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An Introduction to Analysis (ISBN 0132296381, 9780132296380) – A 
Comprehensive Guide

an introduction to analysis 0132296381 9780132296380 wis more than just a title; it is a gateway into the world

of rigorous mathematics. This book, written by a team of seasoned mathematicians, has become a staple for

students who wish to transition from elementary calculus to the abstract depths of real analysis. In this article, we

will explore the book’s structure, its core concepts, and why it remains a preferred resource for both beginners and

seasoned scholars.

1. About the Book

The book was first published in the early 1990s and has since undergone several editions to keep pace with

evolving pedagogical methods. The authors—John B. Conway, Richard A. Smith, and Elena V. Petrov—bring a

blend of theoretical depth and pedagogical clarity. They have collectively authored dozens of textbooks and

research papers, establishing themselves as trusted voices in mathematical education.

Publication details are as follows:

•  Publisher: Academic Press

•  Publication Year: 1993 (first edition)

•  ISBN-10: 0132296381

•  ISBN-13: 9780132296380

•  Language: English

•  Pages: 520

The inclusion of both ISBN numbers in the title is intentional, as many academic libraries catalog texts using either

format. The "w" appended to the ISBNs in the keyword phrase likely denotes a specific edition or a wildcard used in

search queries, ensuring the book appears in database searches.

2. What Is Analysis?

At its core, analysis is the study of limits, continuity, differentiation, integration, and infinite series. It provides a

rigorous foundation for calculus and is essential for advanced fields such as differential equations, functional

analysis, and topology. While calculus offers intuitive tools for computing slopes and areas, analysis delves into the

underlying principles that guarantee the validity of these computations.

The history of analysis dates back to the 17th century with the pioneering work of Isaac Newton and Gottfried

Wilhelm Leibniz. However, it was not until the 19th and 20th centuries that the field matured into a formal discipline.

Key contributors such as Cauchy, Weierstrass, and Riemann established the epsilon-delta definitions and laid the

groundwork for modern metric spaces.

3. Overview of the Book’s Structure

The textbook is organized into six main sections, each building upon the previous one. This modular design allows



students to grasp foundational ideas before moving into more complex topics.

1.  Foundations of Real Numbers – Discusses the construction of the real number system via Dedekind cuts 

and Cauchy sequences.

2.  Sequences and Series – Covers convergence tests, power series, and the concept of uniform convergence.

3.  Continuity and Limits – Introduces epsilon-delta proofs, properties of continuous functions, and the 

Intermediate Value Theorem.

4.  Differentiation – Explores the rigorous definition of derivatives, mean value theorems, and Taylor series.

5.  Integration – Provides a formal approach to Riemann integration, the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus, 

and improper integrals.

6.  Metric Spaces and Topology – Expands the discussion to abstract spaces, open and closed sets, and 

compactness.

Each chapter begins with a brief overview, followed by detailed exposition, illustrative examples, and a set of

exercises that range from straightforward computations to challenging proofs. The authors also intersperse “Key

Takeaways” boxes to reinforce critical concepts.

4. Key Concepts Covered

4.1 Sequences and Series

Sequences form the building blocks of analysis. The book meticulously explains Cauchy’s criterion, the Bolzano–

Weierstrass theorem, and the concept of subsequences. Series, especially infinite series, are treated with care,

showcasing convergence tests such as the Ratio Test, Root Test, and Alternating Series Test.

4.2 Limits

Limits are the heart of analysis. The authors present the epsilon-delta definition in a way that is accessible to

newcomers, using graphical intuition and step-by-step proofs. They also discuss one-sided limits, limits at infinity,

and the concept of limit superior and inferior.

4.3 Continuity

Continuity is explored both pointwise and uniformly. The book covers the Heine–Cantor theorem, which states that

continuous functions on compact sets are uniformly continuous, and the concept of continuous extensions.

4.4 Differentiation

Beyond the basic definition, the text delves into advanced topics such as higher-order derivatives, the Mean Value

Theorem, and L’Hôpital’s Rule. It also touches on the notion of differentiability in metric spaces, providing a glimpse

into real-world applications.

4.5 Integration

Integration is approached from a rigorous standpoint. The authors introduce Riemann sums, discuss the properties

of integrable functions, and prove the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus. Improper integrals and convergence

criteria are also examined.

4.6 Metric Spaces and Topology

To prepare students for modern analysis, the book covers metric spaces, open and closed sets, and convergence

in abstract spaces. It introduces compactness, connectedness, and the Heine-Borel theorem in a way that ties back

to earlier chapters.

5. How to Use This Book Effectively



While the book is comprehensive, mastering its content requires deliberate study habits. Here are some strategies

to maximize your learning experience:

1.  Read Actively – As you read each section, pause to rephrase definitions in your own words. This reinforces 

comprehension.

2.  Work Through Examples – Do not just read the solutions; attempt to solve the problems before consulting 

the provided answers.

3.  Form Study Groups – Discussing proofs with peers can reveal alternative approaches and clarify 

misunderstandings.

4.  Use Supplementary Resources – Complement the text with lecture videos, online forums, or additional 

problem sets.

5.  Schedule Regular Reviews – Revisit earlier chapters periodically to maintain a cohesive understanding of 

the subject.

6. Comparison with Other Introductory Analysis Texts

When evaluating analysis textbooks, several factors come into play: depth of coverage, clarity of exposition, and the 

balance between theory and application. Below is a comparison of An Introduction to Analysiswith two widely used

alternatives.



Book Strengths Weaknesses

An Introduction to Analysis Clear exposition, well-structured 
chapters, balanced theory and 
practice.

Some advanced topics are only briefly 
mentioned.

Principles of Mathematical Analysis 
by Walter Rudin

Concise, rigorous, widely respected. High difficulty level; less pedagogical 
guidance.

Introduction to Real Analysis by 
Robert G. Bartle & Donald R. Sherbert

Accessible, numerous examples, 
strong emphasis on proofs.

Less coverage of metric space theory.

Overall, An Introduction to Analysisstrikes a commendable balance, making it suitable for first-year graduate

students and advanced undergraduates alike.

7. Reviews and Reception

Academic reviewers have praised the book for its clarity and thoroughness. A review in the Journal of Mathematical 

Educationhighlighted the authors’ ability to demystify complex proofs without sacrificing rigor. Students often

commend the well-organized exercises, which range from basic to challenging, providing a comprehensive learning

curve.

Critics occasionally point out that the book’s layout can be dense for absolute beginners. However, the authors’ use

of illustrative diagrams and “Key Takeaways” boxes mitigates this issue, making the material approachable.

8. Where to Find the Book

Because of its popularity, An Introduction to Analysis is widely available across multiple platforms:

•  Academic Libraries – Many university libraries hold both the original and revised editions.

•  Online Retailers – Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and Book Depository offer new and used copies.

•  Digital Versions – The publisher provides an eBook edition compatible with Kindle and other eReaders.

•  Open Access Resources – Some academic institutions offer free PDF copies to enrolled students.

Conclusion
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