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Ariba Sourcing Reporting and Analysis Guide — Mastering Ariba Connect

In today’s fast paced procurement landscape, data is the new currency. Organizations that harness the power of
advanced sourcing analytics can identify cost savings, mitigate risk, and drive supplier performance with
unprecedented precision. SAP’s Ariba Connect platform has become a cornerstone for many enterprises looking to
elevate their sourcing strategy. However, unlocking the full potential of Ariba’s reporting and analysis tools requires
a clear roadmap. This comprehensive guide will walk you through the fundamentals of Ariba sourcing reporting,
showcase the key features of Ariba Connect, and provide actionable steps to build custom reports, perform
advanced analysis, and integrate insights across your organization.

1. Understanding Ariba Sourcing Reporting and Analysis

Ariba Sourcing Reporting is the backbone of data driven procurement. It transforms raw sourcing data—bids,
spend, supplier interactions—into meaningful insights. By combining this data with robust analytics, procurement
teams can identify trends, benchmark performance, and make informed decisions that align with corporate strategy.

1.1 What is Ariba Sourcing?

Ariba Sourcing is a cloud based solution that streamlines the entire procurement lifecycle, from requisition to
contract management. It offers features such as e tendering, supplier collaboration, and contract authoring. The
platform’s integrated analytics layer provides real time visibility into spend, supplier performance, and market
conditions.

1.2 The Role of Reporting and Analysis

Reporting and analysis in Ariba serve two primary purposes: visibility and actionability. Visibility ensures
stakeholders can see what's happening across the supply chain, while actionability translates that data into
concrete procurement actions—negotiation tactics, supplier diversification, or process improvements.

2.Why Reporting Matters in Ariba Sourcing

Effective reporting is more than just number crunching; it's a strategic enabler. Accurate, timely data empowers
procurement leaders to steer their organization toward cost reduction, compliance, and innovation. In a world
where spend can represent up to 60% of a company’s operating costs, the stakes are high.

2.1 Data Driven Decision Making

When procurement teams rely on real data, they can move away from intuition and toward evidence based
decisions. For instance, by analyzing spend by category, firms can identify high volume items that warrant bulk
purchasing or strategic sourcing initiatives.

2.2 Cost Savings and Supplier Management

Reporting enables procurement to track savings achieved through negotiations, price concessions, and process
efficiencies. Additionally, supplier performance metrics—delivery lead times, quality scores, and compliance rates—
can be monitored to identify high risk suppliers and reward top performers.



3. Key Reporting Features in Ariba Connect

Ariba Connect is the integration layer that connects Ariba’s procurement modules with other enterprise systems. Its
reporting capabilities are built to provide a unified view of procurement data, regardless of source. Below are the
core features you'll find in Ariba Connect’s reporting suite.

3.1 Standard Reports

Ariba offers a library of pre built reports that cover common procurement metrics: spend by vendor, contract
compliance, savings reports, and supplier diversity dashboards. These reports can be accessed with a few clicks
and are ideal for quick status checks.

3.2 Custom Report Builder

The Custom Report Builder allows users to design reports tailored to their specific needs. By selecting data
sources, defining filters, and arranging metrics, procurement professionals can create dashboards that reflect their
unigue business questions.

3.3 Dashboard and Visual Analytics

Ariba’s visual analytics tools turn raw numbers into interactive charts, heat maps, and trend lines. Dashboards can
be shared across departments, ensuring that finance, compliance, and operations all have the same data view.

4. Building a Custom Report: Step by Step Guide

Creating a custom report in Ariba Connect is a straightforward process. Below is a detailed walkthrough to help you
get started.

1. Login and Navigation — Sign in to your Ariba Connect portal. From the main menu, select Reporting &
Analytics and click Custom Report Builder.

2. Choosing Data Sources — Choose the data sets you need, such as Spend Data, Supplier Master, or Contract
Data. You can combine multiple sources to enrich your report.

3. Defining Filters — Apply filters to narrow down the dataset. Common filters include date ranges, supplier
categories, or spend thresholds.

4. Setting Up Metrics — Drag and drop metrics onto the canvas. Typical metrics include Total Spend, Average
Unit Price, Supplier Score, and Compliance Rate.

5. Formatting — Choose chart types (bar, line, pie), set colors, and add labels. Use conditional formatting to
highlight outliers.

6. Saving and Sharing — Save your report with a descriptive name. Share it with stakeholders or schedule
automated email deliveries.

Once the report is saved, you can schedule it to run at regular intervals, ensuring that decision makers always have
the latest data at their fingertips.

5. Advanced Analysis Techniques

Beyond basic reporting, Ariba Connect supports sophisticated analytical methods that can uncover hidden
opportunities and risks.

5.1 Trend Analysis

Trend analysis tracks key metrics over time, revealing patterns such as seasonal demand spikes or price volatility.
By visualizing these trends, procurement teams can anticipate market shifts and adjust sourcing strategies



accordingly.

5.2 Benchmarking Against Industry Standards

Ariba’s benchmarking capabilities allow you to compare your spend, supplier performance, and compliance metrics
against industry peers. This insight helps identify best practices and areas where your organization lags behind the
competition.

5.3 Supplier Performance Scorecards

Scorecards aggregate multiple supplier KPIs—delivery time, quality, cost, and compliance—into a single score.
These dashboards help procurement quickly assess which suppliers meet or exceed expectations and which
require improvement plans.

6. Integrating Ariba Connect with Other Systems

Ariba Connect’s integration layer is designed to break down data silos. By syncing data with ERP, finance, and
analytics platforms, organizations can achieve a holistic view of procurement performance.
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