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Mastering AP Biology Chapter 18: A Deep Dive into Reading Answers

For students tackling the AP Biology exam, Chapter 18—focused on Cellular Respiration—often stands out as a

pivotal topic. Understanding the intricacies of how cells convert glucose into usable energy is essential not only for

the exam but for grasping broader biological concepts. In this guide, we’ll walk you through the most common

reading questions in Chapter 18, provide clear, concise answers, and share study strategies that turn confusion

into confidence. Whether you’re a high �school senior preparing for the AP test or a curious learner, this

comprehensive resource will help you master the material and score high on the reading section.

What Is Chapter 18 About?

Chapter 18 of the AP Biology curriculum covers the biochemical pathways that produce ATP, the cell’s energy

currency. It explores:

•  Glycolysis, the Krebs cycle (citric acid cycle), and the electron transport chain

•  Oxidative phosphorylation and the role of mitochondria

•  Anaerobic processes like fermentation

•  Regulation of metabolic pathways and their integration with other cellular processes

Because the reading section often tests students on detailed mechanisms, enzyme functions, and pathway

regulation, having a solid grasp of the reading answers is crucial. The following sections break down the most

frequently asked reading questions and explain how to answer them effectively.

Key Concepts You Must Know

1. Glycolysis

Glycolysis is the first step in cellular respiration, occurring in the cytoplasm. It breaks down one molecule of glucose

into two molecules of pyruvate, generating a net gain of 2 ATP molecules and 2 NADH molecules. Remember the

10 enzyme �catalyzed steps and the two energy �investment versus two energy �recovery phases.

2. The Krebs Cycle

Also known as the citric acid cycle, it takes place in the mitochondrial matrix. Each acetyl �CoA molecule enters the

cycle, producing 3 NADH, 1 FADH ‚, 1 GTP (converted to ATP), and 2 CO ‚. It’s the central hub linking glycolysis, fatty

acid oxidation, and amino �acid catabolism.

3. Electron Transport Chain (ETC) & Oxidative Phosphorylation

Located in the inner mitochondrial membrane, the ETC transfers electrons from NADH and FADH ‚ to oxygen,

pumping protons across the membrane. The resulting proton gradient drives ATP synthase to produce up to 34

ATP molecules per glucose.

4. Anaerobic Respiration

When oxygen is scarce, cells resort to fermentation. In animals, pyruvate is reduced to lactate; in yeast, it becomes

ethanol and CO ‚. These pathways regenerate NAD z, allowing glycolysis to continue.



5. Regulation & Control Points

Key enzymes—hexokinase, phosphofructokinase �1, and pyruvate kinase in glycolysis; citrate synthase and

isocitrate dehydrogenase in the Krebs cycle—serve as control points, modulated by allosteric effectors, covalent

modifications, and substrate availability.

Common Reading Question Types

AP Biology reading questions often assess:

1.  Mechanistic understanding – How does an enzyme or pathway function?

2.  Comparative analysis – Differences between aerobic and anaerobic processes.

3.  Regulation and integration – How metabolic pathways are regulated and interact.

4.  Interpretation of data – Analyzing graphs, tables, or experimental results related to respiration.

5.  Application of concepts – Predicting outcomes of mutations, inhibitors, or environmental changes.

Below, we’ll present sample questions and model answers that reflect the depth and style expected on the exam.

Sample Reading Questions & Model Answers

Question 1: Glycolytic Control Points

Read the passage about glycolysis and answer the following: Which enzyme’s activity is most directly affected by

the cellular ATP/ADP ratio, and why?

Answer:Phosphofructokinase �1 (PFK �1) is the primary regulatory enzyme in glycolysis. Its activity is inhibited by

high levels of ATP and citrate, and stimulated by AMP, ADP, and fructose �2,6 �bisphosphate. Thus, when the ATP/

ADP ratio is high, indicating ample energy, PFK �1 activity decreases to slow glycolysis. Conversely, a low ATP/ADP

ratio activates PFK �1, accelerating glucose breakdown to meet energy demands.

Question 2: ETC Proton Gradient

According to the passage, which component of the electron transport chain is responsible for pumping protons

across the inner mitochondrial membrane?

Answer:Complexes I, III, and IV of the ETC each contribute to proton pumping. Complex I (NADH

dehydrogenase) transfers electrons from NADH to ubiquinone while pumping four protons into the intermembrane

space. Complex III (cytochrome bc • complex) pumps four more protons, and Complex IV (cytochrome c oxidase)

pumps two protons. The combined action of these complexes establishes the proton gradient that drives ATP

synthesis.

Question 3: Fermentation Pathways

Which statement best describes the primary purpose of lactate fermentation in muscle cells?

•  A. To produce large amounts of ATP in the presence of oxygen.

•  B. To regenerate NAD z for continued glycolysis when oxygen is scarce.

•  C. To convert pyruvate into acetyl �CoA for the Krebs cycle.

•  D. To increase the production of CO ‚ for cellular respiration.

Answer:B. Lactate fermentation regenerates NAD z, allowing glycolysis to proceed and produce ATP even when

oxygen is limited. It does not involve the Krebs cycle or significant CO ‚ production.

Question 4: Regulation by Allosteric Effectors



Which of the following molecules acts as an allosteric activator of pyruvate kinase in glycolysis?

•  A. ATP

•  B. Citrate

•  C. Fructose �1,6 �bisphosphate

•  D. NADH

Answer:C. Fructose �1,6 �bisphosphate is an allosteric activator of pyruvate kinase, enhancing the enzyme’s activity

and ensuring efficient conversion of phosphoenolpyruvate to pyruvate.

Question 5: Integration with Other Pathways

Based on the reading, how does the production of acetyl �CoA during glycolysis influence fatty acid synthesis?

Answer:Acetyl �CoA, generated from pyruvate decarboxylation, is a key substrate for fatty acid synthase. In the

cytoplasm, acetyl �CoA is carboxylated by acetyl �CoA carboxylase to form malonyl �CoA, the building block for fatty

acid chains. Therefore, increased glycolytic flux can elevate acetyl �CoA levels, potentially stimulating fatty acid

synthesis when energy and precursor availability permit.

Common Pitfalls & How to Avoid Them

1. Misidentifying Enzyme Functions

Students often confuse the roles of hexokinase and glucokinase or mistake phosphoglycerate mutase for

phosphofructokinase. Always refer to the pathway diagram and remember that hexokinase is the first enzyme in

glycolysis, while glucokinase operates mainly in liver and pancreas.

2. Overlooking Allosteric Regulation

Allosteric effectors can drastically alter enzyme activity. For instance, citrate inhibits PFK �1, but it’s also an

intermediate in the Krebs cycle, linking the two processes. Failing to recognize these connections can lead to

incorrect answers.

3. Ignoring the Role of Coenzymes

Coenzymes such as NAD z, NADP z, FAD, and coenzyme A are essential for electron transfer and substrate

activation. Forgetting their roles often results in incomplete explanations.

4. Mixing Aerobic and Anaerobic Pathways

Make a clear distinction between aerobic respiration (which uses the ETC and oxygen) and anaerobic fermentation

(which does not). Mislabeling lactate fermentation as aerobic is a common error.

5. Misinterpreting Data Visuals

Graphs showing ATP yield per glucose or enzyme activity under various conditions require careful reading. Pay

attention to units, axis labels, and statistical significance markers.

Study Strategies for Chapter 18 Reading Answers

1. Build a Concept Map

Create a visual diagram linking glucose, glycolysis, the Krebs cycle, the ETC, and fermentation. Include key

enzymes, coenzymes, and regulation points. This helps reinforce pathway flow and identify potential exam

questions.



2. Flashcards for Enzymes and Regulators

Use spaced repetition flashcards (e.g., Anki) to memorize enzyme names, functions, and allosteric effectors. Focus

on high �yield concepts such as the control points in glycolysis and the steps of the Krebs cycle.

3. Practice with Past AP Questions

Review the College Board’s official AP Biology exam archive. Practice reading passages from Chapter 18 and

answer the corresponding multiple �choice questions. This exposes you to the exam’s style and difficulty level.

4. Summarize Each Passage

After reading a passage, write a concise summary (2–3 sentences) highlighting the main point, key enzymes, and

regulation mechanisms. This exercise sharpens comprehension and aids retention.

5. Teach the Material

Explain the pathways to a peer or even to yourself aloud. Teaching forces you to clarify concepts and uncover gaps

in understanding.

Additional Resources & Practice Materials

•  College Board AP Biology Course Description – Official curriculum guide with chapter summaries.

•  AP Classroom – Interactive quizzes and practice tests covering Chapter 18.

•  BioDigital Human – 3D interactive models of mitochondria and metabolic pathways.

•  Crash Course Biology – Video series on cellular respiration, including Chapter 18 topics.

•  Khan Academy – In �depth tutorials on glycolysis, the Krebs cycle, and the ETC.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: How many ATP molecules are produced from one glucose molecule during aerobic 
respiration?

A1: Approximately 30–32 ATP molecules are generated per glucose, depending on shuttle mechanisms and cell

type. The breakdown includes 2 ATP from glycolysis, 2 from the Krebs cycle, and 26–28 from oxidative

phosphorylation.

Q2: Why do cells use fermentation instead of respiration in muscle tissue?
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