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Introduction

In the world of oil, gas, and petrochemical pipelines, the API 5L standard is the benchmark that governs the design,

manufacturing, and inspection of line pipe. Over the years, the American Petroleum Institute (API) has released

successive editions of this critical standard, each refining technical requirements to enhance safety, reliability, and

performance. Among the most frequently discussed updates are the 44th and 45th editions, which introduced

significant changes in material classifications, mechanical property limits, and inspection protocols. Understanding

the nuances between these two editions is essential for engineers, procurement specialists, and quality managers

who must ensure compliance while balancing cost and operational efficiency.

This article provides a thorough, 2000 �plus �word comparison of the API 5L 44th and 45th editions. It covers the

historical evolution of the standard, the technical distinctions that differentiate the two editions, and practical

implications for pipeline projects worldwide. By the end of this guide, readers will have a clear, actionable

understanding of how the 45th edition builds on the 44th, and why the newer requirements are shaping the future

of line pipe manufacturing and inspection.

API 5L: A Brief Overview

API 5L is a specification for line pipe that outlines the mechanical and chemical properties of steel used in the 

transportation of petroleum, natural gas, and other fluids. The standard is divided into two main classifications: 

Product Class 80 for medium �pressure applications and Product Class 120 for high �pressure, high �temperature 

environments. Each class is further subdivided into Type 1 and Type 2based on mechanical property

requirements, with Type 1 pipes offering higher strength and Type 2 pipes being more economical for

lower �pressure applications.

API 5L also defines the permissible materials, welding procedures, surface finish, dimensional tolerances, and

testing methods. These requirements are designed to ensure that line pipe can withstand the harsh conditions of

pipeline service, including high pressures, temperature fluctuations, and corrosive environments.

Historical Context: From the 44th to the 45th Edition

The 44th edition of API 5L, released in 2014, represented a comprehensive update that consolidated previous

revisions and introduced new material designations and testing methods. However, industry experience and

emerging technologies highlighted areas where the standard could be refined. Consequently, the 45th edition was

published in 2018, incorporating feedback from manufacturers, operators, and regulatory bodies. The 45th edition

is not a radical overhaul but a targeted set of enhancements that address gaps identified in the 44th edition,

streamline compliance, and improve overall pipe performance.

Scope and Applicability

44th Edition

The 44th edition covers steel line pipe for use in the transportation of petroleum, natural gas, and other fluids. It



specifies two product classes (80 and 120) and two types (Type 1 and Type 2) for each class. The standard also

includes guidelines for pipe fabrication, welding, testing, and quality assurance, as well as requirements for surface

finish and dimensional tolerances.

45th Edition

The 45th edition expands the scope by clarifying the definition of “line pipe” to include not only steel but also 

composite materials used in certain niche applications. It introduces a new classification for Product Class 40,

which is intended for low �pressure, high �volume applications such as water distribution and municipal pipelines. This

addition allows operators to select a pipe that better matches the service conditions, potentially reducing material

costs and improving longevity.

Classification of Pipes

Product Class 80 vs. 120

Both editions maintain the distinction between Product Class 80 (medium pressure) and Product Class 120 (high

pressure). However, the 45th edition revises the minimum required mechanical properties for each class. For

example, the minimum yield strength for Product Class 80 Type 1 has been increased from 35 ksi to 38 ksi,

reflecting advancements in steel metallurgy.

Type 1 vs. Type 2

Type 1 pipes in the 45th edition now have stricter tolerances for wall thickness variation, ensuring more uniform

performance under pressure. Type 2 pipes retain their lower cost advantage but are now required to meet updated

corrosion resistance criteria, especially for offshore applications.

New Product Class 40

The 45th edition introduces Product Class 40, which is tailored for low �pressure, high �volume services. This class

features reduced minimum yield strength (20 ksi) and a lower minimum tensile strength (35 ksi), making it suitable

for applications like municipal water distribution, irrigation, and certain industrial processes.

Material Specifications

Base Metals

Both editions specify the use of low �carbon, high �strength steel alloys. The 45th edition expands the allowable alloy

composition by permitting the use of advanced high �strength steels (AHSS) with improved toughness at low

temperatures. This change is particularly beneficial for pipelines operating in cold climates.

Coatings and Linings

Coating requirements have been refined in the 45th edition. The standard now includes a comprehensive list of

approved coating systems, including epoxy and polyurethane coatings, with specified adhesion and durability

criteria. The 44th edition offered fewer coating options, leading to inconsistencies in field application.

Corrosion �Resistant Materials

For offshore and chemical pipeline applications, the 45th edition introduces new corrosion �resistant steel grades,

such as 20CrMo and 20CrMoV, with enhanced resistance to sulfide stress cracking. These grades were not

explicitly recommended in the 44th edition, which relied primarily on generic stainless steel options.

Mechanical Properties



Yield Strength

The 45th edition increases the minimum yield strength for Product Class 80 Type 1 from 35 ksi to 38 ksi and for

Product Class 120 Type 1 from 45 ksi to 48 ksi. These upgrades are designed to improve pipe resilience under

high �pressure conditions.

Tensile Strength

Minimum tensile strength requirements have been raised by 5 ksi across all product classes in the 45th edition.

This change ensures that the pipe can withstand higher loads without failure.

Impact Toughness

Impact toughness testing at "�40°C has been added as a mandatory requirement for Product Class 120 Type 1 in the

45th edition. This addition addresses the need for reliable performance in Arctic and sub �Arctic regions.

Wall Thickness Uniformity

The 45th edition tightens the allowable wall thickness variation from ±4% to ±3% for Type 1 pipes, improving

consistency and reducing the risk of weak spots.

Fabrication and Welding

Welding Procedure Specification (WPS)

Both editions require a WPS that meets API 1104 standards. The 45th edition, however, introduces a new category 

of WPS for Composite Line Pipe (CLP), which is relevant for Product Class 40. This addition encourages the use

of composite materials where appropriate.

Welding Process Control

Process control parameters such as preheat temperature, interpass temperature, and post �weld heat treatment

have been updated in the 45th edition to reflect modern welding technologies. The 44th edition had more generic

guidelines, which sometimes led to inconsistent weld quality.

Welding Inspection

The 45th edition expands the scope of non �destructive testing (NDT) for welds. It now requires full penetrant testing

(PT) for all weld joints in Product Class 120 and recommends PT for selected joints in Product Class 80. The 44th

edition only mandated PT for selected critical welds.

Inspection and Testing

Dimensional Inspection

Dimensional tolerances for pipe diameter and wall thickness are tightened in the 45th edition. The standard now

mandates the use of laser measurement systems for critical dimensions, ensuring higher accuracy.

Non �Destructive Testing (NDT)

Both editions require ultrasonic testing (UT) for all pipe sections, but the 45th edition introduces additional 

ultrasonic testing for surface defectsin Product Class 120. This change enhances early detection of surface

cracks.

Mechanical Testing

The 45th edition mandates a mandatory tensile test for every 1000 meters of pipe, whereas the 44th edition

required testing only for every 5000 meters. This more frequent testing improves traceability and quality assurance.



Coating Integrity

Coating inspections now include electrical resistance (ER) testingfor all coated sections in the 45th edition. This

ensures that the protective coating is intact and provides a barrier against corrosion.

Quality Assurance and Control

Quality Management System (QMS)

Manufacturers must implement a QMS that complies with ISO 9001 and API 5L. The 45th edition explicitly requires 

manufacturers to document continuous improvement processesfor each production batch, a step that was

optional in the 44th edition.

Traceability

Traceability requirements are strengthened in the 45th edition. Each pipe section must have a unique identification

number linked to its material test certificates, welding records, and NDT results.

Inspection Reports

Inspection reports must now include a digital signature and timestamp for every inspection event in the 45th edition.

This change enhances auditability and reduces the risk of tampering.

Supplier Qualification

The 45th edition introduces a supplier qualification matrixthat evaluates suppliers based on their quality history,

inspection capability, and compliance with API 5L. The 44th edition had a more general supplier evaluation process.

Environmental and Corrosion Considerations

Corrosion Protection

For offshore and corrosive environments, the 45th edition recommends a minimum of two layers of corrosion

protection: a primer and a topcoat. It also specifies the use of cathodic protection systems for Product Class 120

pipelines.

Environmental Impact

Manufacturers are encouraged to adopt low �VOC (volatile organic compound) coatingsand to minimize the use

of hazardous chemicals. The 45th edition includes an optional environmental compliance section that aligns with

ISO 14001.

Lifecycle Assessment

Lifecycle assessment (LCA) is now a recommended practice for Product Class 40 pipelines, allowing operators to

evaluate the environmental impact of pipe materials over their entire service life.
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