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Bab | Pendahuluan 1 1 Latar Belakang Masalah: A Comprehensive Guide to
Writing a Strong Research Introduction

When you embark on a research project, the first chapter you write often sets the tone for everything that follows. In
academic writing, Bab | Pendahuluan 1 1 Latar Belakang Masalah—or simply the “Background of the Problem”
section—serves as the foundation that justifies your study, outlines its significance, and frames the research
questions. A well-crafted background not only captures the reader’'s attention but also demonstrates your
understanding of the field, establishes credibility, and guides the reader toward the objectives of your work.

In this article, we'll explore the essential components of a compelling background of problem, provide step by step
instructions on how to structure this section, and offer practical tips for avoiding common pitfalls. Whether you're
drafting a thesis, dissertation, or a professional report, mastering the art of writing Bab | Pendahuluan 1 1 Latar
Belakang Masalah will help you communicate your research’s relevance with clarity and impact.

1.The Role of Chapter I: Introduction

The introduction chapter is more than a preamble; it is the gateway through which readers gauge the importance of
your study. In most academic frameworks, Chapter | is subdivided into several key parts: the background of the
problem, research objectives, research questions or hypotheses, and the significance of the study. Among these,
the background section is arguably the most critical because it:

« Establishes the context and scope of the research.

< Highlights gaps or inconsistencies in existing literature.
 Justifies the necessity of the current investigation.

« Sets the stage for subsequent chapters.

By presenting a clear and logical narrative, you help readers—especially those unfamiliar with the topic—

understand why your research matters.

1.1 What Does “Latar Belakang Masalah” Mean?

In Indonesian academic writing, Latar Belakang Masalahtranslates to “Background of the Problem.” It refers to
the contextual information that situates the research question within a broader framework. Think of it as the bridge
that connects existing knowledge to the new inquiry you propose.

Typical characteristics of a strong background include:

 Historical perspective: How has the topic evolved over time?

e Current status: What is the present state of affairs?

* Problem statement: What specific issue remains unresolved?

¢ Relevance: Why is this issue significant for stakeholders or the field?

2. Understanding the Structure of a Background of Problem

A clear structure ensures that your background flows logically and remains focused. The following outline is widely



accepted across disciplines:

Contextual Introduction: Briefly describe the broader field or industry.

Historical Development: Outline key milestones and prior research.

Current State and Gap: Highlight recent findings and identify gaps or inconsistencies.
Problem Statement: Clearly state the problem that your research addresses.
Significance and Rationale: Explain why solving this problem matters.

Research Objectives and Questions: Transition to what you aim to achieve.
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When you write Bab | Pendahuluan 1 1 Latar Belakang Masalah, keep this sequence in mind. Each paragraph
should build upon the previous one, leading the reader naturally toward your research objectives.

3. Key Elements of an Effective Background

Below are the core components that make up a robust background section. Mastering each of these will elevate the
quality of your introduction.

3.1 Contextual Overview
Start with a broad overview that situates your topic within its larger domain. Use statistics, global trends, or policy
changes to anchor your discussion. For instance:

Example:“In the last decade, the global shift toward renewable energy has accelerated, with solar power
accounting for 45% of new installations worldwide.”

3.2 Historical Background

Trace the evolution of the topic. Identify seminal studies, pivotal theories, or landmark events that have shaped
current understanding.

3.3 Current State of Knowledge

Summarize recent research findings, noting consensus, debates, or unresolved questions. This section should
demonstrate that you are up-to-date with the literature.

3.4 |dentification of the Gap

Pinpoint where existing research falls short. This gap forms the basis of your problem statement.

3.5 Problem Statement

Present a concise, specific problem that your research will address. It should be clear, measurable, and aligned
with the identified gap.

3.6 Significance of the Study

Explain why addressing this problem is important. Discuss potential impacts on theory, practice, policy, or society.

3.7 Research Objectives and Questions

Conclude the background section by linking the problem to your research objectives and questions. This transition
sets the stage for the subsequent methodology chapter.

4. Crafting a Persuasive Problem Statement

A strong problem statement is the linchpin of your background. It must be:

e Specific: Avoid vague language.



¢ Relevant: Directly tied to the identified gap.
* Feasible: Capable of being investigated within your resources.
 Significant: Demonstrating clear implications.

**Template**: “Despite extensive research on X, the lack of Y has resulted in Z. Therefore, this study seeks to
investigate A to address B””

Common Mistakes to Avoid

¢ Overly broad statements that don'’t pinpoint a clear gap.
 Including too many research questions in the background section.
¢ Using passive voice or jargon that alienates readers.

« Failing to link the problem back to the significance of the study.

5. Integrating Literature Review with Background

While the literature review is a separate chapter, the background of problem should reference key studies to
support your arguments. Use the following approach:

1. Identify seminal works that directly relate to your problem.
2. Summarize their findings concisely.

3. Highlight contradictions or limitations.

4. Use citations strategically to reinforce the gap.

By weaving literature into the background, you demonstrate scholarly rigor and contextual depth.

6. Practical Steps for Writing Bab | Pendahuluan 1 1 Latar Belakang Masalah

Follow this step by step checklist to ensure you cover all essential aspects:

1. Define Your Scope: Decide the breadth of your introduction—too broad, and you lose focus; too narrow, and
you may miss crucial context.
Gather Sources: Compile academic articles, reports, and data that relate to your topic.
Draft a Rough Outline: Map out the sections using the structure above.
Write the Contextual Overview: Keep it engaging and informative.
Develop the Historical Background: Highlight key milestones.
Summarize Current Knowledge: Use bullet points or short paragraphs.
Identify the Gap: Explicitly state what's missing.
Formulate the Problem Statement: Ensure it’s clear and concise.
. Explain Significance: Link to broader implications.
10. Link to Objectives: Transition smoothly to research questions.
11. Revise and Edit: Focus on clarity, coherence, and flow.
12. Proofread for Grammar and Style: Avoid errors that can distract readers.
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7.Tips for Writing in an Academic Tone

Use formal language and avoid colloquialisms.

Maintain objectivity; support claims with evidence.

« Employ transition words (e.g., consequently, therefore, however) to guide readers.
* Keep sentences concise; avoid excessive jargon.

» Use active voice where possible to enhance clarity.



8. Examples and Templates

Below are two short templates that illustrate how to structure a background of problem. Adapt them to fit your
discipline.

Template 1: Environmental Science

Contextual Overview:“Climate change has emerged as a global crisis, with rising temperatures and extreme
weather events affecting ecosystems worldwide.”

Historical Background:“Since the 1970s, researchers have documented the link between greenhouse gas
emissions and temperature rise, leading to the Kyoto Protocol in 1997."

Current State:“Recent studies indicate that coastal wetlands are experiencing accelerated degradation due to
sea level rise”

Gap ldentification:"However, limited data exist on the adaptive capacity of mangrove ecosystems in Southeast
Asia.”

Problem Statement:“This study aims to assess the resilience of mangrove forests in the Mekong Delta against
projected sea level rise.”

Significance: “Understanding mangrove resilience will inform conservation strategies and policy decisions.”

Template 2: Business Management

Contextual Overview: “Digital transformation has reshaped the competitive landscape of the retail sector.”

Historical Background:“From the early 2000s, e commerce platforms began challenging traditional
brick and mortar stores.”

Current State:“Recent data show that online sales have surpassed 30% of total retail revenue in many developed
markets.”

Gap ldentification:"Yet, small and medium enterprises (SMESs) struggle to adopt digital strategies due to resource
constraints.”

Problem Statement:“The research investigates how SMEs can effectively implement digital marketing to increase
market share.”

Significance: “Findings will guide policymakers and business consultants in designing supportive interventions.”

9. Checklist Before Finalizing

Use this quick checklist to ensure your background of problem is polished and ready for submission:
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