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API 620 Latest Edition 2013: A Comprehensive Guide

In the world of pressure vessels, the American Petroleum Institute (API) 620 standard is a cornerstone reference

for the design, fabrication, and inspection of large, welded, low �pressure vessels used in the petroleum,

petrochemical, and natural gas industries. The 2013 edition, often referred to as the “latest edition,” introduced

significant updates that reflect modern engineering practices, safety considerations, and advances in materials

science. This article provides an in �depth look at API 620 2013, its evolution, key changes, and practical implications

for engineers, fabricators, and inspectors.

1. Understanding API 620

1.1 What Is API 620?

API 620, officially titled Specification for Design and Construction of Large, Welded, Low �Pressure, Cylindrical Steel 

Vessels for the Petroleum, Petrochemical, and Natural Gas Industries, is a widely adopted code that sets the

minimum requirements for the design, materials, fabrication, inspection, and testing of pressure vessels. While it

covers vessels up to 4,000 psi, it is specifically tailored for low �pressure applications, making it ideal for storage

tanks, reactors, and other equipment that operate within a moderate pressure range.

1.2 Why Is the 2013 Edition Important?

The 2013 edition, released in September 2013, marked a milestone in the API 620 lifecycle. It incorporated lessons

learned from previous editions, addressed emerging industry practices, and aligned the standard with

contemporary safety and environmental concerns. For professionals, understanding the nuances of the 2013

revision is essential to ensure compliance, optimize design, and maintain certification status.

2. Historical Evolution of API 620

2.1 From the First Edition to 2013

•  1979 – The first edition of API 620 was published, establishing baseline requirements for low �pressure vessels.

•  1985 – The second edition introduced more detailed welding procedures and inspection guidelines.

•  1993 – The third edition expanded the scope to include more material options and refined design equations.

•  2003 – The fourth edition focused on improved testing methods and clarified the role of non �destructive 

evaluation (NDE).

•  2013 – The fifth edition (latest as of 2013) integrated modern materials, updated safety factors, and 

harmonized with other API codes.

2.2 Key Drivers for the 2013 Update

1.  Enhanced Safety – Incorporation of new safety factors and stress analysis techniques.

2.  Material Advances – Inclusion of high �strength low �carbon steels and advanced alloys.

3.  Environmental Compliance – Alignment with stricter environmental regulations concerning corrosion and 

leakage.

4.  Global Harmonization – Better alignment with international codes such as ASME Boiler & Pressure Vessel 

Code (BPVC).



3. Scope and Coverage of the 2013 Edition

3.1 Vessel Types Covered

The 2013 edition covers cylindrical vessels with or without heads, including:

•  Storage tanks

•  Reactors

•  Heat exchangers

•  Pressure vessels for process equipment

3.2 Design Pressure and Temperature Limits

Vessels designed under API 620 2013 may operate at pressures up to 4,000 psi and temperatures ranging from

"�40°F to 1,500°F, depending on material selection and design parameters.

3.3 Material and Construction Requirements

The standard specifies allowable materials, such as:

•  Carbon steel (e.g., API 5L, API 5C)

•  Low �alloy steels (e.g., API 5A)

•  High �strength low �carbon steels (e.g., API 5B)

4. Key Changes in the 2013 Edition

4.1 Updated Design Equations

The 2013 edition refined the stress analysis equations used for cylindrical shells, heads, and welds. It introduced a

new approach for determining allowable stresses based on the material’s yield strength and a revised safety factor.

4.2 Expanded Material Options

New material classes were added, including:

•  API 5B – High �strength low �carbon steels

•  API 5C – Advanced alloy steels for high �temperature applications

4.3 Improved Welding Procedures

Welding standards were updated to incorporate modern techniques such as:

•  Submerged arc welding (SAW)

•  Automated gas tungsten arc welding (GTAW)

•  Robotic welding systems

4.4 Enhanced Inspection and Testing Protocols

Non �destructive testing (NDT) methods were expanded, including:

•  Acoustic emission testing

•  Digital radiography

•  Phased array ultrasonic testing

4.5 Clarified Documentation Requirements

Documentation now requires more detailed records of:

•  Design calculations

•  Material certifications



•  Welding procedure specifications (WPS)

•  Inspection reports

5. Design and Engineering Considerations

5.1 Load Analysis

Engineers must evaluate all loads, including:

•  Internal pressure

•  External pressure (e.g., soil pressure for buried tanks)

•  Thermal stresses

•  Seismic loads (where applicable)

5.2 Allowable Stress Calculation

The 2013 edition recommends using the following formula for cylindrical shells:

Allowable Stress = Yield Strength / Safety Factor\n\n\nWhere the safety factor typically ranges from 1.5 to 2.0,

depending on material and operating conditions.

5.3 Wall Thickness Determination

Wall thickness is calculated using the classical thin �shell theory, adjusted for thick �wall vessels where necessary. The

standard provides tables and equations to ensure compliance with stress limits.

5.4 Head Design

Heads can be hemispherical, ellipsoidal, or conical. The 2013 edition includes updated formulas for each head

type, ensuring uniform stress distribution.

6. Material Requirements

6.1 Material Selection

Choosing the right material is critical. The 2013 edition provides guidance on:

•  Corrosion resistance for specific fluids

•  Temperature tolerance

•  Mechanical properties (yield strength, tensile strength)

6.2 Material Certification

All materials must have an API certificate or equivalent. The 2013 edition emphasizes the importance of traceability

and documentation.

7. Fabrication and Welding

7.1 Welding Procedure Specifications (WPS)

WPS documents must include:

•  Welding parameters (current, voltage, travel speed)

•  Pre �heat and post �heat requirements

•  Filler material specifications

•  Acceptance criteria for weld quality

7.2 Welding Qualification



Welders must be qualified according to API 1104, with the 2013 edition providing updated qualification tests that

reflect modern welding technologies.

7.3 Fabrication Tolerances

Precision in fabrication is vital. The standard specifies tolerances for:

•  Dimensional accuracy

•  Surface finish

•  Alignment of weld joints

8. Inspection and Testing

8.1 Pre �Fabrication Inspection

Before fabrication, raw materials undergo:

•  Visual inspection for defects

•  Dimensional checks

•  Material testing (e.g., tensile, hardness)

8.2 In �Process Inspection

During fabrication, welders and inspectors must perform:

•  Weld bead inspection

•  Non �destructive testing (NDT) of critical welds

•  Verification of welding parameters

8.3 Post �Fabrication Testing

After completion, vessels undergo:

•  Hydrostatic pressure tests

•  Radiographic testing for weld integrity

•  Acoustic emission testing for crack detection

9. Certification Process

9.1 Design Certification

Design documents must be reviewed and approved by an API 620 certification body. The review focuses on:

•  Compliance with design equations

•  Material selection

•  Welding procedures

•  Inspection plans

9.2 Fabrication Certification

Fabrication must be monitored by a certified inspector who ensures that:

•  All welds meet the specified WPS

•  Material certifications are valid

•  NDT results are within acceptable limits

9.3 Final Acceptance

Upon successful completion of testing, the vessel receives an API 620 certificate of compliance, allowing it to enter



service.

10. Compliance and Enforcement

10.1 Regulatory Context

API 620 is often adopted by regulatory bodies worldwide, including the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT)

and the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA). Compliance ensures legal operation and mitigates

liability.

10.2 Common Compliance Challenges

•  Misinterpretation of design equations

•  Inadequate material certification

•  Non �conforming weld procedures

•  Insufficient documentation

10.3 Best Practices for Maintaining Compliance
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