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Understanding the Landscape of SAP Exams

When you hear the phrase “available exams SAP,” most professionals think of the official certification tests that

validate expertise in various SAP modules and technologies. SAP, short for Systems, Applications, and Products in

Data Processing, is the industry leader in enterprise resource planning (ERP) solutions. Its certification program is

a globally recognized credential that can accelerate career growth, increase earning potential, and demonstrate

mastery of complex business processes.

In this comprehensive guide, we’ll walk through the full spectrum of SAP exams that are currently offered, explain

how they fit into different career paths, and provide practical tips on how to prepare and succeed. Whether you’re a

beginner looking to enter the SAP ecosystem or an experienced practitioner aiming to broaden your skill set, this

article will help you navigate the exam landscape with confidence.

Why SAP Certification Matters

Before diving into the exam details, it’s worth understanding why SAP certification is a valuable investment:

•  Industry Recognition – Certified professionals are immediately identifiable as experts in their field.

•  Career Advancement – Many employers require or strongly prefer certified candidates for senior roles.

•  Higher Salaries – Certified engineers and consultants often earn 15–30% more than their non-certified peers.

•  Global Mobility – SAP’s certification is recognized worldwide, opening doors to international opportunities.

•  Continuous Learning – The certification process encourages staying up-to-date with the latest SAP releases 

and best practices.

How SAP Certification is Structured

SAP certification is organized into several tiers and domains:

1.  Associate Level – Entry-level exams that cover foundational concepts. Ideal for new hires or those 

transitioning from other technologies.

2.  Professional Level – In-depth exams for functional and technical specialists. These are the most common 

certifications pursued by consultants and developers.

3.  Specialist Level – Advanced exams that focus on niche areas, such as SAP Analytics Cloud or SAP 

S/4HANA Migration.

4.  Expert Level – The highest tier, often requiring a combination of professional exams and a proven track 

record of implementation.

Each exam is associated with a specific SAP product or module, such as SAP Financial Accounting (FI), Materials

Management (MM), Sales and Distribution (SD), or SAP HANA. The certification path is intentionally modular,

allowing professionals to specialize in the areas that align with their career goals.

Key SAP Exam Domains and Their Current Offerings

Below is an organized list of the most popular SAP exam categories, the specific exams within each domain, and a

brief overview of what each exam covers.



1. SAP S/4HANA Core Modules

These exams validate proficiency in the new SAP S/4HANA suite, which replaces the older ECC system.

•  SAP Certified Application Associate – SAP S/4HANA (SAP S/4HANA 2023) (Exam Code: 2104) – Focuses 

on core functional modules such as Finance, Procurement, and Manufacturing.

•  SAP Certified Application Associate – SAP S/4HANA for Finance (Exam Code: 2105) – Deep dive into 

finance processes, reporting, and compliance.

•  SAP Certified Application Associate – SAP S/4HANA for Procurement (Exam Code: 2106) – Covers 

procurement workflows, vendor management, and integration with SAP Ariba.

•  SAP Certified Application Associate – SAP S/4HANA for Sales (Exam Code: 2107) – Examines sales order 

processing, pricing, and contract management.

2. SAP Financial Accounting (FI) and Controlling (CO)

Financial modules remain in high demand across all industries.

•  SAP Certified Application Associate – SAP S/4HANA Financial Accounting (Exam Code: 2108) – Emphasis 

on general ledger, accounts payable/receivable, and financial reporting.

•  SAP Certified Application Associate – SAP S/4HANA Controlling (Exam Code: 2109) – Focuses on cost 

center accounting, profit center accounting, and internal orders.

3. SAP Materials Management (MM) & Sales & Distribution (SD)

•  SAP Certified Application Associate – SAP S/4HANA Materials Management (Exam Code: 2110) – Covers 

procurement, inventory management, and invoice verification.

•  SAP Certified Application Associate – SAP S/4HANA Sales and Distribution (Exam Code: 2111) – Examines 

sales order processing, shipping, billing, and customer credit management.

4. SAP Human Capital Management (HCM)

•  SAP Certified Application Associate – SAP SuccessFactors Employee Central (Exam Code: 2112) – Validates 

knowledge of core HR processes, organizational management, and employee data.

•  SAP Certified Application Associate – SAP SuccessFactors Recruiting (Exam Code: 2113) – Focuses on 

applicant tracking, interview management, and onboarding.

•  SAP Certified Application Associate – SAP SuccessFactors Learning (Exam Code: 2114) – Covers learning 

management systems, course creation, and reporting.

5. SAP Analytics Cloud (SAC)

•  SAP Certified Application Associate – SAP Analytics Cloud (Exam Code: 2115) – Tests data modeling, visual 

analytics, and storytelling capabilities.

•  SAP Certified Application Associate – SAP Analytics Cloud for Planning (Exam Code: 2116) – Focuses on 

budgeting, forecasting, and scenario planning.

6. SAP HANA & Database Technologies

•  SAP Certified Application Associate – SAP HANA 2.0 (Exam Code: 2117) – Covers database administration, 

data modeling, and performance tuning.

•  SAP Certified Technology Associate – SAP HANA Administration (Exam Code: 2118) – Emphasizes 

installation, configuration, and security.

7. SAP ABAP Programming

•  SAP Certified Development Associate – ABAP (Exam Code: 2119) – Validates core ABAP programming, data 

dictionary, and debugging.

•  SAP Certified Development Associate – ABAP Advanced Programming (Exam Code: 2120) – Advanced 



topics such as object-oriented ABAP, performance optimization, and integration.

8. SAP Cloud Platform & Integration

•  SAP Certified Development Associate – SAP Cloud Platform Integration Suite (Exam Code: 2121) – Focuses 

on API management, integration flows, and monitoring.

•  SAP Certified Development Associate – SAP Cloud Platform Extension Suite (Exam Code: 2122) – Covers 

extension development using SAP UI5, Fiori, and OData services.

9. SAP Security & Governance

•  SAP Certified Application Associate – SAP S/4HANA Security (Exam Code: 2123) – Tests role-based access 

control, segregation of duties, and audit readiness.

•  SAP Certified Application Associate – SAP Governance, Risk, and Compliance (GRC) (Exam Code: 2124) – 

Focuses on risk identification, compliance frameworks, and audit management.

10. SAP Ariba & Procurement Solutions

•  SAP Certified Application Associate – SAP Ariba Procurement (Exam Code: 2125) – Covers supplier 

management, sourcing, and procurement workflows.

•  SAP Certified Application Associate – SAP Ariba Contract Management (Exam Code: 2126) – Focuses on 

contract creation, negotiation, and compliance.

Exam Formats, Pass Marks, and Registration Process

All SAP certification exams are delivered through a computer-based testing (CBT) platform. Here’s what you need

to know:

•  Exam Duration – Typically 90 minutes for most associate exams, but some advanced exams may extend to 

120 minutes.

•  Number of Questions – 50 multiple-choice questions for associate exams; 60 for specialist exams.

•  Passing Score – 65% is the standard threshold across most SAP exams.

•  Testing Centers – SAP partners with Pearson VUE to offer exams worldwide. You can also opt for online 

proctored exams if available in your region.

•  Cost – Prices vary by region but generally range from $250 to $400 per exam.

•  Validity – Certifications are valid for three years. After that, you must recertify to maintain the credential.

Choosing the Right Exam Path

With dozens of exams available, selecting the right one can feel overwhelming. Consider the following steps to

narrow down your choices:

1.  Assess Your Current Role – If you’re a finance professional, start with SAP FI/CO. If you’re a developer, 

ABAP or SAP HANA may be more relevant.

2.  Define Career Objectives – Are you aiming for a consultant role, a technical lead, or a specialist in analytics?

3.  Check Job Listings – Many job postings specify required certifications. This can guide your exam selection.

4.  Consider SAP Release Cycle – SAP S/4HANA 2023 is the latest release; certifying on the newest version 

may future-proof your skill set.

5.  Plan a Study Timeline – Allocate at least 3–4 months of study time for associate exams, more for specialist 

exams.

Preparing for SAP Exams: Resources and Strategies

Success in SAP certification requires a blend of structured study, hands-on practice, and real-world exposure.



Below are proven strategies and resources to maximize your chances of passing.

1. Official SAP Training Courses

•  SAP Learning Hub – Subscription-based platform offering on-demand courses, learning journeys, and virtual 

labs.

•  openSAP – Free MOOCs covering the latest SAP releases. Ideal for introductory learning.

•  Partner Training Providers – Accredited partners like SAP Training and Consulting, or independent firms, offer 

instructor-led courses.

2. Practical Hands-On Experience
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