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Discovering Durham University's BA Honours Economics Program

When you think of a world class economics education in the United Kingdom, the name Durham University often
comes to mind. With its rich academic heritage and a reputation for fostering critical thinking, Durham offers a BA
Honours Economics degree that blends rigorous theory with real world application. Whether you're a high school
graduate eyeing a career in finance, public policy, or research, or a mature student looking to pivot into the
economic arena, the program provides a solid foundation and a springboard for future success.

Why Durham? The Academic Edge

Durham University is consistently ranked among the top UK institutions, thanks to its research output, faculty
expertise, and strong industry links. The economics faculty boasts scholars who publish in leading journals,
collaborate on global research projects, and advise governments and corporations. This research intensity
translates into a curriculum that stays ahead of emerging economic trends, ensuring that students graduate with
knowledge that is both timeless and cutting edge.

Program Structure: Core, Options, and Specialisation

The BA Honours Economics is a three year undergraduate course, structured to provide a balanced mix of core
theory, applied skills, and elective depth. The first year focuses on foundational subjects such as microeconomics,

macroeconomics, and quantitative methods. The second year introduces intermediate topics and allows students to

choose optional modules that align with their interests. In the final year, students can specialise in areas like

international economics, development economics, or econometrics, and often complete a dissertation that

showcases their analytical prowess.

Core Modules: Building the Bedrock

The core modules form the backbone of the program, ensuring every graduate possesses a comprehensive
understanding of economic principles.

¢ Microeconomic Theory — In depth study of consumer choice, firm behaviour, market structures, and welfare
economics.

* Macroeconomic Theory — Exploration of aggregate demand, fiscal and monetary policy, and growth models.

¢ Quantitative Methods — Introduction to statistics, probability, and basic econometric techniques.

e Econometrics | — Application of regression analysis to real world data sets.

» Economics of Development — Examination of poverty, inequality, and policy interventions in developing
economies.

Optional Modules: Tailoring Your Journey

Durham’s flexible curriculum allows students to craft a learning path that reflects their career aspirations.

1. International Trade — Analysis of trade theories, policy, and global supply chains.

2. Public Economics — Study of taxation, public spending, and welfare programmes.

3. Environmental Economics — Investigation of environmental policies, climate change economics, and
sustainability.

4. Financial Economics — Overview of financial markets, instruments, and risk management.



5. Behavioural Economics — Exploration of psychological factors influencing economic decision making.

Research and Dissertation: Your Academic Showcase

In the final year, students undertake a research project that culminates in a dissertation of 8,000-10,000 words.
This independent study encourages critical thinking, methodological rigor, and scholarly communication. Faculty
mentors provide guidance, ensuring that the dissertation meets high academic standards and contributes
meaningfully to the field of economics.

Learning Outcomes: What You'll Gain

Graduates of the BA Honours Economics program leave Durham equipped with:

¢ Analytical Skills — Ability to dissect complex economic problems and propose evidence based solutions.

* Quantitative Proficiency — Competence in statistical software (Stata, R, Python) and econometric modelling.

« Communication Ability — Skill in presenting findings clearly to both academic and non academic audiences.

¢ Research Insight — Exposure to cutting edge economic research and the capacity to conduct independent
studies.

« Ethical Awareness — Understanding of the societal impact of economic policies and the importance of
responsible research.

Career Paths: From Classroom to Boardroom

The versatility of an economics degree means that Durham graduates can pursue a wide array of career options.

¢ Financial Services — Roles in banking, asset management, and insurance firms.

e Public Policy & Administration — Positions within government departments, NGOs, and international
organisations.

e Academic & Research Institutions — Postgraduate study leading to teaching or research careers.

e Consulting & Strategy — Providing data driven insights to businesses across sectors.

« Entrepreneurship — Leveraging economic analysis to launch startups and social enterprises.

Graduate Success Stories

Durham alumni often speak of the program’s impact on their professional journeys. For instance, a recent graduate
now works as a data analyst at a leading investment bank, while another has secured a research fellowship at the
World Bank. These success stories underscore the program’s ability to prepare students for high impact roles
worldwide.

Admissions: What the Selection Panel Looks For

Durham University maintains a rigorous admissions process for the BA Honours Economics program. Applicants
should demonstrate:

Academic Excellence — Strong grades in mathematics, economics, and related subjects.

Quantitative Aptitude — Evidence of analytical skills, often through GCSE/AS/A level results or equivalent.
Personal Statement — Insight into motivation, career goals, and relevant experiences.

References — Academic references that attest to the applicant’s potential.

5. Interview — Some applicants may be invited to an interview to assess suitability and enthusiasm.
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Entry Requirements: A Quick Checklist

While specific entry requirements can vary, the typical profile includes:

¢ High School Diploma — Minimum of 3—4 A levels (or equivalent) with a strong focus on maths.
* English Proficiency — IELTS 7.0 or equivalent for international students.



« Mathematics — Demonstrated competence in advanced maths, often at the A level or IB level.
* Optional — Evidence of participation in economics clubs, competitions, or relevant coursework.

Financial Aid and Scholarships

Durham University offers a range of scholarships and financial aid options to support students throughout their
studies.

1. Durham International Scholarship — For outstanding international applicants.

2. Faculty Scholarships — Awarded based on academic merit and contribution to the department.

3. External Grants — Opportunities such as the Chevening Scholarship for postgraduate study.

4. Student Loans — UK students can access government-backed loans to cover tuition and living costs.

Campus Life: Beyond the Lecture Hall

Durham’s historic cityscape offers a vibrant student experience. Students enjoy:

e Student Societies — Economics Society, Finance Club, Debate Society, and more.

* Research Opportunities — Participation in faculty research projects and conferences.

e Sports and Recreation — Facilities for rugby, rowing, and indoor sports.

« Community Engagement — Volunteering projects and outreach programs within the local community.

¢ Alumni Network — Access to a global network of successful graduates for mentorship and career advice.

Study Abroad and Exchange Programs

Durham'’s strong international partnerships enable students to study abroad for a semester or year.

e European Exchanges — Partnerships with universities in France, Germany, and lItaly.

¢ US and Canada Exchanges — Opportunities at top business schools and research institutions.
e Asia and Oceania — Programs in Australia, Singapore, and Hong Kong.

* Global Development Projects — Fieldwork in developing countries under faculty supervision.

Preparing for Success: Study Tips and Resources

To thrive in the BA Honours Economics program, students should adopt a proactive study approach:

Master the Maths — Regular practice of calculus, linear algebra, and statistics.
Use Software Early — Familiarise yourself with Stata, R, and Python before the first year.
Engage with Lecturers — Attend office hours and seek clarification on complex topics.
Collaborate — Form study groups to discuss theories and solve problems.
Read Widely — Keep up with current economic news and academic journals.
6. Plan Your Dissertation — Start early, choose a compelling topic, and maintain regular contact with your
supervisor.
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Future Prospects: Postgraduate Paths

Graduates often pursue a variety of postgraduate studies:

e Master of Science (MSc) in Economics — Advanced quantitative and theoretical training.

e Master of Business Administration (MBA) — Combining economics with leadership and management skills.
e PhD in Economics — For those inclined toward academic research.

¢ Professional Certifications — CFA, FRM, and other finance qualifications.

e Specialised Diplomas — Courses in data science, public policy, or international relations.

Student Testimonials: Voices from the Field

“Durham’s economics program was the perfect blend of theory and practice. The faculty’s real world insights made



complex concepts accessible, and the dissertation helped me develop a research skill set that | use daily in my
current role” — Emma L., Class of 2021

“The networking opportunities were invaluable. | met industry professionals through the Economics Society, and
that led to an internship with a leading consultancy.” — Michael R., Class of 2022

FAQs About Durham’s BA Honours Economics

What is the average class size?— Typically around 20-25 students per module, fostering close interaction with
faculty.

Can | study part time? The program is designed as a full time course, but part time options may be available for
mature students.

Is there a placement year?— While not mandatory, many students choose to undertake a placement or internship
during their studies.

What support services exist?— Academic support, career counseling, and mental health resources are available
through the Student Wellbeing Office.

How to Apply: Step by Step Guide
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