult for Gondar to 

maneuver in fights.

Frequently Asked Questions

Conclusion

Mastering Bounty Hunter requires a blend of mechanical precision and strategic patience. By focusing on the Track

economy, providing superior vision, and choosing the right utility items, you can carry your team from the support

position. Remember: information is the most valuable resource in Dota 2, and Gondar is the ultimate merchant of

information. Go forth, track your prey, and claim your bounty.
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