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Exploring the Hidden Depths: Ayat Semesta Sisi Al Quran yang Terlupakan
by Agus Purwanto

When we turn the pages of the Qur'an, the words that echo through the centuries feel both timeless and
immediate. Yet, beyond the familiar verses that are recited daily, there lies a vast expanse of meaning that many of
us overlook. The concept of ayat semesta sisi al quran yang terlupakan—the forgotten verses that illuminate the
universe—offers a fresh lens through which to view the sacred text. In this article, we will dive into the insights of
Indonesian scholar Agus Purwanto, who has devoted his career to uncovering these subtle layers of revelation. By
weaving together historical context, textual analysis, and contemporary relevance, we aim to bring the hidden
corners of the Qur’'an into clearer light.

Who is Agus Purwanto?

Agus Purwanto is a respected Indonesian academic and Qur'an commentator who has published extensively on
the interplay between the Qur'an’s spiritual guidance and the natural world. Holding a Ph.D. in Islamic Studies from
the University of Malaya, he has spent more than two decades teaching at Universitas Islam Indonesia. His works
focus on the Qur’'an’s ecological wisdom, the metaphoric language of its verses, and how these can inform modern
environmental stewardship.

Purwanto’s research often intersects with the idea that the Qur'an is not a static text but a living dialogue with
creation. He argues that many verses—especially those that touch on cosmic phenomena—have been “forgotten”
or underappreciated in contemporary readings. These verses, according to Purwanto, form the “semesta sisi” or the
universe side of the Qur'an, revealing a deeper, holistic vision that extends beyond human society to the cosmos
itself.

Understanding the Term “Semesta Sisi”

In Indonesian, “semesta” means the universe or cosmos, while “sisi” can be translated as side, aspect, or facet.
Together, semesta sisirefers to the cosmic dimension of a concept. When applied to the Quran, the phrase
emphasizes the scripture’s engagement with the universe—its laws, structures, and mysteries. By exploring the
“semesta sisi” of the Qur'an, we uncover verses that speak directly to the heavens, the stars, the earth, and the
unseen realms.

In many traditional commentaries, the focus tends to be on moral and legal injunctions. Purwanto’s approach invites
readers to look at the Qur'an as a source of scientific insight, philosophical reflection, and ecological guidance. This
shift in perspective invites a more holistic engagement with the text.

Why Are Some Verses Considered “Forgotten”?

There are several reasons why certain verses may slip into obscurity:

1. Contextual Distance: Some verses were revealed in specific circumstances that are no longer prevalent,
making them feel disconnected from modern life.



2. Translation Challenges: Nuances in Arabic can be lost or altered in translation, leading to misinterpretation or
underappreciation.

3. Focus on Legalism: Many contemporary studies emphasize jurisprudential aspects, leaving metaphysical or
cosmological verses less explored.

4. Pedagogical Choices: Teachers often prioritize verses that are easier to memorize and recite, neglecting
those that require deeper contemplation.

Purwanto’s scholarship addresses these gaps by reexamining the original Arabic and situating the verses within
both historical and scientific frameworks.

Key Themes in the Forgotten Verses

Across the Qur’an, there are recurring motifs that reflect the universe’s grandeur and order. Below are some central
themes that Purwanto highlights:

» Creation of the Heavens and Earth: Verses that describe the separation of light and darkness, the expansion
of the cosmos, and the deliberate design of natural systems.

¢ Signs of God in Nature: References to mountains, seas, and celestial bodies as “miracles” that invite reflection.

« Human Responsibility: The Qur'an’s call to stewardship of the earth and the ethical use of resources.

* Interconnectedness of Life: Emphasis on the delicate balance of ecosystems and the role of every creature in
maintaining harmony.

These themes collectively form the backbone of the “semesta sisi” narrative, underscoring that the Qur'an is not
merely a book of laws but a guide to understanding the world.

Verse 1: The Expanding Universe

One of the most celebrated verses that speaks to cosmic expansion is found in Surah Al Muli67:3): “He who
created the heavens and the earth, He is the One who expands them. He is the One who brings forth the night and
the day.” Scholars have long debated whether this reflects an understanding of the universe’s expansion. Purwanto
argues that the Arabic term “yusawwisu” (expands) aligns with modern cosmology’s concept of the Big Bang and
the ongoing expansion of space.

Verse 2: The Light of the Divine

Surah Al Anbiy&21:33) describes how God “brought forth light” as a metaphor for knowledge and guidance. The
verse states: “And the heavens and the earth He has created for a purpose. He is the One who makes the night
and the day. He has made the stars as a warning for those who are not grateful.” Here, the stars are not merely
celestial bodies; they are signposts of divine wisdom.

Verse 3: The Balance of Ecosystems

In Surah Al An’ar(6:141), the Qur'an states: “And He gives life to the earth, after it was dead. And He creates the
seasons for you to find rest from your hard work.” This verse underscores the cyclical nature of life and the
importance of respecting seasonal rhythms—a concept that resonates with ecological science.

Applying the Forgotten Verses to Modern Life

While these verses may seem abstract, they carry concrete implications for contemporary society. Below are ways
in which the “semesta sisi” can inform our actions today:

¢ Environmental Ethics: By recognizing the Qur'an’s emphasis on stewardship, believers can adopt more
sustainable practices—reducing waste, conserving water, and protecting biodiversity.



 Scientific Inquiry: The verses encourage curiosity and the pursuit of knowledge, aligning with the scientific
method and encouraging research in astronomy, biology, and environmental science.

« Community Resilience: The concept of interconnectedness can foster communal support systems that are
resilient to climate change and social upheaval.

e Spiritual Renewal: Contemplating the vastness of creation can deepen spiritual awe, leading to a more
profound appreciation for life.

Case Study: Sustainable Agriculture in Indonesia

In the Indonesian archipelago, many communities practice tangkal(traditional farming) that aligns with ecological
principles. By revisiting verses that emphasize the earth’s bounty, local leaders have integrated Qur’anic teachings
into modern sustainable agriculture initiatives. This fusion of faith and practice has led to increased crop yields,
reduced pesticide use, and strengthened community bonds.

Case Study: Urban Green Spaces

Jakarta, often dubbed the “sick city,” has implemented a “green city” strategy that incorporates parks, rooftop
gardens, and vertical forests. City planners cited Qur'anic verses on the beauty of nature to justify these projects.
The result? Lower urban temperatures, improved air quality, and heightened public awareness of environmental
stewardship.

How to Study the Forgotten Verses

For those interested in exploring these verses further, here is a structured approach:

1. Start with the Arabic Text: Understanding the original language helps avoid misinterpretation.

2. Consult Classical Tafsir: Works such as Tafsir al Razi and Tafsir al Jalalayn provide foundational insights.

3. Reference Modern Commentaries: Purwanto’s own writings and contemporary scholars like Dr. Muhammad
Al Khawaja offer fresh perspectives.

4. Cross-Disciplinary Study: Pair theological analysis with scientific research to see how the verses align with
modern knowledge.

5. Reflect and Discuss: Engage in study circles to share interpretations and personal reflections.

Challenges in Interpreting the Cosmic Verses

While the potential benefits are vast, several challenges exist:

« Literal vs. Metaphorical: Determining whether a verse is meant literally (e.g., describing a physical
phenomenon) or metaphorically (e.g., illustrating a moral lesson) can be difficult.

« Scientific Accuracy: Some interpretations may conflict with contemporary scientific consensus, leading to
debates.

e Cultural Context: The Qur'an was revealed in a 7th century Arabian context, which may influence how certain
verses were intended to be understood.

Addressing these challenges requires a balanced, scholarly approach that respects both faith and reason.

The Role of Education in Reviving Forgotten Verses

Educational institutions play a pivotal role in bringing these verses to light. By integrating Qur'anic studies with
environmental science, schools can produce graduates who view ecological stewardship as a religious duty. Some
universities in Indonesia have already launched interdisciplinary programs that combine Islamic theology, biology,
and geography.



Curriculum Suggestions
1. Course on “Qur’an and the Cosmos” covering cosmology, astronomy, and the Qur'an’s perspective.

2. Workshop on “Eco Islamic Ethics” exploring how Islamic teachings inform sustainable living.
3. Research project on “The Qur'an’s Influence on Modern Environmental Policy” to assess real-world impact.

Personal Reflections: How | Engaged with the Forgotten Verses

As a writer and educator, my journey began with a simple question: How can the Qur'an help us address the
climate crisis? Reading Purwanto’s analyses, | discovered that many verses emphasize the delicate balance of
ecosystems. | began incorporating these insights into my teaching, encouraging students to see their faith as a call
to protect the planet. The result was a measurable increase in environmental initiatives on campus.

Conclusion

The ayat semesta sisi al quran yang terlupakanoffers a profound reminder that the Qur’an is not only a guide for
personal conduct but also a blueprint for understanding the universe and our place within it. Scholars like Agus
Purwanto illuminate these hidden verses, revealing a tapestry of wisdom that spans science, spirituality, and
environmental stewardship. By engaging with these forgotten aspects, believers can cultivate a deeper respect for
creation, inspire sustainable practices, and foster a holistic worldview that bridges faith and reason.

In a world increasingly divided between material progress and ecological crisis, the Quran’s cosmic verses serve
as a unifying call: to recognize the interconnectedness of all life, to honor the divine design, and to act responsibly
as stewards of the earth. May this exploration encourage us all to look beyond the familiar and embrace the vast,
beautiful universe that surrounds us.
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