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Understanding API 670 5th Edition: The Cornerstone of Process Safety

When it comes to safeguarding critical industrial processes, the API 670 5th editionstands as a global

benchmark. Developed by the American Petroleum Institute, this standard provides a systematic framework for

designing, installing, operating, and maintaining Safety Instrumented Systems (SIS). Whether you are an engineer,

a plant manager, or a safety professional, mastering the concepts embedded in API 670 is essential for protecting

people, assets, and the environment.

In this comprehensive guide, we’ll explore the evolution of API 670, dissect its core components, highlight the

significant updates introduced in the 5th edition, and provide practical insights for implementing the standard in real-

world settings. By the end, you’ll have a clear understanding of how API 670 5th edition shapes process safety

strategies worldwide.
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The Evolution of API 670

API 670 was first introduced in 1977, addressing the growing need for a structured approach to process safety.

Over the decades, the standard has undergone multiple revisions to keep pace with technological advancements

and emerging industry practices. Each edition has introduced refinements that enhance clarity, broaden

applicability, and align with international safety frameworks.

Key milestones include:

•  1st Edition (1977): Established foundational terminology and risk assessment methods.

•  2nd Edition (1987): Integrated the concept of Safety Integrity Levels (SIL).

•  3rd Edition (1995): Introduced more detailed design and validation procedures.

•  4th Edition (2003): Emphasized software reliability and introduced new guidance for redundancy.

•  5th Edition (2016): Modernized risk assessment processes, expanded applicability to various industries, and 

aligned more closely with IEC 61508.

The 5th edition represents a pivotal shift toward a more holistic, risk-based approach that accommodates the

complexities of contemporary process industries.



Scope and Purpose

API 670 5th edition focuses on Safety Instrumented Systems (SIS), which are critical components designed to

detect hazardous conditions and trigger protective actions. The standard’s scope covers:

•  Design: From hazard identification to system architecture.

•  Installation: Physical and logical configuration of SIS components.

•  Operation: Day �to �day functioning, monitoring, and performance checks.

•  Maintenance: Routine inspections, testing, and corrective actions.

•  Documentation: Records, procedures, and change management.

By providing a comprehensive framework, API 670 ensures that SIS are robust, reliable, and compliant with global

safety expectations.

Core Concepts Explained

Safety Instrumented Function (SIF)

A Safety Instrumented Function is the fundamental building block of a Safety Instrumented System. It comprises a

sensor, logic solver, and final control element, all working together to bring a process to a safe state when a

hazardous condition is detected.

Safety Instrumented System (SIS)

A Safety Instrumented System is the collection of one or more SIFs that collectively provide the required level of

protection. SIS are typically designed to achieve a specific Safety Integrity Level (SIL).

Safety Integrity Level (SIL)

SIL is a quantitative measure of the reliability and performance of an SIS. It ranges from SIL 1 (lowest reliability) to

SIL 4 (highest reliability). The appropriate SIL is determined through a risk assessment that considers the severity

of potential incidents and the likelihood of failure.

Risk Assessment and Risk Reduction

API 670 5th edition emphasizes a risk-based methodology. Engineers must identify hazards, evaluate the risk, and

then select SIS that reduce the risk to an acceptable level. This approach ensures that resources are focused

where they provide the most benefit.

Safety Integrity Requirement (SIR)

The Safety Integrity Requirement is the target performance metric that a SIS must meet. It is expressed in terms of

probability of failure on demand (PFD) or probability of failure per hour (PFH), depending on the system’s operating

conditions.

Safety Instrumented Function Design Life (SIFDL)

Design life is the period over which the SIS must maintain its performance. It is a critical factor in determining

component selection and maintenance schedules.

What’s New in the 5th Edition?

While many of the core principles remain consistent across editions, the 5th edition introduces several noteworthy

enhancements that reflect modern engineering practices and industry needs.



1. Updated Risk Assessment Methodology

API 670 5th edition adopts a more structured risk assessment approach, integrating quantitative methods with

qualitative judgments. The standard now provides clearer guidance on selecting risk reduction factors (RRF) and

defining risk acceptance criteria.

2. Expanded Applicability Beyond Oil & Gas

Recognizing that Safety Instrumented Systems are critical across diverse sectors, the 5th edition broadens its

applicability to include chemicals, pharmaceuticals, power generation, and even food processing.

3. Enhanced Software Reliability Guidance

With software becoming increasingly integral to SIS, the standard now includes detailed requirements for software

development life cycle (SDLC), verification, validation, and configuration management.

4. Greater Emphasis on Redundancy and Diversity

Redundancy strategies are expanded to cover both hardware and software diversity, ensuring that SIS can

withstand a wider range of failure modes.

5. Alignment with IEC 61508 and IEC 61511

By harmonizing with international standards, API 670 5th edition facilitates global compliance and cross �border

collaboration.

6. Clarified Documentation Requirements

Documentation is now more granular, covering everything from design specifications to test reports and

maintenance logs, ensuring traceability and accountability.

Implementing API 670 5th Edition

Deploying a Safety Instrumented System in line with API 670 5th edition involves a series of systematic steps.

Below is a practical roadmap to guide your implementation.

Step 1: Hazard Identification & Risk Assessment

Begin by conducting a thorough hazard analysis. Identify potential failure scenarios, assess their severity, and

calculate the probability of occurrence. Use the risk matrix to determine the baseline risk level.

Step 2: Define Safety Integrity Requirements

Based on the risk assessment, establish the desired SIL. Translate this into a Safety Integrity Requirement (SIR)

expressed as PFD or PFH.

Step 3: Select Safety Instrumented Functions

Determine the specific SIFs needed to mitigate identified hazards. Each SIF should have a clear function, input

parameters, and a defined safe state.

Step 4: Design the Safety Instrumented System

Develop the SIS architecture, selecting sensors, logic solvers, final control elements, and communication networks

that meet the SIL criteria. Incorporate redundancy and diversity where appropriate.

Step 5: Software Development & Verification

Follow a rigorous SDLC. Perform requirement analysis, design, coding, unit testing, integration testing, and



validation. Document all stages for traceability.

Step 6: Installation & Integration

Physically install SIS components, ensuring proper wiring, grounding, and environmental protection. Integrate with

existing plant control systems.

Step 7: Testing & Commissioning

Execute functional tests, safety integrity tests, and performance verification. Verify that the SIS meets the SIR and

passes all required tests.

Step 8: Operation & Monitoring

Establish operating procedures, real �time monitoring, and alarm management. Use dashboards to track SIS status

and performance metrics.

Step 9: Maintenance & Re �qualification

Implement a preventive maintenance plan, schedule periodic testing, and conduct re �qualification when significant

changes occur.

Step 10: Documentation & Continuous Improvement

Maintain comprehensive records of design, testing, operation, and maintenance. Use lessons learned to refine

processes and enhance safety.

Real-World Applications

To illustrate the practical impact of API 670 5th edition, let’s examine several industry case studies.

Case Study 1: Chemical Plant – Sulfur Recovery Unit

In a large sulfur recovery unit, a SIS was implemented to shut down the reactor in case of a sudden temperature

spike. By applying API 670 5th edition, the plant achieved a SIL 3 system, reducing the risk of thermal runaway

incidents from a high to a low level.

Case Study 2: Power Generation – Steam Turbine Overspeed Protection

A power plant installed a SIS to monitor turbine speed and initiate a controlled shutdown if overspeed conditions

were detected. The system met SIL /2 requirements, ensuring compliance with both API 670 and IEC 61511.

Case Study 3: Pharmaceutical – Fermentation Process Control

In a biotech facility, a SIS protected against pH excursions during fermentation. Using the 5th edition guidelines, the

design incorporated redundancy and software diversity, achieving a SIL /2 level suitable for the critical process.

Case Study 4: Food Processing – Hazardous Gas Leak Detection

A food processing plant deployed a SIS to detect toxic gas leaks. The system’s design adhered to API 670 5th

edition, enabling rapid shutdown and evacuation, thereby safeguarding workers and preventing product

contamination.

Best Practices for Compliance
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