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Introduction

Preparing for the AP Statistics exam can feel like navigating a maze of numbers, charts, and formulas. One of the 

most frequently discussed sections is AP Statistics Chapter 6 test, where students must demonstrate mastery of

hypothesis testing and confidence intervals. Whether you’re a first �time test taker or a seasoned AP student, a

focused review of Chapter 6 will sharpen your analytical skills and boost your confidence on test day. This guide

dives deep into the core concepts, common pitfalls, and proven study tactics that will help you conquer the Chapter

6 portion of the AP exam.

Overview of AP Statistics Chapter 6

Chapter 6 of the AP Statistics curriculum centers on inference for a population mean or proportion when the 

population standard deviation is unknown. Topics include the t �distribution, confidence intervalsfor means and

proportions, and the mechanics of hypothesis testing for both single and paired samples. Understanding how to

construct and interpret these intervals, as well as how to decide between a one �tailed or two �tailed test, is essential

for the free �response and multiple �choice questions that appear on the AP exam.

Key Concepts to Master

To excel on the AP Statistics Chapter 6 test, you must be comfortable with the following ideas:

•  t �Distribution – Recognizing when to use the t �distribution instead of the normal distribution, calculating 

degrees of freedom, and interpreting t �values.

•  Confidence Intervals – Building intervals for means and proportions, selecting appropriate confidence levels 

(90%, 95%, 99%), and explaining the meaning of the interval in plain language.

•  Hypothesis Testing – Formulating null and alternative hypotheses, choosing significance levels, computing 

test statistics, and deciding whether to reject or fail to reject the null hypothesis.

•  – Distinguishing between matched pairs and independent groups, and applying the correct formulas for each 

scenario.

•  Error Types – Understanding Type I and Type II errors, the trade �off between them, and how they influence test 

design.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Students often stumble over subtle errors that can cost valuable points on the AP Statistics Chapter 6 test. Here

are the most frequent blunders:

1.  Using the z �distribution when the sample size is small (n &lt; 30) or <2�—2�Væ¶æðwn.

2.  Mislabeling the null hypothesis (H0) as the “claim” rather than the “no effect” statement.

3.  Choosing the wrong tail direction for a one �tailed test.

4.  Forgetting to include the confidence level when constructing intervals.

5.  Confusing the standard error of the mean with the standard deviation of the sample.

Exam Format Breakdown



The AP Statistics exam allocates roughly 50% of its points to Chapter 6 content. The test structure includes:

•  Multiple �choice section (20 questions) – Questions test quick calculations, interpretation, and conceptual 

understanding.

•  Free �response section (6 questions) – Requires detailed explanations, calculations, and justification of 

conclusions.

Time management is crucial; you’ll have about 30 minutes for multiple �choice and 45 minutes for free �response.

Practicing under these constraints will help you maintain pace during the actual exam.

Sample Question 1: Confidence Interval for a Mean

Question:A random sample of 25 students from a large university has a mean GPA of 3.2 with a sample standard

deviation of 0.4. Construct a 95% confidence interval for the population mean GPA.

Solution:

1.  Identify the sample mean (x0B�Ò�2ã"’Â�6�×�ÆR�6— e (n = 25), and sample standard deviation (s = 0.4).

2.  Calculate the standard error: SE = s / "�n = 0.4 / "�25 = 0.08.

3.  Find the t �critical value for 24 degrees of freedom at 95% confidence (t* "H 2.064).

4.  Compute the margin of error: ME = t* × SE = 2.064 × 0.08 "H 0.165.

5.  Construct the interval: (3.2 – 0.165, 3.2 + 0.165) = (3.035, 3.365).

Interpretation: We are 95% confident that the true average GPA of all university students lies between 3.035 and

3.365.

Sample Question 2: Hypothesis Test for a Proportion

Question:A manufacturer claims that at least 90% of its light bulbs last longer than 1000 hours. A random sample

of 200 bulbs shows that 174 bulbs exceeded this lifespan. Test the manufacturer’s claim at the 5% significance level.

Solution:

1.  Set up hypotheses:\n\nH0: p "e 0.90 (the proportion meets the claim)

2.  Ha: p

z = (�r	b��ã“�’�ò�!¥³�ã“�ƒ�ã��’ó#��Ò�Ò�‚Ó�ã�2’�ò�!¢ƒ�ã���CR’�$‚�Ó�ãC�à

Developing a Structured Study Plan

Consistency beats cramming when tackling the AP Statistics Chapter 6 test. Allocate 10–15 days before the

exam for focused review:

1.  Day 1 �3: Revisit core formulas and definitions. Create flashcards for the t �distribution, confidence interval 

formulas, and hypothesis testing steps.

2.  Day 4 �6: Solve textbook problems and past AP questions. Focus on both multiple �choice and free �response 

formats.

3.  Day 7 �9: Practice timed sections. Simulate the exam environment to build stamina and identify pacing issues.

4.  Day 10 �12: Review mistakes. Re �solve any questions you answered incorrectly and analyze why.

5.  Day 13 �14: Final review of key concepts, formulas, and strategies. Rest and relax to ensure a fresh mind on 

test day.

Top Resources for Chapter 6 Mastery



•  College Board AP Statistics Course Description – Official guidelines and sample questions.

•  AP Central Practice Exams – Authentic past exams with answer keys and scoring rubrics.

•  StatQuest on YouTube – Clear, visual explanations of t �tests and confidence intervals.

•  Khan Academy – Interactive practice problems covering hypothesis testing.

•  Chegg Study – Step �by �step solutions to AP-style problems.

Strategic Tips for the Exam Day

On test day, keep these strategies in mind to maximize your performance on the AP Statistics Chapter 6 test:

•  Read Carefully: Misinterpreting a question can lead to a wrong calculation. Highlight key terms like “at least,” 

“less than,” or “two �tailed.”

•  Show Your Work: In free �response questions, partial credit is awarded for correct methodology even if the final 

answer is off.

•  Check Units: Ensure that you use consistent units throughout your calculations.

•  Double �Check Sign Conventions: A sign error can flip the direction of a hypothesis test.

•  Use the Process of Elimination: For multiple �choice, eliminate clearly wrong options before guessing.

Practice Strategies to Build Confidence

Regular, focused practice is the most reliable way to prepare for the AP Statistics Chapter 6 test. Consider the

following approaches:

1.  Timed Practice: Set a timer for 30 minutes to solve 20 multiple �choice questions, then 45 minutes for six 

free �response prompts.

2.  Peer Review: Exchange answers with classmates and critique each other’s reasoning.

3.  Concept Mapping: Create visual diagrams linking hypotheses, test statistics, and decision rules.

4.  Simulation Apps: Use mobile apps that generate random datasets and require you to perform inference.

5.  Regularly revisit the AP Statistics Chapter 6 test topics to keep them fresh in your memory.

Time Management During the Exam
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