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AP European History 2016 �2017: A Comprehensive Guide from Olatheschools

American high schools across the country offer the College Board’s Advanced Placement (AP) European History

course to challenge students who want to deepen their understanding of the continent’s complex past. The

2016 �2017 AP European History exam, administered in May 2017, remains a benchmark for students preparing for

future AP tests and college coursework. Whether you are a new student, a seasoned AP scholar, or a teacher

looking for a reliable study resource, this article provides an in �depth look at the exam’s structure, content, and how

Olatheschools can help you succeed.

Why the 2016 �2017 Exam Matters

While the College Board updates exam content annually, the 2016 �2017 test offers a clear snapshot of the skills and

knowledge that the exam expects from students.  By studying the 2016 �2017 format, you can:

•  Identify recurring themes and question types that persist across years.

•  Build a solid foundation for tackling new exam iterations.

•  Benchmark your progress against a well �documented test.

Olatheschools has curated a suite of resources specifically tailored to the 2016 �2017 exam, making it an

indispensable tool for anyone aiming for a high AP score.

Exam Overview: Structure and Scoring

The 2017 AP European History exam followed the standard format: a combination of multiple �choice, short �answer,

and document �analysis questions. Below is a breakdown of each section and how they contribute to your overall

score.

Multiple �Choice Section (30 minutes)

This portion consists of 55 multiple �choice questions, each worth 1 point. Questions test factual recall, conceptual

understanding, and the ability to analyze primary source excerpts. Accuracy is crucial because each correct

answer adds directly to your overall score.

Short �Answer Section (30 minutes)

Students answer six short �answer questions, each worth 5 points. These questions require concise but thorough

responses, often involving a brief analysis of a primary source or a synthesis of a historical concept. The

short �answer section is designed to gauge depth of knowledge and writing ability.

Document �Analysis Section (30 minutes)

In this section, students receive a set of documents and must write a structured essay. Each document �analysis

essay is worth 10 points. The exam tests critical thinking, evidence integration, and the ability to construct a

coherent argument within a limited time frame.

Scoring Breakdown

Overall exam scores range from 1 to 5, with 5 being the highest. The scoring algorithm combines raw scores from



the multiple �choice, short �answer, and document �analysis sections, then converts them into a scaled score. The

2017 exam’s raw score distribution was roughly:

•  Multiple �choice: 0–55 points

•  Short �answer: 0–30 points

•  Document �analysis: 0–20 points

Students who score 80% or higher on the multiple �choice section often see a boost in their overall score, especially

if they excel in the short �answer and document �analysis parts.

Key Content Areas Covered in 2016 �2017

The AP European History curriculum is organized into four main thematic units, each spanning several centuries.

The 2016 �2017 exam covered material from the early modern period to the post �World War II era. Below is a

concise overview of each unit and the essential topics that appear on the exam.

Unit 1: Early Modern Europe (1450 �1648)

This unit examines the Renaissance, the Reformation, the rise of nation �states, and the beginnings of global

exploration.  Key topics include:

•  Humanism and the revival of classical learning.

•  Martin Luther’s 95 Theses and the spread of Protestantism.

•  Spanish, Portuguese, Dutch, and English maritime expansion.

•  The development of mercantilism and the birth of modern capitalism.

•  Social and economic changes in the peasantry and urban centers.

Unit 2: Early Modern State Formation (1648 �1815)

Following the Treaty of Westphalia, European powers engaged in wars of succession, ideological conflicts, and

scientific advancement.  Major themes include:

•  The Glorious Revolution and the rise of constitutional monarchy.

•  The Scientific Revolution and Enlightenment ideas.

•  The French Revolution and Napoleonic Wars.

•  Industrial Revolution and its socioeconomic impact.

•  Nationalism and the reshaping of borders.

Unit 3: Modern Europe (1815 �1918)

The 19th and early 20th centuries saw the rise of industrial societies, imperialism, and ideological conflicts. Key

points:

•  The Congress of Vienna and the balance of power.

•  Colonial competition and the scramble for Africa.

•  Social Darwinism and racial theories.

•  Labor movements, socialism, and the rise of Marxism.

•  World War I: causes, major battles, and aftermath.

Unit 4: Post �World War II Europe (1919 �Present)

Examining the Cold War, European integration, and contemporary challenges, this unit covers:

•  The Treaty of Versailles and its consequences.

•  The formation of the European Union and European Community.



•  Cold War dynamics, including the Berlin Wall and détente.

•  European Union enlargement and the Schengen Agreement.

•  Contemporary issues: migration, terrorism, and economic crises.

Exam Strategies for the 2016 �2017 Format

Mastering the 2016 �2017 exam requires more than memorizing dates and facts. Below are proven strategies that

align with Olatheschools’ recommended study plan.

1. Build a Strong Knowledge Base

Start by creating a timeline of key events, ensuring you understand the cause �effect relationships that link them.

Use Olatheschools’ interactive timelines and flashcards to reinforce memory.

2. Practice Multiple �Choice Questions

Use the official College Board practice tests and Olatheschools’ curated question banks.  Focus on:

•  Identifying the “best” answer among plausible distractors.

•  Recognizing context clues in document excerpts.

•  Timing yourself to match the 30 �minute constraint.

3. Hone Short �Answer Writing Skills

Short �answer questions often require you to:

•  Define a term or concept clearly.

•  Explain the significance of an event.

•  Compare two historical phenomena.

Practice by writing concise paragraphs and then reviewing them with the rubric provided by the College Board.

4. Master Document �Analysis Essays

These essays are the most time �intensive part of the exam.  To excel:

1.  Read the prompt carefully. Identify the main question and the scope.

2.  Skim the documents. Note key themes, authors, dates, and biases.

3.  Outline your argument. Structure your essay with an introduction, body paragraphs, and a conclusion.

4.  Use evidence. Quote or paraphrase documents and link them to your thesis.

5.  Maintain coherence. Ensure each paragraph transitions smoothly.

6.  Check your work. Allocate a few minutes to review for clarity and grammatical accuracy.

5. Time Management

The exam’s 90 �minute total time means you have roughly 30 minutes per section.  Allocate time wisely:

•  Multiple �choice: 25 minutes (55 questions "H 0.45 min each).

•  Short �answer: 20 minutes (6 questions "H 3.3 min each).

•  Document �analysis: 25 minutes (2 essays "H 12.5 min each).

Use a timer during practice sessions to simulate exam conditions.

Olatheschools: Tailored Resources for AP European History

Olatheschools has designed a comprehensive suite of materials that align with the 2016 �2017 exam structure.

Here’s how the platform can help you achieve a top score.



1. Interactive Study Guides

Each unit’s study guide includes:

•  Key terms and dates with clickable definitions.

•  Concept maps linking major themes.

•  Annotated primary sources with analysis prompts.

•  Practice quizzes that adapt to your performance.

2. Video Lectures

Short, engaging videos break down complex topics into digestible segments.  Olatheschools’ video library covers:

•  Reformation theology and its political impact.

•  The rise of industrial capitalism.

•  Cold War diplomacy and détente.

•  European Union integration and contemporary challenges.

3. Customizable Flashcards

Use the flashcard system to memorize dates, events, and definitions. The spaced �repetition algorithm ensures you

review material at optimal intervals for long �term retention.

4. Mock Exams

Olatheschools offers full-length mock exams that replicate the 2016 �2017 format. After each mock, you receive

detailed feedback, including:

•  Score breakdown by section.

•  Analysis of common mistakes.

•  Recommendations for improvement.

5. Study Planner

Plan your study schedule with the built �in planner. Set goals, track progress, and receive reminders to keep you on

track for exam day.

Sample 2016 �2017 Practice Questions

Below are representative questions from each section of the 2016 �2017 exam. Try answering them before reviewing

the solutions to gauge your readiness.

Multiple �Choice Example

Which of the following best explains the primary cause of the Thirty Years’ War?

•  A. The rise of absolutist monarchies in France.

•  B. Conflicts between Protestant and Catholic states in the Holy Roman Empire.

•  C. The spread of the Black Death across Europe.

•  D. The collapse of the Ottoman Empire in the early 17th century.

Short �Answer Example

Explain how the Industrial Revolution altered the social structure of Europe. Your response should include at least

three distinct changes.

Document �Analysis Example

Use the following documents to answer the question: “To what extent did the Enlightenment influence political



developments in Europe during the 18th century?” Provide a thesis, analyze the documents, and include at least

one example from outside the documents to support your argument.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Even well �prepared students can fall into pitfalls.  Identify and address these common errors early on.
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