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Introduction

The world of robotics has long been a playground for curious minds, and few platforms have captured the

imagination of both students and hobbyists as effectively as Lego Mindstorms EV3. Among the voices that have

shaped how we approach programming on this platform, Terry Griffin stands out as a pioneer who blends creativity,

logic, and pedagogy into a cohesive art form. This article explores the art of Lego Mindstorms EV3 programming

through the lens of Terry Griffin’s insights, offering a detailed guide that balances theory, practical steps, and

inspirational projects. Whether you’re a teacher looking to enrich a STEM curriculum, a parent eager to spark your

child’s interest in coding, or an enthusiast wanting to deepen your robot-building skills, the principles outlined here

will help you navigate the EV3 ecosystem with confidence and flair.

Understanding the Art of Lego Mindstorms EV3 Programming

What is Lego Mindstorms EV3?

Lego Mindstorms EV3 is a robotics kit that combines Lego’s iconic building blocks with a programmable brick,

motors, sensors, and a suite of software tools. Released in 2013, the EV3 platform built on the success of its

predecessors, offering a more powerful processor, improved sensor interfaces, and a flexible development

environment. The brick’s intuitive design allows users to construct complex mechanical structures while the

accompanying software lets them bring those structures to life through code.

Why Programming Matters

At its core, programming transforms static assemblies into dynamic systems capable of perception, decision-

making, and action. In the EV3 context, coding is what lets a robot navigate a maze, track a line, or respond to

touch. Beyond functional behavior, programming introduces learners to algorithmic thinking, problem

decomposition, and iterative refinement—skills that extend far beyond robotics. Terry Griffin emphasizes that

programming is not merely a technical skill; it’s a creative medium that empowers users to articulate their ideas in a

language that machines can execute.

The Intersection of Creativity and Logic

One of the most compelling aspects of EV3 programming is the balance between creative design and logical

structure. A robot’s chassis might be a whimsical sculpture, but its behavior requires disciplined flow control,

precise timing, and accurate sensor interpretation. Griffin’s approach celebrates this duality, encouraging

designers to treat code as an extension of their artistic vision rather than a separate, mechanical process.

Terry Griffin’s Philosophy and Techniques

Background and Inspiration

Terry Griffin, a veteran educator and robotics enthusiast, has spent over two decades mentoring students in coding

and engineering. His journey began with early computer science courses and evolved into a passion for hands-on

learning through Lego Mindstorms. Griffin’s work is rooted in the belief that learning should be engaging,

collaborative, and contextually relevant. He draws inspiration from classic programming paradigms while infusing



modern educational theories such as project-based learning and inquiry-based exploration.

Key Principles of His Programming Style

•  Modularity: Griffin advocates breaking code into reusable blocks, mirroring the modular nature of Lego 

pieces.  This practice enhances readability, simplifies debugging, and promotes collaboration.

•  Iterative Development: Instead of aiming for perfection in the first draft, he encourages rapid prototyping, 

testing, and refinement.  Each iteration surfaces new insights and opportunities for improvement.

•  Sensor-First Design: By prioritizing sensor input, Griffin ensures that robots remain responsive to their 

environment.  This approach fosters a deeper understanding of how physical inputs translate into digital actions.

•  Storytelling Through Code: He frames programming challenges as narratives, guiding learners to craft robots 

that “tell a story” through their movements and interactions.

Getting Started: Setting Up Your EV3 Environment

Hardware Requirements

Before diving into code, gather the essential components:

1.  Lego Mindstorms EV3 Brick

2.  EV3 Motors (Large, Medium, or NXT)

3.  EV3 Sensors (Touch, Color, Ultrasonic, Gyro, or Infrared)

4.  Lego Technic or Education sets for building chassis

5.  USB cable for connecting the brick to a computer

6.  Optional: Bluetooth or Wi �Fi module for wireless control

Software Options

Several development environments support EV3 programming, each with its own strengths:

•  LEGO Mindstorms EV3 Software (EV3Dev): The official platform, featuring a graphical programming interface 

(EV3-G) and a text-based option via Python or Java.

•  LeJOS: A Java-based firmware that provides low-level access to the brick’s hardware.

•  EV3 Python: A Python implementation that leverages the EV3’s built-in MicroPython interpreter.

•  Third �Party IDEs: Tools like Visual Studio Code with EV3 extensions or Eclipse can streamline code 

management.

For beginners, the graphical EV3-G interface is highly intuitive, while more advanced users may prefer the flexibility

of Python or Java.

Step �by �Step Guide to Building Your First EV3 Robot

1. Conceptualize Your Robot’s Purpose

Start by defining a clear goal: will your robot navigate a maze, follow a line, or perform a simple dance? This

decision guides the selection of motors, sensors, and mechanical design.

2. Design the Chassis

Using Lego Technic elements, create a sturdy base that accommodates all components. Keep weight distribution

balanced to avoid tipping. Incorporate mounting brackets for motors and sensors, ensuring they are accessible for

wiring.

3. Assemble the Mechanical Structure

Attach wheels, gear trains, and any additional appendages. Test the movement manually to confirm smooth



operation before connecting to the brick.

4. Wire the Electronics

Connect motors to output ports (A, B, C, or D) and sensors to input ports (1, 2, 3, or 4). Verify that the connections

are secure and that the brick recognizes each device.

5. Write the Initial Program

Using EV3-G, create a simple loop that drives the robot forward for a set duration. Test the program by running it

on the brick; adjust motor power or timing as needed.

6. Incrementally Add Features

Introduce sensor logic: for example, use an ultrasonic sensor to detect obstacles and stop or turn accordingly.

Apply Griffin’s iterative development principle—add one feature, test, then refine.

7. Debug and Optimize

Use the brick’s diagnostic tools to monitor sensor values and motor responses. Fine �tune PID parameters if your

robot requires precise movement control.

8. Document Your Code

Comment each block or function, explaining its purpose. This practice not only aids future debugging but also

aligns with Griffin’s emphasis on clarity and collaboration.

Advanced Programming Concepts Inspired by Terry Griffin

Modular Design

Encapsulate recurring behaviors into separate subroutines or blocks. For instance, create a “drive forward” module

that accepts speed and duration as parameters.  This modularity reduces duplication and eases maintenance.

Event �Driven Programming

Instead of continuous polling, use event listeners to react to sensor changes. In Python, this might involve defining

callback functions that trigger when an ultrasonic sensor detects an obstacle. Event �driven code is often more

efficient and responsive.

Sensor Fusion

Combine data from multiple sensors to create richer behavior. A robot could use both a color sensor (to detect line

color) and a gyro sensor (to maintain heading). Griffin encourages experimenting with fusion to solve complex

navigation problems.

Algorithmic Optimization

Apply search algorithms—such as A* or Dijkstra’s algorithm—to plan paths in a maze. Even simple heuristics, like

“turn right when an obstacle is detected,” can be formalized into code for better performance.

Real �Time Feedback Loops

Implement control loops that adjust motor power based on real �time sensor feedback. For example, a PID controller

can keep a robot on a straight line by continuously correcting wheel speeds.

Data Logging and Analysis

Record sensor readings and motor outputs during operation. Analyze the data to identify patterns or bottlenecks.



This practice mirrors Griffin’s emphasis on reflective learning.

Case Studies: Projects Showcasing the Art of LEGO Mindstorms EV3 
Programming

1. Autonomous Line �Follower

Using a color sensor, the robot detects a black line on a white surface and follows it by adjusting wheel speeds.

The code demonstrates sensor fusion (color + gyro) and real �time feedback loops.

2. Maze �Solving Robot

Equipped with an ultrasonic sensor and a simple depth �first search algorithm, the robot maps a maze, identifies

dead ends, and backtracks efficiently.

3. Interactive Dance Bot

Combining touch sensors and a motorized arm, the robot performs a dance routine that changes choreography

based on user interaction, illustrating event �driven programming and storytelling.

4. Object �Tracking Rover

Using a combination of color and infrared sensors, the robot follows a target object while maintaining a safe

distance, showcasing sensor fusion and adaptive control.

5. Educational Classroom Kit

Griffin’s “Robot �Builder” curriculum includes step �by �step labs that integrate programming, mechanical design, and

collaborative teamwork.  The curriculum emphasizes modular code, iterative testing, and peer review.

Resources and Community for Further Learning

Official LEGO Mindstorms Resources

•  LEGO Education Website: Offers lesson plans, tutorials, and community forums.

•  EV3 Software Downloads: Latest firmware and IDEs.
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•  advanced engineering electromagnetics solution manual edition hardcover by balanis constantine a 
published by wiley

   URL: http://djjsearch.com/advanced-engineering-electromagnetics-solution-manual-edition-hardcover-by-balanis-constantine-a-published-
by-wiley.pdf

•  advanced engineering electromagnetics solutions manual
   URL: http://djjsearch.com/advanced-engineering-electromagnetics-solutions-manual.pdf

•  advanced engineering electromagnetics wiley 1989 grading
   URL: http://djjsearch.com/advanced-engineering-electromagnetics-wiley-1989-grading.pdf

•  advanced engineering fluid mechanics by biswas
   URL: http://djjsearch.com/advanced-engineering-fluid-mechanics-by-biswas.pdf

http://djjsearch.com/advanced-engineering-electromagnetics-solution-manual-edition-hardcover-by-balanis-constantine-a-published-by-wiley.pdf
http://djjsearch.com/advanced-engineering-electromagnetics-solution-manual-edition-hardcover-by-balanis-constantine-a-published-by-wiley.pdf
http://djjsearch.com/advanced-engineering-electromagnetics-solutions-manual.pdf
http://djjsearch.com/advanced-engineering-electromagnetics-wiley-1989-grading.pdf
http://djjsearch.com/advanced-engineering-fluid-mechanics-by-biswas.pdf
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