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When tackling the APUSH exam, Chapter 25—covering the Great Depression, the New Deal, and the lead up to
World War Il—is one of the most challenging sections. The material is dense, the questions demand nuanced

analysis, and the time constraints of the exam can make it feel overwhelming. That's why a reliable set of study

guide answers is essential. In this comprehensive guide, we’ll walk through the core themes, key events, and

pivotal figures of Chapter 25, and we’ll provide carefully crafted answers that reflect the depth and critical thinking

expected by APUSH instructors. All of this is organized in a format inspired by the popular “Wembleyore” study

resource, ensuring you have the most accurate, exam ready content at your fingertips.

Understanding Chapter 25: The Great Depression and the Road to World War /Il

Chapter 25 focuses on a period of profound economic hardship and political upheaval that reshaped the United
States and the world. From the stock market crash of 1929 to the rise of fascist regimes abroad, the era demanded
a reevaluation of government’s role in society, the limits of laissez faire economics, and the moral questions of
interventionism. The APUSH exam will test not only factual recall but also your ability to interpret primary sources,
analyze cause and effect, and compare policies across different administrations.

Key Themes and Historical Concepts

e Economic Crisis and Social Impact: The Great Depression’s ripple effects on rural and urban communities,
the Dust Bowl, and the migration patterns that followed.

¢ Government Response: The New Deal’s major programs—CCC, WPA, Social Security, and the Agricultural
Adjustment Act—and their long term influence on federal policy.

¢ Political Realignment: The shift of voter coalitions, the rise of the Democratic Party under Roosevelt, and the
decline of the Republican “business” coalition.

« Foreign Policy Evolution: The transition from isolationism to interventionism, the Lend Lease Act, and the
diplomatic tensions with Germany, Italy, and Japan.

« ldeological Battles: The clash between capitalist liberalism and emerging fascist ideologies, and the domestic
debates over civil liberties during wartime.

Essential Dates and Events

1. 1929 — Stock market crash; onset of the Great Depression.

1933 — Roosevelt's first inaugural address; New Deal legislation begins.
1933-1938 — Implementation of New Deal programs.

1939 — Germany invades Poland; start of World War /I1.

1940 — Lend Lease Act signed.

1941 — Pearl Harbor attack; U.S. enters World War /IlI.
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Primary Figures and Their Impact

e Franklin D. Roosevelt: Architect of the New Deal, his leadership style and policy choices defined the era.
e Henry A. Wallace: Vice President and later Secretary of Agriculture, a key proponent of New Deal reforms.
* Herbert Hoover: President during the early Depression; his policies are often critiqued for inadequacy.



¢ Charles Lindbergh: Symbol of isolationist sentiment; his influence on public opinion shaped policy debates.
* Winston Churchill and Adolf Hitler: Their foreign policy decisions directly impacted U.S. diplomatic choices.

Sample APUSH Multiple Choice Questions and Answers

1. Which New Deal program was designed to provide immediate employment to millions of unemployed
workers by building public infrastructure?\n \n  A) Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC)

2. B) Works Progress Administration (WPA)

3. C) National Recovery Administration (NRA)

4. D) Social Security Act

Answer: B) Works Progress Administration (WPA)— The WPA was established in 1935 to create jobs through
large public works projects, such as roads, bridges, and public buildings.

¢ A) The federal government sought to reduce its role in the economy.

¢ B) The administration emphasized collective responsibility to combat economic collapse.
¢ C) The policy aimed to promote free market competition.

« D) It was a strategy to appease foreign powers.

Answer: B) The administration emphasized collective responsibility to combat economic collapse.The
phrase underscored Roosevelt's belief that federal intervention and cooperation among citizens were essential to
restore prosperity.

* A) The signing of the Treaty of Versailles.

e B) The Neutrality Acts of the 1930s.

e C) The Lend Lease Act of 1940.

e D) The establishment of the Federal Reserve.

Answer: C) The Lend Lease Act of 1940This legislation allowed the U.S. to supply Allied nations with war
material while maintaining a formal stance of neutrality.

Short Answer and Essay Prompts

1. Short Answer: Explain the role of the Civilian Conservation Corps in addressing both economic and
environmental issues during the Great Depression.

2. Essay Prompt: Assess the extent to which the New Deal redefined the relationship between the federal
government and American citizens. Use specific legislation and public reactions to support your analysis.

3. Essay Prompt: Compare and contrast the foreign policy approaches of the United States and Britain in the
years leading up to World War /11, focusing on how domestic politics shaped their international strategies.

How to Use These Answers Effectively

Merely memorizing the correct answer is not enough for APUSH success. Instead, use the provided answers as a
springboard for deeper study:

* Contextualize: For each answer, research the broader historical context—why the policy mattered, who
supported or opposed it, and what long term effects it had.

e Source Based Analysis: Pair each answer with primary sources (e.g., Roosevelt’s Fireside Chats, New Deal
pamphlets, or contemporary newspaper articles) to practice evidence driven responses.

¢ Practice Writing: Take the short answer prompts and write full, concise responses within the exam time limit.
Focus on thesis statements, supporting points, and a clear conclusion.

* Review and Revise: After completing a practice essay, compare it against the model answer. Identify gaps in
argumentation, missing evidence, or unclear transitions.



Common Mistakes to Avoid

Students often fall into a few recurring pitfalls when tackling Chapter /25 questions:

¢ Over generalization: Statements like “the New Deal solved the Great Depression” ignore the nuanced
outcomes and ongoing debates.

 Ignoring Primary Sources: APUSH exams reward students who can interpret documents. Skipping source
analysis weakens your answer.

 Failure to Address the Prompt: A well written essay that veers off topic will earn a lower score. Read the
prompt carefully and stay focused.

¢ Underestimating Time Management: Allocate time for planning, writing, and revising. Rushing can lead to
errors and incomplete arguments.

Conclusion

Chapter 25 is a pivotal section of the APUSH curriculum, demanding a blend of factual knowledge, analytical skill,
and historical empathy. By studying the core themes, mastering key dates and figures, and practicing with
well constructed answers—such as those found in this “Wembleyore” inspired guide—you’ll build a solid foundation
for the exam. Remember that the goal is not just to know the facts but to understand the forces that shaped
America’s path from economic despair to global leadership. With diligent preparation, critical thinking, and strategic
review, you'll be ready to tackle the APUSH exam with confidence and insight.
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