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Introduction

When architects and BIM professionals first encountered Autodesk Revit 2013, they were met with a powerful tool 

that promised to streamline design, documentation, and collaboration. Yet, the sheer breadth of its features can be 

intimidating for newcomers and even seasoned users who want to refresh their knowledge. That’s where a focused, 

well-structured training guide comes into play. The autodesk revit architecture 2013 essentials autodesk official 

training guide essential by vandezande james krygiel eddy read phil 2012has become a cornerstone

resource for those looking to master the platform efficiently. This article delves into why this guide matters, how it

can be used effectively, and the key insights it offers for architects, BIM managers, and design technologists.

Why Revit 2013 Still Matters in Today’s BIM Landscape

Although newer versions of Revit have been released, many firms continue to run projects on Revit 2013 due to

legacy workflows, budget constraints, or specific compatibility requirements. The platform’s core principles—

parametric modeling, integrated documentation, and collaborative design—remain unchanged, making a solid

understanding of Revit 2013 essential for maintaining and upgrading existing projects.

Key reasons to stay proficient with Revit 2013 include:

•  Compatibility with older project data: Legacy projects often contain families and templates that were created 

specifically for Revit 2013.

•  Cost efficiency: Upgrading software licenses can be expensive; training on the existing platform can unlock 

productivity gains without costly upgrades.

•  Foundation for newer versions: Mastery of the fundamentals in Revit 2013 provides a smoother transition to 

later releases.

The 2013 Essentials Training Guide: A Comprehensive Overview

The autodesk revit architecture 2013 essentials autodesk official training guide essential by vandezande 

james krygiel eddy read phil 2012is a meticulously crafted manual that covers every aspect of Revit 2013 from

the ground up. Authored by industry veterans James Vandezande and Eddy Krygiel, with additional contributions

from Read Phil, the guide blends theoretical foundations with practical, real-world examples.

Author Credentials

James Vandezande is a seasoned BIM consultant who has worked with global architecture firms on high-profile

projects. His experience spans from early Revit adopters to the latest BIM workflows, giving him a unique

perspective on the evolution of the software.

Eddy Krygiel, a respected BIM educator, has designed numerous training courses and workshops that help

architects and engineers leverage Revit’s full potential. His teaching style focuses on hands-on learning, ensuring



concepts are not only understood but also applied.

Read Phil, an independent consultant, contributed case studies that illustrate how the guide’s principles can be

implemented across different project types, from residential developments to large-scale commercial complexes.

Structure and Content

The guide is organized into thematic chapters that align with typical Revit workflows:

1.  Getting Started: Installation, workspace configuration, and basic navigation.

2.  Project Setup: Templates, levels, grids, and project units.

3.  Modeling Fundamentals: Walls, doors, windows, roofs, and floors.

4.  Families and Components: Creating and managing families, parameters, and types.

5.  Documentation and Detailing: Sheets, views, annotations, and schedules.

6.  Collaboration: Worksharing, coordination, and clash detection.

7.  Advanced Topics: Rendering, analysis, and custom workflows.

Each chapter includes step-by-step instructions, screenshots, and practice exercises that reinforce learning. The

guide’s design encourages readers to build a solid foundation before moving on to more complex tasks.

Key Features of the Official Training Guide

Hands-On Practice Exercises

One of the guide’s standout features is its emphasis on practice. After each major section, readers are presented

with a set of exercises that replicate common design scenarios. These tasks are crafted to challenge the learner’s

understanding while remaining achievable, fostering confidence and skill retention.

Visual Learning Aids

High-quality screenshots and annotated diagrams accompany every step. These visuals help demystify complex

commands and illustrate the expected outcomes, making it easier for visual learners to grasp concepts.

Real-World Case Studies

Read Phil’s case studies provide context by showing how the techniques outlined in the guide are applied in actual

projects. From a mid-sized office building to a multi-story residential tower, these examples demonstrate the

versatility of Revit 2013 and the guide’s applicability across project types.

Problem-Solving Focus

Rather than merely presenting procedures, the guide encourages readers to troubleshoot common issues. For

instance, it covers how to resolve family conflicts, manage shared parameters, and optimize rendering settings—

skills that are vital for real-world project delivery.

Supplementary Resources

Beyond the printed pages, the guide offers access to downloadable templates, sample families, and additional

tutorials. These resources allow users to experiment freely and extend their learning beyond the core material.

How to Use the Guide Effectively

Step 1: Set Up Your Learning Environment

Before diving into the guide, ensure you have a stable Revit 2013 installation and a dedicated workspace. Create a

folder structure that mirrors the guide’s chapters to keep your models organized.



Step 2: Follow the Structured Path

Read each chapter sequentially, completing the exercises before moving on. This approach mirrors the logical

progression of a typical project lifecycle, reinforcing the relevance of each concept.

Step 3: Apply What You Learn to Sample Projects

Use the guide’s sample projects to practice newly acquired skills. Try replicating the exercises in a fresh file, then

modify parameters to see how changes propagate throughout the model.

Step 4: Leverage the Supplementary Resources

Download the provided templates and families to experiment with different settings. This hands-on experimentation

will deepen your understanding and help you discover shortcuts.

Step 5: Reflect and Iterate

After completing each chapter, review your progress. Identify areas that were challenging and revisit those sections.

The guide’s exercises are designed to be revisited multiple times, ensuring mastery over time.

Deep Dive into Core Topics

Understanding the Revit User Interface

The interface is the gateway to all Revit functionalities. The guide breaks down the Project Browser, Ribbon, 

Properties Palette, and View Control Barinto digestible segments. By mastering these components, users can

navigate efficiently and reduce the learning curve.

Parametric Modeling Mastery

Revit’s parametric nature allows components to adapt automatically to changes. The guide explains how to create 

and manage shared parameters, family parameters, and type parameters. It also covers parameter linking

across families, a critical skill for ensuring consistency.

Family Creation and Management

Families are the building blocks of Revit models. The guide walks through the entire family creation process—from

setting reference planes and dimensions to defining parameters and constraints. It also covers best practices for

naming conventions and version control.

Documentation and Annotation

Accurate documentation is essential for project communication. The guide teaches how to set up title blocks, 

sheet sets, view templates, and annotation families. It also covers the creation of schedule templates and tags

 that streamline the documentation workflow.

Collaboration and Worksharing

Revit 2013 introduced robust worksharing capabilities. The guide explains the fundamentals of central models, 

local models, and worksets. It also discusses best practices for managing check-in/check-outworkflows and

resolving conflicts.

Clash Detection and Coordination

Coordinating between architectural, structural, and MEP disciplines is a common challenge. The guide covers the 

use of the Interference Check tool, clash detection workflows, and how to generate clash reportsthat facilitate

resolution meetings.



Rendering and Visual Presentation

High-quality visualizations enhance client communication. The guide demonstrates how to set up material libraries

, lighting setups, and render settings. It also explains how to use the Render View and Photographic 

Rendering features for realistic output.

Analysis and Performance Optimization

Large models can become sluggish. The guide offers strategies for optimizing performance, such as using view 

templates, clipping planes, and visibility/graphics overrides. It also covers how to leverage model elements

for energy analysis and structural calculations.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

•  Ignoring Units: Always double-check project units to prevent scaling errors.

•  Mismanaging Families: Use consistent naming conventions and avoid duplicating families.

•  Overcomplicating Parameters: Keep parameters simple and purposeful; unnecessary complexity can slow 

down the model.

•  Neglecting Worksets: Proper workset organization improves collaboration and reduces conflicts.

•  Forgetting Documentation Standards: Establish a documentation workflow early to maintain consistency.

Beyond the Guide: Expanding Your Revit Knowledge

While the autodesk revit architecture 2013 essentials autodesk official training guide essential by 

vandezande james krygiel eddy read phil 2012provides a solid foundation, continuous learning is essential for

staying competitive. Here are additional resources to consider:

•  Autodesk University: Offers free courses and webinars on advanced Revit topics.

•  Revit Forum: A community-driven platform where users share tips, tricks, and solutions.

•  BIM 360: Autodesk’s cloud-based collaboration tool that integrates with Revit.

•  Third-Party Add-Ins: Explore extensions like Enscape, Navisworks, and Dynamo for enhanced workflows.

•  Professional Certifications: Pursuing Autodesk Certified Professional credentials can validate expertise.

Conclusion
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