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Aphg Unit 2: Population and Migration Question Bank 1 — A Comprehensive
Guide

Understanding population dynamics and migration patterns is central to the A Level Human Geography syllabus. In
APHG Unit 2: Population and Migration Question Bank 1, students are challenged to analyse demographic
data, assess the causes and effects of migration, and apply theoretical frameworks to real world case studies. This
article offers an in depth exploration of the unit, key concepts, and a curated set of practice questions that will help
you master the material and excel in exams.

Why Focus on the Population and Migration Question Bank?

The question bank is a curated collection of past exam questions and model responses. It serves multiple purposes:

¢ Exam Familiarity — Knowing the question format and typical prompts reduces test anxiety.

« Skill Development — Practising with authentic questions hones analytical, comparative, and critical thinking
skills.

¢ Performance Tracking — Repeated exposure allows you to identify strengths and weaknesses.

By systematically working through APHG Unit 2: Population and Migration Question Bank 1, you'll build
confidence and a deeper understanding of the unit’s core themes.

Key Themes Covered in Unit 2

1. Population Distribution and Density

Students learn how population is distributed globally, the factors shaping density (e.g., climate, topography,
infrastructure), and the implications for resource allocation and urban planning.

2. Demographic Transition Theory

This framework explains how societies move from high birth and death rates to low birth and death rates,
highlighting the stages of industrialisation, urbanisation, and ageing populations.

3. Migration Types and Drivers

Internal and international migration, voluntary and forced movements, and the push pull model are dissected to
reveal economic, political, and environmental motivations.

4. Migration Policies and Global Governance

From the Schengen Agreement to the Global Compact for Migration, this section examines how states regulate
movement and the challenges of balancing security with humanitarian responsibilities.

5. Impacts of Population and Migration

Assessing social, economic, and environmental consequences—urban sprawl, labour market changes, cultural
integration, and strain on public services—is essential for holistic analysis.

Preparing for the Question Bank — A Step by Step Approach



Step 1: Build a Strong Conceptual Foundation

Before diving into practice questions, ensure you understand the terminology and theories. Create concise mind
maps for each theme and regularly review them.

Step 2: Analyse Past Exam Papers

Locate past A Level Human Geography exam papers and identify recurring question types—short answer, essay,
case study, and data analysis. Notice the weighting of each section.

Step 3: Practice with Question Bank 1

Start with the easiest questions to build momentum, then progress to more complex prompts that require synthesis
and evaluation.

Step 4: Time Management

Simulate exam conditions by setting a timer for each question. This helps you gauge how long you need for
research, drafting, and review.

Step 5: Seek Feedback

Share your responses with teachers or study groups. Constructive critique is invaluable for refining arguments and
improving clarity.

Sample Questions from Aphg Unit 2 Population and Migration Question
Bank 1

Short Answer Prompts

1. Define “demographic transition” and describe the key indicators that signal a society’s movement through the
stages.

2. Explain the difference between “push” and “pull” factors in migration.

3. What is the significance of the “urban rural divide” in population studies?

Essay Style Questions

1. Critically evaluate the role of economic development in shaping migration patterns in sub Saharan Africa.
2. Discuss how the demographic transition affects the sustainability of pension systems in Europe.
3. Analyse the effectiveness of the Global Compact for Migration in addressing forced displacement.

Case Study Analysis

1. Using the case of the Syrian refugee crisis, assess the social and economic impacts on host countries in the
Middle East.

2. Examine the population growth in the Indian state of Uttar Pradesh and its implications for infrastructure and
public services.

3. Investigate the migration trends in the European Union post Brexit and predict potential long term effects on
labour markets.

Data Interpretation Questions

1. Interpret the population pyramid of Japan and discuss the challenges posed by an ageing population.

2. Analyse the migration flow diagram between the United States and Mexico, identifying key push and pull
factors.

3. Evaluate the change in urban population density in Lagos, Nigeria, over the last decade.

Effective Strategies for Each Question Type



Short Answer Techniques

¢ Be concise — Use precise language; avoid unnecessary detail.
e Use key terms — Demonstrate familiarity with the vocabulary.
¢ Show understanding — Provide a clear definition or explanation.

Essay Writing Tips
 Structure your essay — Introduction, body paragraphs, conclusion.

¢ Use evidence — Cite data, studies, or examples to support claims.
« Critically evaluate — Discuss both sides of an argument and present your assessment.

Case Study Analysis Approach

« Summarise the context — Briefly describe the case background.

* Analyse causes and effects — Identify drivers and outcomes.

* Link theory to practice — Apply concepts such as the demographic transition or push pull model.
e Offer recommendations — Suggest policy interventions or solutions.

Data Interpretation Guidance

¢ Read the data carefully — Note trends, outliers, and patterns.
e Explain what the data shows — Translate numbers into real world implications.
¢ Connect to broader themes — Relate findings to migration theories or population dynamics.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

e Over reliance on memorised facts — Focus on understanding concepts rather than rote learning.

« Neglecting the question’s specific requirements — Always answer what is asked; avoid digressing.

¢ Failing to manage time — Allocate appropriate time for each section to avoid rushing.

 Ignoring the mark scheme — Familiarise yourself with the criteria used to grade each question type.

Additional Resources for Deepening Your Knowledge

Cambridge A Level Geography Textbooks — Comprehensive coverage of population and migration.

* World Population Review — Up to date statistics and trends.

Migration Policy Institute — Research reports and policy briefs.

United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA) — Demographic and migration data.
BBC World News — Migration Stories — Humanised accounts of migration experiences.

Final Thoughts

Mastering the APHG Unit 2: Population and Migration Question Bank lrequires a blend of solid conceptual

knowledge, analytical skill, and exam specific practice. By systematically working through the question bank,
applying the strategies outlined above, and continually seeking feedback, you'll be well prepared to tackle any
population or migration question that comes your way. Remember, the goal is not just to answer questions correctly,

but to demonstrate a nuanced understanding of how populations move, grow, and interact within our rapidly

changing world.

Conclusion

Population and migration are dynamic forces that shape societies, economies, and environments. The APHG Unit
2: Population and Migration Question Bank loffers a structured pathway to deepen your expertise and sharpen
your exam performance. Embrace the practice, stay curious, and let the data and stories of human movement



inspire your academic journey. Good luck, and may your analysis be both insightful and impactful!
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