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Introduction

In the world of chess, a player’s opening repertoire is the first line of defense and the first line of attack. For those 

who thrive on dynamic, aggressive play, having a well �structured, attacking opening repertoire is essential. One of 

the most celebrated contributors to this philosophy is the Soviet Grandmaster Eduard Gufeld. Renowned for his 

imaginative attacking style and deep theoretical knowledge, Gufeld crafted an opening repertoire that blends sharp 

lines, tactical motifs, and a relentless drive toward the king. This article explores the core elements of an opening 

repertoire for the attacking player by Eduard Gufeld, detailing the openings he favored, the plans behind them,

and how modern players can adapt his ideas to contemporary chess.

Who Was Eduard Gufeld?

Eduard Gufeld (1932 �2022) was a Soviet Grandmaster, author, and coach who left an indelible mark on chess

theory. Born in Baku, he rose to prominence in the 1950s and 1960s, becoming a key figure in the Soviet chess

school. Gufeld’s style was characterized by fluid piece play, creative combinations, and a willingness to sacrifice

material for initiative. He was also a prolific writer, publishing numerous books and articles that dissected both

classical and modern opening ideas.

Gufeld’s approach to openings was rooted in a deep understanding of positional themes and tactical opportunities.

He believed that the opening should set the tone for the middlegame, allowing the attacking player to dictate the

pace and direction of the game. His repertoire is a testament to this philosophy, offering a range of systems that

emphasize active piece play, early central control, and king �side pressure.

The Core Openings in Gufeld’s Repertoire

Gufeld’s attacking repertoire is built around several key openings that provide a solid foundation while offering

numerous tactical possibilities. Below, we break down each opening, its typical plans, and illustrative lines.

1. The Nimzo �Indian Defense (1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4)

While the Nimzo �Indian is often perceived as a solid, semi �positional opening, Gufeld’s version leans toward an

aggressive, attacking mindset. By targeting the e4 square early and creating imbalances, the opening can lead to

sharp play.

1.  Typical Plan: White usually aims for a quick e4, followed by d5 or f3 to support the center. Black, on the other 

hand, looks to undermine the center with ...c5 and ...Nc6, often followed by ...e5 or ...d5, depending on White’s 

pawn structure.

2.  4.Qc2 (the “Boden” line) – White’s queen on c2 supports e4 and puts pressure on c6. Black’s response often 

involves ...c5, leading to a complex pawn structure.

3.  1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.Qc2 c5 5.Qxc5 Bxc5 6.e4 d5 7.Nf3 Nc6 8.Nf1 Nbd7 9.Ng3 Nxe4 10.Nxe4 

Qxd1 11.Rxd1 a6 12.d5 Nf6 13.dxc6 Bxc6 14.Bf4 O-O-O – Here, Black has exchanged queens but remains active, 

with the bishop pair and open lines for attack.



2. The King's Indian Defense (1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7)

The King's Indian is a classic attacking system for Black. Gufeld’s approach to the KID emphasizes early pawn

breaks, such as ...e5 or ...f5, and a focus on king �side attacks.

1.  Typical Plan: After the standard ...d6 and ...e5, Black looks to launch a pawn storm on the king �side with ...f5 

and ...g5. Simultaneously, the bishop on g7 exerts pressure along the long diagonal.

2.  The “Saemisch” line (4.e4 d6 5.f4) – White commits to a strong central pawn chain, while Black responds 

with ...c5, ...Nc6, and eventually ...f5.

3.  1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 d6 5.f4 Nbd7 6.Nf3 e5 7.Bd3 c5 8.O-O O-O 9.Qe2 Nc6 10.b3 a5 11.Ra4 

Qc8 12.Nb1 b6 13.Bc2 Qd8 14.cxd5 exd4 15.Qxd4 Qc7 16.Qe3 Nf6 – Black’s pieces are active, and the pawn on 

e5 can be used to launch a direct attack.

3. The Slav Defense (1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6)

Although the Slav is generally considered solid, Gufeld’s attacking style transforms it into a dynamic weapon. By

targeting the b4 square and creating pawn breaks on the queenside, the opening can lead to unbalanced, tactical

positions.

1.  Typical Plan: White often plays 3.Nc3, followed by 4.Qc2 or 4.Nf3, and then 5.e3. Black aims for ...Bf5 

or ...Bg4 to challenge White’s central control. The critical moment often arrives with ...e6 and ...dxc4, followed 

by ...b5.

2.  The “Moscow” variation (3.Nc3 Bf5) – White may respond with 4.e3 e6 5.Nf3 Nc6 6.b3 Qc7, and then 7.Bb2 

Bb4 8.O-O O-O.

3.  1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nc3 Bf5 4.e3 e6 5.Nf3 Nc6 6.b3 Qc7 7.Bb2 Bb4 8.O-O O-O 9.Qc2 Nf6 10.Nb1 a5 11.Qd2 

a4 12.Nd5 Nxd5 13.exd5 Bxd5 14.Qc3 Bxc3 15.Nxc3 Bf8 – Black’s bishop pair and active knights create attacking 

chances.

4. The Modern Defense (1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6)

The Modern Defense offers flexibility and a chance for aggressive play. Gufeld’s approach focuses on rapid

development and early pressure on the center.

1.  Typical Plan: Black delays ...d6, opting for ...e5 or ...c5 at an opportune moment. The bishop on g7 supports 

a quick ...e5 break, while the knight on f6 is ready to jump to d5.

2.  The “Pirc” line (3.Nc3 d6 4.Nf3 Nbd7 5.g3) – Black prepares ...e5, while White builds a strong pawn chain on 

the king �side.

3.  1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 d6 4.Nf3 Nbd7 5.g3 Bg7 6.Bg2 O-O 7.O-O e5 8.d5 c5 9.c5 Nf8 10.Qc2 Nc5 11.b3 

Qc8 12.Qd2 Nf6 13.Rc1 Bf8 14.Rb1 Qb7 – Black’s pieces are well �coordinated, and the ...c5 break can open lines 

for attack.

5. The Grünfeld Defense (1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 d5)

The Grünfeld is a hyper �modern opening that invites White to overextend in the center. Gufeld’s attacking repertoire

uses the opening’s inherent imbalances to create attacking chances.

1.  Typical Plan: After ...d5, Black aims to undermine White’s center with ...c5 and ...e5. The bishop on g7 and 

knight on f6 support these pawn breaks.

2.  The “Exchange” variation (4.cxd5 Nxd5 5.e4 Nb6) – White’s pawn on e4 can be attacked by ...c5, leading to 

open lines for Black’s pieces.

3.  1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 d5 4.cxd5 Nxd5 5.e4 Nb6 6.Nf3 Bg7 7.d3 O-O 8.Be3 Nc6 9.Qd2 c5 10.b3 cxd4 

11.exd4 e5 12.Nxd4 Qd7 13.Qe3 Qc8 14.O-O-O Nxd4 15.Qxd4 Bf8 – The pawn structure is asymmetrical, and 

Black’s pieces have active targets.



Common Themes in Gufeld’s Repertoire

While each opening in Gufeld’s repertoire has its own unique character, several overarching themes tie them

together. Understanding these themes will help players adapt the repertoire to their style.

1. Early Central Control

Gufeld emphasized the importance of establishing a strong pawn presence in the center. Whether it’s the pawn

chain in the Nimzo �Indian or the rapid ...e5 in the King's Indian, central dominance is a prerequisite for launching

attacks.

2. Active Piece Play

Instead of passive piece placement, Gufeld’s lines often involve knights and bishops occupying active squares. For

instance, the knight on d5 in the Grünfeld or the bishop on g7 in the King's Indian can become a powerful attacking

asset.

3. Tactical Awareness

All of Gufeld’s openings are ripe for tactical opportunities. Players should always be on the lookout for pawn breaks,

piece sacrifices, and mating nets. The ...c5 break in the Slav or the ...f5 break in the King's Indian are classic

examples.

4. Flexibility and Transpositions

Gufeld’s repertoire is not rigid. Many of the lines can transpose into one another, allowing a player to adapt to the

opponent’s setup. This flexibility is especially valuable in tournament play.

How to Build Your Own Attacking Repertoire Using Gufeld’s Ideas

Adapting Gufeld’s repertoire to modern chess involves a few practical steps:

1.  Study Key Games: Review classic games by Eduard Gufeld to understand how he applied each opening. 

Pay particular attention to the critical moments where he launched attacks.

2.  Practice Tactical Motifs: Use training tools to practice pawn breaks and tactical patterns common in each 

opening.

3.  Play in Different Time Controls: Test your repertoire in rapid and blitz games to gauge its practicality under 

time pressure.

4.  Adjust According to Your Style: If you prefer a more positional approach, tweak the lines to favor slower, 

strategic play. If you’re a pure attacker, emphasize the sharpest lines.

5.  Keep Updated: Modern theory evolves rapidly. Stay informed about the latest developments in each opening 

to keep your repertoire sharp.

Sample Opening Book Structure
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