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Australian Seafarers Handbook AHP 20

For anyone navigating the complex waters of maritime law and crew welfare in Australia, the Australian Seafarers 

Handbook AHP 20is an indispensable resource. This comprehensive guide, issued by the Australian Maritime

Safety Authority (AMSA), consolidates a wide array of regulations, best practices, and procedural information that

seafarers, ship operators, and maritime professionals rely on daily. Whether you’re a seasoned deck officer, a new

crew member, or a maritime lawyer, understanding AHP 20 can help you stay compliant, enhance safety, and

streamline operational efficiency.

Why the Handbook Matters

Maritime operations are governed by a web of national and international laws, industry standards, and safety

protocols. The AHP 20 serves as a single, authoritative reference point that brings these elements together. By

providing clear, concise, and up �to �date guidance, the handbook reduces confusion, mitigates legal risk, and

promotes a culture of safety across the Australian shipping fleet.

Overview of the Australian Seafarers Handbook AHP 20

The AHP 20 is not just a set of regulations; it’s a living document that reflects the evolving nature of maritime

operations. It covers everything from crew licensing and health requirements to environmental protection and

emergency response. The handbook is structured into sections that align with the core responsibilities of seafarers

and ship operators.

Core Sections of AHP 20

•  Licensing and Certification – Details the qualifications required for officers, ratings, and other crew members.

•  Health and Welfare – Outlines medical fitness standards, mental health support, and welfare provisions.

•  Safety Management – Provides guidance on risk assessment, incident reporting, and safety drills.

•  Environmental Protection – Covers waste management, ballast water treatment, and pollution prevention.

•  Operational Procedures – Includes navigation rules, cargo handling, and communication protocols.

•  Legal and Compliance – Summarises relevant Australian statutes, international conventions, and enforcement 

mechanisms.

Historical Development of AHP 20

The AHP 20 emerged from a need to centralise disparate maritime regulations and to align Australian standards

with the International Maritime Organization (IMO) guidelines. Over the past decade, the handbook has undergone

several revisions to incorporate new safety technologies, environmental regulations, and crew welfare initiatives.

Key Milestones

1.  2010 – First Publication – The initial version focused on licensing and basic safety requirements.

2.  2014 – Integration of SOLAS Updates – Updated to reflect the 2014 amendments to the Safety of Life at Sea 

(SOLAS) convention.

3.  2018 – Health and Welfare Expansion – Added comprehensive mental health resources and welfare 

guidelines.



4.  2022 – Digitalization and Accessibility – Released a mobile-friendly version and integrated QR codes for 

quick reference.

Key Features and Content Highlights

Below are some of the standout elements that make the AHP 20 a vital tool for maritime stakeholders.

Licensing and Qualification Requirements

The handbook provides a detailed breakdown of the licensing process for various roles, from Master to Able

Seaman. It includes:

•  Minimum training hours and competency assessments.

•  Renewal timelines and continuing professional development.

•  Specialised certifications for hazardous cargo handling.

Health and Welfare Guidelines

Recognising the unique challenges faced by seafarers, the AHP 20 offers:

•  Medical fitness standards aligned with the International Health Regulations.

•  Guidance on onboard medical facilities and telemedicine.

•  Resources for mental health support and counselling services.

•  Welfare policies covering accommodation, meals, and recreational facilities.

Safety Management and Incident Reporting

Safety is paramount in maritime operations. The handbook includes:

•  Standard operating procedures for fire prevention and firefighting.

•  Guidelines for conducting safety drills and emergency response.

•  Reporting protocols for incidents, near misses, and safety concerns.

•  Risk assessment tools and incident analysis frameworks.

Environmental Protection Measures

Australia’s commitment to marine conservation is reflected in AHP 20’s environmental sections:

•  Best practices for ballast water management and treatment.

•  Guidelines for handling hazardous and non �hazardous waste.

•  Compliance with the MARPOL Annexes and Australian environmental legislation.

•  Carbon management strategies and emissions reporting.

Operational and Navigational Guidance

The handbook consolidates essential operational information, including:

•  Navigation rules and collision avoidance procedures.

•  Communication protocols with port authorities and other vessels.

•  Cargo handling and stowage instructions.

•  Weather monitoring and route planning tools.

How to Access and Use AHP 20

While the handbook is available in print, the digital format offers greater convenience. Here’s how to get the most

out of AHP 20:



Obtaining a Copy

•  Print Edition – Purchase through maritime supply stores or AMSA’s official website.

•  Digital Edition – Download the PDF or mobile app from the AMSA portal.

•  Library Access – Many maritime universities and public libraries provide free access.

Using the Handbook Effectively

1.  Familiarise Yourself with the Table of Contents – This helps you locate specific sections quickly.

2.  Bookmark Key Pages – Use digital bookmarks for sections like “Licensing” or “Environmental Protection.”

3.  Cross �Reference with International Standards – Align the AHP 20 with IMO conventions such as SOLAS, 

MARPOL, and STCW.

4.  Update Regularly – Check for new editions or updates, as maritime regulations evolve rapidly.

5.  Incorporate into Training Programs – Use the handbook as a core material for onboard training and refresher 

courses.

Benefits for Seafarers and Ship Operators

Adopting the Australian Seafarers Handbook AHP 20 offers tangible advantages for both individual crew members

and the broader maritime industry.

Enhanced Compliance

By following the handbook’s guidelines, operators can:

•  Reduce the risk of fines and legal penalties.

•  Ensure adherence to both national and international regulations.

•  Demonstrate due diligence during audits and inspections.

Improved Safety Culture

With clear safety protocols, crews can:

•  Conduct effective drills and emergency responses.

•  Identify and mitigate hazards proactively.

•  Report incidents promptly and accurately.

Better Crew Welfare

The handbook’s welfare guidelines help operators to:

•  Provide adequate medical care and mental health support.

•  Maintain healthy living conditions onboard.

•  Foster a supportive environment that reduces turnover.

Environmental Stewardship

Compliance with environmental sections of AHP 20 ensures that:

•  Vessel operations minimise ecological impact.

•  Waste is managed responsibly, reducing pollution risks.

•  Operators meet Australia’s commitments to marine conservation.

Implementation in the Australian Maritime Industry

Adopting the handbook involves a coordinated effort across multiple stakeholders. Below is a practical roadmap for

implementation.



Step 1: Conduct a Gap Analysis

Evaluate current practices against the handbook’s requirements. Identify areas where procedures need updating or

training is required.

Step 2: Update Policies and SOPs

Revise internal Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) to reflect AHP 20 guidelines. Ensure all documentation is

consistent and accessible.

Step 3: Train the Crew

Integrate the handbook into onboarding and refresher training programs. Use interactive modules and

scenario �based drills to reinforce learning.

Step 4: Monitor Compliance

Establish a compliance monitoring framework that includes regular audits, incident reporting, and corrective action

plans.

Step 5: Review and Update

Keep the handbook in the active curriculum by reviewing new editions and incorporating updates into training and

SOPs.

Comparison with International Standards

The Australian Seafarers Handbook AHP 20 aligns closely with major international maritime conventions, yet it also

addresses specific national priorities.

Alignment with SOLAS

AHP 20 incorporates SOLAS requirements for safety equipment, fire protection, and life �saving appliances. It

expands on these by providing Australian context, such as local weather patterns and port regulations.

Conformance to MARPOL

Environmental sections of the handbook mirror MARPOL Annexes, with additional Australian legislation like the

Marine (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act 1997.

STCW Integration

The handbook supports STCW requirements for crew training and competency, offering detailed pathways for

certification and continuous professional development.

Unique Australian Elements

Beyond international alignment, AHP 20 includes:

•  Specific guidelines for operating in Australian Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) waters.

•  Regulations for the handling of Australian hazardous materials.

•  Standards for crew welfare tailored to the Australian maritime workforce.

Frequently Asked Questions

•  What is the difference between the print and digital versions of AHP 20? The content is identical; the digital 

version offers searchability, bookmarks, and mobile access.

•  How often is the handbook updated? AMSA releases updates annually or when significant regulatory 



changes occur.

•  Is AHP 20 mandatory for all Australian vessels? Yes, it is a statutory reference for all vessels operating under 

Australian jurisdiction.

•  Can I use AHP 20 for international voyages? While it aligns with international conventions, you should also 

consult the IMO’s latest guidelines for non �Australian waters.

•  Where can I find training materials based on AHP 20? AMSA’s website hosts downloadable training modules 

and case studies.

Conclusion

The Australian Seafarers Handbook AHP 20stands as a cornerstone of maritime safety, compliance, and crew

welfare in Australia. By consolidating licensing, health, safety, environmental, and operational information into a

single, authoritative resource, it empowers seafarers and ship operators to navigate complex regulations with

confidence. Whether you are a seasoned maritime professional or a newcomer to the industry, embracing the

guidance within AHP 20 will enhance safety outcomes, ensure legal compliance, and foster a culture of

responsibility across the Australian fleet. Stay informed, stay compliant, and set sail with confidence.
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