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Introduction

Academic writing in the social sciences, education, psychology, and many other fields often follows the APA 6th 

edition referencing guide englishto ensure clarity, consistency, and scholarly integrity. Whether you are a

graduate student drafting a thesis, a researcher preparing a journal submission, or a professional compiling a

report, mastering APA 6th style is essential. This comprehensive guide will walk you through every element of the

referencing system, from in �text citations to full reference entries, and will provide practical tips for avoiding common

pitfalls.

What Is APA Style and Why the 6th Edition Matters?

History of APA Style

The American Psychological Association (APA) developed its style guide in the early 20th century to promote

uniformity in scholarly communication. The 6th edition, released in 2009, introduced several significant updates,

such as a new format for electronic sources and a more inclusive approach to language. Although the 7th edition

has since been published, many institutions and journals still require the 6th edition, making it vital for students and

researchers to understand its conventions.

Key Features of the 6th Edition

Some of the defining characteristics of the 6th edition include:

•  Author–date citation style in the text.

•  Use of a hanging indent in reference lists.

•  Specific formatting for electronic sources, including URLs and DOIs.

•  Guidelines for the use of italics, quotation marks, and capitalization.

•  Rules for citing multiple authors and secondary sources.

These rules collectively create a consistent framework that readers can easily navigate, enhancing the credibility of

scholarly work.

Preparing Your Manuscript for APA 6th Edition

Document Formatting Basics

Before you dive into citations, set up your document according to the APA 6th formatting guidelines:

1.  Use 1 �inch margins on all sides.

2.  Set the font to Times New Roman 12 �point (or another acceptable serif font).

3.  Include a page header (title, author, and page number) on every page.

4.  Use double spacing throughout the text, including the reference list.

5.  Indent the first line of each paragraph by 0.5 inches.

Adhering to these formatting rules not only satisfies most academic requirements but also improves readability.

Creating a Title Page and Abstract



The title page should contain the paper’s title (centered, in title case), the author’s name, institutional affiliation, and

a running head. The abstract follows on a new page, providing a concise summary of the research, usually limited

to 150–250 words. The abstract should be a single paragraph, double �spaced, and should not include citations.

In �Text Citations: The Heart of APA 6th Style

Basic Citation Structure

APA 6th edition uses the author–date system. A typical citation includes the author’s last name and the year of

publication:

Example: (Smith, 2010)

If you quote directly, add a page number:

Example: (Smith, 2010, p. 45)

Single vs. Multiple Authors

For a work with one author, use the format shown above. For two authors, include both names separated by an

ampersand:

Example: (Jones &amp; Patel, 2015)

For works with three or more authors, cite the first author followed by “et al.” in all subsequent citations:

Example: (Garcia et al., 2018)

Parenthetical vs. Narrative Citations

When the author’s name appears as part of the sentence, the year follows in parentheses:

Example: Smith (2010) argues that...

If you only include the year in parentheses, the author’s name is part of the citation:

Example: (2010) suggests that...

Secondary Sources

When you rely on a source that cites another work, acknowledge both. Use “as cited in” to reference the original

source:

Example: (Johnson, as cited in Smith, 2010)

However, it is best to locate the original source whenever possible.

Building a Reference List: Step �by �Step

General Layout

The reference list begins on a new page titled “References” (centered, no bold). Entries are arranged alphabetically

by the first author’s last name. Each entry uses a hanging indent: the first line is flush left, and subsequent lines are

indented by 0.5 inches.

Common Source Types and Their Formats

Example: Brown, L. M., &amp; Davis, K. R. (2012). Cognitive development in adolescence. Journal of Child 



Psychology, 45(3), 234–245. https://doi.org/10.1234/jcp.2012.45.3.234

Format: Author(s). (Year). Title of book. Publisher.

Example: Miller, A. (2009). Understanding Social Behavior. Routledge.

Format: Editor(s) (Ed. or Eds.), (Year). Title of book. Publisher.

Example: Anderson, T. (Ed.). (2014). Handbook of Educational Psychology. Wiley.

Format: Author(s). (Year). Title of paper. In Editor(s) (Ed.), Title of proceedings (pp. page range). Publisher.

Example: Lee, S. (2011). Data visualization techniques. In R. Thompson (Ed.), Proceedings of the 2011 

International Conference on Data Science (pp. 102–110). ACM.

Format: Author(s) or Organization. (Year, Month Day). Title of page. Website name. URL

Example: American Psychological Association. (2019, March 5). APA style resources. APA.org. https://

apastyle.apa.org/

Formatting Tips for Reference Entries

1. Italicize the titles of books and journals, but not article titles. 2. Capitalize only the first word of the article title and

any proper nouns. 3. For journal articles, include the volume number in italics and the issue number in parentheses

(no italics). 4. Use a period after each element except the author’s name and the year. 5. Include a DOI when

available; if not, provide the stable URL.

Handling Special Cases in APA 6th Edition

Multiple Works by the Same Author

If you cite several works by the same author published in the same year, distinguish them with letters (a, b, c) after

the year:

Example: (Taylor, 2010a), (Taylor, 2010b)

Corporate Authors

When the author is a corporate entity (e.g., government agency), list the full name of the organization. If the

organization’s name is lengthy, you may use an abbreviation in subsequent citations:

Example: (United States Department of Education, 2015)

Unpublished Works

For theses, dissertations, or conference abstracts, include the type of document in brackets after the title:

Example: Johnson, R. (2013). Exploring adolescent behavior [Unpublished master's thesis]. University of California.

Anonymous Works

If no author is available, begin the entry with the title:

Example: Annual report 2018. (2018). National Institute of Health.

Using Citation Management Tools

Popular Software Options



Manually formatting APA references can be time �consuming. Citation managers such as Zotero, EndNote, and

Mendeley streamline the process:

•  Zotero – free, open �source, and integrates with browsers.

•  EndNote – powerful but requires a license; widely used in universities.

•  Mendeley – free, with cloud sync and collaboration features.

Integrating with Word

Most citation managers offer Word plug �ins that automatically insert in �text citations and generate reference lists in

APA 6th format. Ensure you select the correct style from the manager’s style library before inserting citations.

Verifying Accuracy

Even with automated tools, double �check every reference. Small errors—such as missing italics, incorrect

capitalization, or a misplaced comma—can undermine the professionalism of your manuscript.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Incorrect Author Formatting

Do not capitalize the first name of an author in the reference list. Use only the last name and initials. Example: 

Smith, J. K.

Missing Publication Dates

Every reference entry must include a publication year. If the year is unknown, use “n.d.” (no date).

Inconsistent Use of Periods and Commas

APA 6th edition dictates strict punctuation: periods after the year, commas between authors, and a period after the

journal title.

Omitting DOIs

Baca Juga (Artikel Terkait)

•  advanced engineering electromagnetics solution manual edition hardcover by balanis constantine a 
published by wiley

   URL: http://djjsearch.com/advanced-engineering-electromagnetics-solution-manual-edition-hardcover-by-balanis-constantine-a-published-
by-wiley.pdf

•  advanced engineering electromagnetics solutions manual
   URL: http://djjsearch.com/advanced-engineering-electromagnetics-solutions-manual.pdf

•  advanced engineering electromagnetics wiley 1989 grading
   URL: http://djjsearch.com/advanced-engineering-electromagnetics-wiley-1989-grading.pdf

•  advanced engineering fluid mechanics by biswas
   URL: http://djjsearch.com/advanced-engineering-fluid-mechanics-by-biswas.pdf

http://djjsearch.com/advanced-engineering-electromagnetics-solution-manual-edition-hardcover-by-balanis-constantine-a-published-by-wiley.pdf
http://djjsearch.com/advanced-engineering-electromagnetics-solution-manual-edition-hardcover-by-balanis-constantine-a-published-by-wiley.pdf
http://djjsearch.com/advanced-engineering-electromagnetics-solutions-manual.pdf
http://djjsearch.com/advanced-engineering-electromagnetics-wiley-1989-grading.pdf
http://djjsearch.com/advanced-engineering-fluid-mechanics-by-biswas.pdf
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