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Mastering the AP Calculus Sample Examination II: A Complete Guide

When it comes to college readiness, the Advanced Placement (AP) Calculus exams stand out as a benchmark for 

high �school students aspiring to take college-level math courses. Among the two most popular exams—AP Calculus 

AB and AP Calculus BC—many students find themselves drawn to the depth and breadth of the second exam, 

often referred to as AP Calculus Sample Examination II. Whether you’re a student preparing for the real test or a

teacher looking to design practice sessions, this guide offers a thorough exploration of the exam’s structure, key

concepts, sample questions, and proven study strategies. By the end of this article, you’ll feel confident navigating

the challenges of the AP Calculus II exam and maximizing your score.

Understanding the Exam’s Framework

The AP Calculus II exam is designed to evaluate a student’s mastery of calculus topics beyond the foundational

material covered in the first exam. It emphasizes both procedural fluency and conceptual understanding, testing

students on a variety of problem �solving contexts. The exam typically consists of two main sections:

•  Section I – Multiple �Choice (40 questions, 50 minutes): A mix of short �answer and extended �response questions 

that assess quick recall and application.

•  Section II – Free �Response (4 questions, 70 minutes): Longer problems that require detailed explanations, 

calculations, and often multiple steps.

Each section carries equal weight, but the free �response portion offers higher point values and a chance to

demonstrate deeper insight into calculus concepts. Understanding this balance is the first step toward effective

exam preparation.

Time Management Strategies

Time allocation is critical. A common approach is to spend roughly 1.25 minutes per multiple �choice question,

leaving a buffer for review. For the free �response section, allocate about 17 minutes per question, allowing time for

both the solution and the written explanation. Practicing under timed conditions will help you internalize these

pacing guidelines.

Core Topics Covered in the Sample Exam

The AP Calculus II exam covers a wide array of topics. Below is a concise breakdown of the primary concepts

you’ll encounter:

1.  Limits and Continuity

2.  Derivatives (including implicit differentiation, related rates, and optimization)

3.  Integrals (definite, indefinite, and techniques such as integration by parts, partial fractions, and trigonometric 

substitutions)

4.  Applications of Integration (area between curves, volumes of solids of revolution, arc length, and surface 

area)

5.  Series and Sequences (including convergence tests and power series)

6.  Differential Equations (separable equations, logistic models, and linear differential equations)



7.  Vector Calculus (dot and cross products, line integrals, and surface integrals)

While the exam may not cover every sub �topic in depth, a solid grasp of these areas will provide a strong foundation

for tackling sample questions.

Sample Questions and Detailed Solutions

Below are representative problems that mirror the style and difficulty of the actual AP Calculus II exam. Each

problem is followed by a comprehensive solution to illustrate the reasoning process.

Sample Multiple �Choice Question

Problem: Evaluate the limit: lim<sub>x!’0</sub> (sin(3x))/(5x).

•  A) 0

•  B) 1/5

•  C) 3/5

•  D) 3/5<�

•  E) Undefined

Solution: Using the standard limit lim<sub>t!’0</sub> (sin t)/t = 1, we rewrite the expression: (sin(3x))/(5x) = (3 

sin(3x))/(15x) = (3/5) * (sin(3x))/(3x). As 3x !’ 0, the inner limit approaches 1. Therefore, the overall limit equals 3/5

(option C).

Sample Free �Response Question

Problem: A particle moves along a line with position function s(t) = 2t³ - 9t² + 12t. Determine the times when the

particle is at rest and the velocity at those times.

1.  Find the velocity function.

2.  Set the velocity equal to zero and solve for t.

3.  Compute the velocity at each time to confirm the particle is indeed at rest.

Solution:

The velocity is the derivative of the position: v(t) = ds/dt = 6t² - 18t + 12.

Set v(t) = 0: 6t² - 18t + 12 = 0 !’ divide by 6: t² - 3t + 2 = 0 !’ (t-1)(t-2) = 0. Thus, t = 1 and t = 2.

Evaluate the velocity at 

these times: v(1) = 6(1)² - 18(1) + 12 = 0, and v(2) = 6(4) - 18(2) + 12 = 0. Both yield zero velocity, confirming the 

particle is at rest at t = 1 and t = 2.

Effective Study Techniques

Preparing for an AP Calculus II exam requires more than rote memorization. Below are proven methods to deepen

understanding and sharpen problem �solving skills.

1. Build Conceptual Foundations

Before tackling practice problems, revisit lecture notes and textbook chapters to ensure you understand the

underlying principles. Use concept maps to link related topics—such as how integration techniques connect to

differential equations.

2. Practice with Authentic Materials

AP Calculus II sample examinations are invaluable. They provide insight into the question style, difficulty level, and



formatting. Simulate exam conditions by timing yourself and working without notes.

3. Focus on Mistakes

After each practice session, review errors in detail. Identify whether mistakes stem from conceptual gaps,

computational errors, or time management issues. Targeted review of weak areas reduces repetition of the same

mistakes.

4. Use Visual Aids

Graphing calculators and software can help visualize functions, especially when dealing with area, volume, or

convergence of series. Visual intuition often clarifies abstract concepts.

5. Collaborate with Peers

Study groups encourage discussion of alternative solution strategies. Explaining concepts to classmates reinforces

your own understanding.

Key Resources for Sample Exam Preparation

Below is a curated list of resources that provide high �quality AP Calculus II practice materials.

•  College Board Official Sample Exams: The most authentic source, offering full-length tests with answer keys 

and scoring guidelines.

•  Algebraic Geometry & Calculus Study Guides: Comprehensive review books that include chapter summaries, 

practice problems, and past exam questions.

•  Online Video Tutorials: Channels like “Khan Academy” and “PatrickJMT” offer step �by �step explanations of 

calculus topics.

•  Interactive Apps: Tools such as “WolframAlpha” and “Desmos” allow real �time graphing and symbolic 

computation.

•  Peer �Reviewed Study Notes: Websites like “OpenStax” provide free, peer �reviewed content covering calculus 

fundamentals.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Even diligent students can fall into traps. Recognizing these pitfalls early can save precious exam time.

1. Over �Relying on Formulae

Memorizing formulas without understanding their derivation leads to misapplication. Whenever possible, derive the

formula or recall its origin before plugging in numbers.

2. Neglecting Units and Context

In applied problems—such as related rates or physics applications—units matter. Keep track of dimensions to verify

that your final answer is sensible.

3. Skipping the Written Explanation

The free �response section rewards clear, step �by �step reasoning. Even if you arrive at the correct answer, a poorly

written solution can cost points.

4. Ignoring the “All �That �Is” Instruction

Sometimes exam questions explicitly state “Show all steps” or “Explain why.” Failing to follow these instructions can

result in partial credit loss.



Final Exam �Day Checklist

1.  Review key formulas and theorems.

2.  Pack a calculator, pencils, erasers, and a watch.

3.  Arrive early to settle in and reduce anxiety.

4.  Read each question carefully; mark the ones you’re unsure about for later review.

5.  Allocate time wisely, staying on schedule.

6.  Check your work when time permits, especially for free �response answers.

Conclusion

Mastering the AP Calculus Sample Examination II is a journey that blends deep conceptual insight with disciplined

practice. By understanding the exam’s structure, focusing on core topics, engaging with authentic sample

questions, and employing targeted study strategies, you can transform preparation into performance. Remember

that success on this exam reflects not only your mastery of calculus but also your ability to think critically,

communicate clearly, and manage time effectively. Approach each practice session with purpose, review your

mistakes diligently, and trust that your hard work will pay off on test day. Good luck, and enjoy the challenge of

conquering the AP Calculus II exam!
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