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Introduction

When you’re preparing for a career �advancement opportunity, the SHL numerical reasoning test often stands as a 

critical checkpoint. Employers across industries rely on this assessment to gauge how quickly and accurately 

candidates can interpret data, solve problems, and make sound decisions. Whether you’re a recent graduate, a 

mid �career professional, or someone looking to switch industries, mastering the test is essential. This guide 

provides a comprehensive, step �by �step exploration of the test format, common question types, proven strategies, 

and, importantly, the answers to SHL numerical reasoning testthat will help you build confidence and improve your

score.

Understanding the SHL Numerical Reasoning Test

What Is SHL?

SHL is a global talent assessment provider that creates psychometric tests, aptitude assessments, and job �fit

simulations for employers worldwide. Their numerical reasoning test is one of the most widely used tools for

evaluating candidates’ quantitative abilities in a fast �paced, real �world context.

Format and Structure

The test typically lasts between 20 and 25 minutes and contains 20 to 30 multiple �choice questions. You’ll encounter

a variety of data presentations: tables, charts, graphs, and written problem statements. Each question is designed

to assess your ability to:

•  Extract key information from a data set.

•  Perform quick calculations.

•  Apply logical reasoning to arrive at the correct answer.

Types of Questions

While the exact mix of question types can vary, you’ll almost always see the following categories:

•  Data Interpretation – Reading tables or spreadsheets.

•  Bar and Pie Charts – Translating visual data into numbers.

•  Percentages & Ratios – Working with proportions.

•  Financial Calculations – Simple interest, profit/loss, and cost analysis.

•  Time and Speed Problems – Calculating rates and velocities.

Why Getting the Answers Matters

Having the correct answers to SHL numerical reasoning testis not just about knowing the right number; it’s

about understanding the underlying logic that leads to that answer. When you learn how to solve each question

type, you:

•  Build a mental framework that can be applied to new problems.

•  Reduce the time spent on each question, allowing more room for accuracy.

•  Gain confidence, which can positively influence your overall performance.



Common Question Types and Sample Answers

Data Interpretation from Tables

These questions present a table of figures and ask you to answer a question based on the data. The key is to

locate the relevant row or column quickly.

Example Question: “Which month had the highest sales figure?”

Answer Strategy:Scan the sales column, compare the numbers, and pick the maximum value. The answer is the

month with the greatest number.

Bar Charts and Graphs

Bar charts often display comparative data. You’ll need to convert the visual bars into numeric values, usually by

reading the axis or the labels.

Example Question: “What is the percentage increase from 2018 to 2019?”

Answer Strategy: Subtract the 2018 value from the 2019 value, divide by the 2018 value, then multiply by 100.

Percentages and Ratios

These problems involve basic percentage calculations, often with twisty wording.

Example Question: “If 30% of a number is 12, what is the number?”

Answer Strategy: Set up the equation 0.30 × X = 12; solve for X by dividing 12 by 0.30, which gives 40.

Financial Calculations

Questions may ask for profit, cost, or interest calculations. Familiarity with simple formulas is essential.

Example Question: “A product costs $50 and is sold for $80. What is the profit margin?”

Answer Strategy:Profit = Selling Price – Cost = $80 – $50 = $30. Profit margin = (Profit ÷ Selling Price) × 100 =

(30 ÷ 80) × 100 = 37.5%.

Time and Speed Questions

These problems require you to calculate rates or determine how long a task will take.

Example Question: “A machine processes 120 items in 4 hours. How many items will it process in 6 hours?”

Answer Strategy: Find the rate: 120 ÷ 4 = 30 items per hour. Then multiply by 6 hours: 30 × 6 = 180 items.

Step �by �Step Approach to Solving Questions

1. Read the Question Carefully

Take a moment to understand what is being asked. Look for keywords such as “increase,” “decrease,” “ratio,” or

“percentage.” Misreading the question can lead to an incorrect answer.

2. Identify Key Data

Highlight or underline the numbers and variables that are directly relevant. Ignore extraneous information that might

distract you.

3. Perform the Calculations



Use mental math or a quick scratchpad. For more complex operations, write down intermediate steps to avoid

mistakes.

4. Verify Your Answer

Check that your answer makes sense in the context of the question. For instance, percentages should be between

0 and 100, and rates should be positive.

Tips for Improving Accuracy and Speed

Practice with Timed Tests

Simulate real test conditions by timing yourself. This trains your brain to work efficiently under pressure.

Use Mental Math Tricks

•  Multiplying by 5: Multiply by 10 and divide by 2.

•  Adding 10%: Multiply by 1.10.

•  Subtracting 10%: Multiply by 0.90.

Eliminate Wrong Choices

When multiple answers look plausible, cross �check each option. Often the wrong answers will have subtle errors,

such as a misplaced decimal.

Manage Your Time

Allocate roughly 1 minute per question. If you’re stuck, move on and return if time permits. Don’t waste too much

time on a single problem.

Sample Practice Questions with Answers

Question 1: Data Interpretation

Table: Monthly Sales (in thousands)



Month Sales

January 120

February 150

March 110

April 140

Question: Which month had the highest sales figure?

Answer: February (150k).

Question 2: Percentage Increase

Sales increased from $200,000 in 2018 to $260,000 in 2019.

Question: What is the percentage increase?

Answer: ((260,000 – 200,000) ÷ 200,000) × 100 = 30%.

Question 3: Ratio Problem

The ratio of students to teachers is 15:1. If there are 450 students, how many teachers are there?

Answer: 450 ÷ 15 = 30 teachers.

Question 4: Financial Calculation

A product is sold for $120 and costs $75. What is the profit margin?

Answer: Profit = 120 – 75 = $45. Margin = (45 ÷ 120) × 100 = 37.5%.

Question 5: Time and Speed

A car travels 300 miles in 5 hours. What is its average speed?

Answer: Speed = Distance ÷ Time = 300 ÷ 5 = 60 mph.

Frequently Asked Questions

How should I prepare for the SHL numerical reasoning test?

Start with a diagnostic test to identify weak areas. Then, focus on practice questions that target those topics. Use a

mix of timed drills and detailed problem �solving sessions.

Can I get the actual answers to the SHL test?

The SHL test is proprietary, and official answers are not publicly released. However, many practice resources

provide model answers that mimic the test’s difficulty level.

Is it cheating to use a cheat sheet?

Using a cheat sheet during the actual test is disallowed and can lead to disqualification. It’s best to rely on your own

skill set.

What should I do if I get stuck on a question?



Mark the question and move on. Return to it if you have spare time. Often, a fresh look helps you spot a solution

you missed earlier.

Conclusion

Mastering the answers to SHL numerical reasoning testinvolves more than rote memorization. It requires a

clear understanding of data interpretation, quick mental calculations, and a systematic problem �solving approach.

By practicing the question types outlined above, applying the strategies discussed, and staying calm under timed

conditions, you’ll be well �equipped to excel on the test. Remember, the goal is not just to find the right answer but to

develop the analytical mindset that employers value in their future leaders.

Additional Resources
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•  advanced engineering electromagnetics solution manual edition hardcover by balanis constantine a 
published by wiley

   URL: http://djjsearch.com/advanced-engineering-electromagnetics-solution-manual-edition-hardcover-by-balanis-constantine-a-published-
by-wiley.pdf

•  advanced engineering electromagnetics solutions manual
   URL: http://djjsearch.com/advanced-engineering-electromagnetics-solutions-manual.pdf

•  advanced engineering electromagnetics wiley 1989 grading
   URL: http://djjsearch.com/advanced-engineering-electromagnetics-wiley-1989-grading.pdf

•  advanced engineering fluid mechanics by biswas
   URL: http://djjsearch.com/advanced-engineering-fluid-mechanics-by-biswas.pdf
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