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Introduction

For scholars, students, and readers of Christian literature, Augustine of Hippo’s Confessionsremains a cornerstone
of spiritual and philosophical thought. While the original Latin text dates back to the early fourth century, the 2001
mass market paperback edition published by New City Press in Hyde Park, New York, offers a fresh lens on this
timeless work. Translated by the meticulous scholar Trans Maria Boulding, this edition brings Augustine’s
introspective journey into contemporary language, making it accessible to a broader audience without sacrificing
depth. In this article we explore the historical context of Augustine’s masterpiece, the unique qualities of Boulding’s
translation, the role of New City Press, and why this particular edition has become a favorite for both casual
readers and academic circles.

Augustine’s Confessions: A Brief Overview

Augustine’s Confessionsis more than an autobiography; it is a theological meditation that intertwines personal
experience with divine revelation. Written in the first person, the text chronicles Augustine’s formative years, his
struggles with sin, and his eventual conversion to Christianity. The work is structured into thirteen books, each
addressing themes such as memory, time, the nature of the soul, and the relationship between God and humanity.
Scholars regard the Confessions as one of the earliest autobiographical works in Western literature, and its
influence extends from medieval theology to modern existentialism.

The 2001 Mass Market Paperback Edition

Published in 2001, this edition was specifically designed for wide distribution. As a mass market paperback, it offers
affordability and portability, ensuring that Augustine’s insights reach readers beyond university libraries. The book’s
cover features a minimalist design with a subtle iconography that hints at the spiritual journey within. The paper
quality is robust, and the binding is durable enough for frequent handling—an essential feature for students and
clergy who may use the text in study groups or sermons.

Trans Maria Boulding: The Translator’s Vision

Trans Maria Boulding is renowned for her scholarly rigor and poetic sensibility. Her translation of the Confessions is
characterized by a balance between literal fidelity and readability. Boulding’s academic background in classical
studies and her experience translating ancient texts allow her to capture Augustine’s nuanced language while
maintaining contemporary relevance. She employs a clear, unembellished style that respects Augustine’s original
voice, yet she introduces footnotes and explanatory remarks that help modern readers navigate historical
references and theological concepts.

Key Features of Boulding’s Translation

¢ Faithful Rendering: Boulding preserves Augustine’s Latin syntax where possible, avoiding over modernization
that could distort meaning.



¢ Contextual Notes: The edition includes marginal notes that explain cultural and theological references.

» Consistent Terminology: Terms such as “deus” and “sensus” are translated consistently throughout the text,
aiding comprehension.

e Accessible Language: The translator uses everyday vocabulary, making the text approachable for high school
and college students.

New City Press: Publisher Profile

New City Press, based in Hyde Park, New York, has a long history of publishing scholarly works that bridge
academia and the general public. With a focus on religious studies, philosophy, and history, the press has built a
reputation for high editorial standards and thoughtful design. The 2001 Confessions edition exemplifies their
commitment to quality, featuring a clean layout, clear typography, and thoughtful page layout that enhances
readability.

Why Hyde /Park, NY Matters

Hyde /Park’s proximity to major academic institutions in the New /York metropolitan area provides New City Press with
access to a vibrant intellectual community. This geographical advantage allows the publisher to collaborate with
scholars, attend conferences, and stay abreast of emerging research, all of which inform the editorial process for
each edition.

Edition Details and Physical Features

The mass market paperback edition is 256 pages long, with a 6.9 x 0.3 x 9.4 inch format. The paper is a high quality,
acid free stock that resists yellowing over time. The cover art is a subtle blend of light and shadow, symbolizing
Augustine’s journey from ignorance to enlightenment. The spine includes the title, author name, translator, and
publisher, making it easily identifiable on a shelf.

Interior Design Highlights

1. Clear Typography: The main text is set in a serif font at 11pt, with a generous line spacing that eases reading.

2. Margin Notes: The translator's marginal notes are in italics, allowing readers to distinguish them from the
main text.

3. lllustrations: A few tasteful illustrations accompany key passages, providing visual context.

4. Bibliographic Section: At the end of the book, a bibliography lists primary and secondary sources for further
study.

Translational Approach and Language

Trans Maria Boulding’s approach to translation is rooted in a deep respect for Augustine’s theological precision.
Rather than opting for a word for word translation, Boulding carefully balances literal meaning with the rhythm of
English prose. This method preserves the contemplative tone of Augustine’s narrative while ensuring that the text
remains engaging for modern readers.

Comparative Analysis with Other Translations

« New Revised Standard Version (NRSV): The NRSV offers a more formal, scholarly translation that may be
challenging for lay readers.

¢ New American Bible (NAB): The NAB is tailored for liturgical use, with a focus on doctrinal accuracy.

e Trans Maria Boulding: Strikes a middle ground, offering clarity without sacrificing depth.

Critical Reception and Reviews



Since its release, the 2001 edition has received positive reviews from both academic journals and general book
reviewers. Critics praise Boulding’s linguistic choices and the edition’s accessibility. The New York Times

highlighted the translator’s ability to maintain Augustine’s introspective voice while making the text approachable for
contemporary audiences. Academic reviews in journals such as The Journal of Early Christian Studiesnote the
edition’s comprehensive footnotes and its potential as a teaching tool.

Highlights from Notable Reviews

¢ “A Fresh Perspective on a Timeless Classic” — The Atlantic
e “Bridging the Gap Between Scholarship and Popularity” — Christianity Today

Academic and Literary Impact

The 2001 edition has become a staple in many university curricula. Professors appreciate the translator's
explanatory notes, which help students contextualize Augustine’s references to Roman law, Greek philosophy, and
early Christian doctrine. The book’s affordability also encourages broader distribution in developing countries,
where access to scholarly resources can be limited.

Use in Classroom Settings

e Discussion Guides: The publisher includes a set of suggested discussion questions for each book.

e Student Editions: A separate student edition with simplified language is also available.

 Digital Resources: Accompanying PDFs with searchable text enhance accessibility for visually impaired
readers.

How to Find and Acquire the Edition

While the 2001 mass market paperback remains in print, its popularity means it can sometimes be hard to locate in
local bookstores. However, several options make it easily obtainable.

Online Retailers
1. Amazon — Search “Augustine Confessions Trans Maria Boulding 2001” to find both new and used copies.
2. Barnes &amp; Noble — Check the online catalog for in stock copies or backorder options.
3. Book Depository — Free worldwide shipping for international buyers.

Libraries and Academic Institutions

¢ University libraries often hold multiple copies for reference and classroom use.
¢ Public libraries may acquire the book through interlibrary loan systems.
« Digital library platforms like JISTOR and Google Books sometimes offer previews.

Used Book Stores and Thrift Shops

Secondhand bookstores and online marketplaces such as eBay frequently list the edition at discounted prices. Be
sure to verify the edition number and condition before purchase.

Comparison with Other Translations

Choosing a translation depends on your reading goals. Below is a side by side comparison to help you decide.



Feature

Target Audience

Language Style

Notes &amp; Annotations

Trans Maria Boulding
(2001)

General readers &amp;
students

Clear, contemporary

Comprehensive marginal
notes

New Revised Standard
Version (NRSV)

Academic scholars

Formal, scholarly

Extensive footnotes

New American Bible
(NAB)

Liturgical readers

Doctrinally precise

Minimal explanatory notes

Availability Mass market paperback Hardcover &amp; Hardcover &amp;
paperback paperback
Price Range Low to moderate Moderate to high Moderate to high

Frequently Asked Questions

What makes the 2001 edition unique?

The translation by Trans Maria Boulding offers a blend of readability and scholarly precision, complemented by
thoughtful marginal notes that illuminate Augustine’s context.

Is this edition suitable for a devotional reading?

Yes. The accessible language and concise annotations make it ideal for personal devotion and reflection.

Can | use this edition in a classroom?

Absolutely. The publisher provides discussion guides and a student version that simplifies complex passages.

Where can | find a digital copy?
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