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Introduction

When engineers design slender structural members—be they bridges, towers, or skyscraper cores—accurate

predictions of bending, shear, and axial behavior are paramount. Classical Euler–Bernoulli beam theory, while

simple, neglects shear deformation and rotational inertia, leading to inaccuracies for short, deep, or high �frequency

structures. The Timoshenko beam model, introduced by Stephen Timoshenko in the 1920s, remedies these

shortcomings by incorporating shear deformation and rotational effects. For columns, especially those subjected to

combined axial loads and bending, analytical solutions for Timoshenko beam columns on offer a powerful tool: they

provide closed �form expressions that capture the true mechanical response without resorting to costly finite element

analyses.

In this article we explore the analytical solutions for Timoshenko beam columns on. We will walk through the theory,

governing equations, boundary conditions, and solution strategies, and illustrate how these solutions can be

applied in real �world engineering problems. Whether you are a structural engineer, a researcher, or a student, this

guide will deepen your understanding of how Timoshenko beam theory enhances column analysis and design.

Timoshenko Beam Theory Overview

The Timoshenko beam theory extends the classical beam model by allowing the cross �section to rotate

independently of the beam’s slope. This relaxation introduces shear strain as a primary variable, enabling the

theory to accurately describe short beams and those made from materials with high shear flexibility.

The key assumptions are:

•  Cross �sections remain plane but not necessarily perpendicular to the deflected axis.

•  Shear strain is constant across the section (though shear correction factors can be applied).

•  Rotational inertia is neglected for static problems but can be included for dynamic analyses.

These assumptions lead to a set of coupled differential equations that govern bending, shear, and axial behavior.

Importance for Columns

Columns are the vertical structural elements that primarily carry axial loads but often experience bending due to

eccentricities, lateral loads, or seismic events. In slender columns, shear deformation is minimal, so Euler–Bernoulli

theory suffices. However, in short or deep columns, shear can contribute significantly to the overall deflection, and

neglecting it can result in unsafe designs.

Analytical solutions for Timoshenko beam columns on provide:

•  Exact expressions for axial and lateral displacements.

•  Closed �form formulas for internal forces and moments.

•  Insight into how shear deformation influences critical loads and buckling behavior.

These advantages are especially valuable in preliminary design stages, parametric studies, and when

computational resources are limited.



Governing Equations

For a prismatic beam of length \\(L\\), cross �sectional area \\(A\\), moment of inertia \\(I\\), shear modulus \\(G\\), and

Young’s modulus \\(E\\), the Timoshenko beam equations in the absence of dynamic terms are:

1.  Shear equilibrium: \\(\\displaystyle \\frac{dV}{dx} + q(x) = 0\\)

2.  Bending equilibrium: \\(\\displaystyle \\frac{dM}{dx} + V = 0\\)

3.  Moment–curvature relationship: \\(\\displaystyle M = E I \\frac{d\\phi}{dx}\\)

4.  Shear–deflection relationship: \\(\\displaystyle V = G A k \\left( \\frac{dw}{dx} - \\phi \\right)\\)

Here \\(w(x)\\) is the lateral deflection, \\(\\phi(x)\\) is the cross �sectional rotation, \\(V(x)\\) is the shear force, \\(M(x)\

\) is the bending moment, \\(q(x)\\) is the distributed lateral load, and \\(k\\) is the shear correction factor (typically \

\(k \\approx 5/6\\) for rectangular sections).

Combining these equations yields a fourth �order differential equation for \\(w(x)\\) and a second �order equation for

axial displacement \\(u(x)\\) if axial load \\(P\\) is present. The presence of axial load introduces geometric stiffness,

which couples bending and axial deformation.

Boundary Conditions

Analytical solutions require specifying boundary conditions at the beam ends. Common support types for columns

include:

•  Fixed (clamped): \\(w = 0\\), \\(\\phi = 0\\)

•  Pinned (hinged): \\(w = 0\\), \\(M = 0\\)

•  Roller (free in vertical direction): \\(w = 0\\), \\(V = 0\\)

•  Free: \\(V = 0\\), \\(M = 0\\)

When axial loads are considered, axial displacement \\(u\\) must also satisfy appropriate conditions, such as fixed

or free ends. The combination of support types determines the form of the characteristic equation and the

constants in the general solution.

Analytical Solution Techniques

Two primary methods exist for deriving analytical solutions for Timoshenko beam columns on:

1.  Direct Integration: Solve the coupled differential equations step by step, applying boundary conditions to 

determine constants. This approach works well for simple loading and support configurations.

2.  Eigenfunction Expansion: Express the solution as a series of eigenfunctions that satisfy the homogeneous 

part of the equations. This technique is powerful for complex loading, such as distributed or variable axial loads, 

and for columns with variable cross �section.

Below we present a concise derivation for the classic case of a simply supported column under uniform axial load \

\(P\\) and lateral load \\(q\\).

Example: Simply Supported Column

Assume a column of length \\(L\\) with both ends simply supported. The governing differential equation for lateral

deflection becomes:

\\(\\displaystyle \\frac{d^4 w}{dx^4} - \\frac{P}{E I} \\frac{d^2 w}{dx^2} + \\frac{G A k}{E I} \\frac{d^2 w}{dx^2} = \

\frac{q(x)}{E I}\\)



For a uniform lateral load \\(q\\), the particular solution is \\(w_p = \\frac{q}{2 P} x (L - x)\\). The homogeneous

solution involves exponential and trigonometric functions depending on the sign of the coefficient \\(\\lambda^2 = \

\frac{P - G A k}{E I}\\). Applying the simply supported boundary conditions (\\(w = 0\\) and \\(M = 0\\) at \\(x = 0, L\\))

yields the constants. The final expression for lateral deflection is:

\\(\\displaystyle w(x) = \\frac{q}{2 P} x (L - x) + C_1 \\sin\\left( \\frac{\\sqrt{\\lambda}}{2} x \\right) + C_2 \\cos\\left( \

\frac{\\sqrt{\\lambda}}{2} x \\right) + C_3 \\sinh\\left( \\frac{\\sqrt{\\lambda}}{2} x \\right) + C_4 \\cosh\\left( \\frac{\

\sqrt{\\lambda}}{2} x \\right)\\)

Solving for the constants \\(C_1\\)–\\(C_4\\) yields a closed �form solution that captures both bending and shear

deformation effects.

Special Cases

In practice, many columns exhibit simplified behavior that allows further analytical simplification:

•  Short Columns (high shear): The shear term dominates, so the bending stiffness \\(E I\\) can be neglected in 

the denominator of the deflection expression.

•  Long Columns (low shear): The classical Euler–Bernoulli solution is recovered as \\(G A k \\to \\infty\\).

•  Uniformly Distributed Axial Load: The axial load \\(P\\) can be treated as constant, simplifying the 

characteristic equation.

•  Variable Cross �Section: By expressing \\(I(x)\\) and \\(A(x)\\) as functions of \\(x\\), the differential equations can 

still be solved analytically for certain functional forms (e.g., linearly tapered columns).

Example Applications

To illustrate the practical use of analytical solutions for Timoshenko beam columns on, consider the following

scenarios:

1.  Design of a 3 �Story Residential Column: The column is 3 /m tall, rectangular, and subject to both axial load 

from the building weight and lateral load from wind. Using the Timoshenko solution, the designer calculates a 

lateral deflection of 5 /mm, ensuring compliance with serviceability limits.

2.  Seismic Analysis of a Bridge Pillar: The pillar is 10 /m long with a square cross �section. A dynamic seismic 

load induces both axial and lateral forces. The analytical solution, extended to include rotational inertia, predicts a 

maximum displacement of 12 /mm, guiding the selection of damping devices.

3.  High �Rise Building Core Column: In a 40 �storey building, core columns are long and slender. The Timoshenko 

model confirms that shear effects are negligible, validating the use of Euler–Bernoulli theory for preliminary design 

while reserving Timoshenko analysis for detailed checks.

Numerical Validation

To verify analytical predictions, engineers often compare them against finite element (FE) results. Studies show that

for columns with slenderness ratios below 20, the Timoshenko analytical solution deviates by less than 2 % from FE

simulations, whereas Euler–Bernoulli predictions can overestimate deflection by 10–15 %. When axial loads

approach critical buckling values, the Timoshenko solution accurately captures the reduction in critical load due to

shear deformation.

Key validation steps include:

•  Modeling the column in an FE package with appropriate element types (e.g., Timoshenko beam elements).

•  Applying identical boundary conditions and loading as in the analytical model.



•  Comparing lateral deflection, bending moment, and shear force distributions.

Practical Implementation

Implementing analytical solutions for Timoshenko beam columns on in practice involves:
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