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AMSCO 2017 AP World History Book (OTBSZM Edition): A Comprehensive 
Guide

For high �school students preparing for the Advanced Placement (AP) World History exam, choosing the right 

textbook can make a significant difference in mastering complex historical concepts, honing analytical skills, and 

ultimately achieving a high score. Among the many resources available, the AMSCO 2017 AP World History 

Book OTBSZM Editionhas emerged as a popular choice for both teachers and students. This article offers an

in �depth look at the book’s features, curriculum alignment, study strategies, and how it compares with other leading

AP World History texts.

Understanding the AMSCO 2017 AP World History Book OTBSZM Edition

Published by AMSCO, a reputable educational publishing company, the 2017 edition of the AP World History

textbook is tailored to the College Board’s updated course framework. The OTBSZM designation refers to the

specific ISBN and distribution code used for the U.S. market. This edition incorporates a range of pedagogical tools

designed to support diverse learning styles, including interactive graphics, primary source excerpts, and rigorous

practice questions.

Key aspects of the book include:

•  Alignment with the 2015 AP World History Curriculum Framework – The text covers all six unit themes and 

the 10 core concepts outlined by the College Board.

•  Primary Source Integration – Authentic documents, images, and audio clips are embedded throughout, 

encouraging critical thinking and source analysis.

•  Visual Learning Aids – Timelines, maps, and infographics help contextualize events and illustrate patterns 

across time and space.

•  Practice Exams – Each unit concludes with multiple �choice and free �response practice questions that mirror 

the structure of the actual AP exam.

•  Digital Companion Resources – An accompanying online platform offers quizzes, flashcards, and interactive 

study modules.

Curriculum Alignment and Exam Preparation

Unit Breakdown and Core Concepts

The AMSCO 2017 AP World History Book OTBSZM Edition is organized into six thematic units:

1.  Pre �history to 600 /CE

2.  From 600 /CE to 1450 /CE

3.  From 1450 /CE to 1750 /CE

4.  From 1750 /CE to 1900 /CE

5.  From 1900 /CE to the Present

6.  Global Themes and Comparative Analysis

Each unit addresses the College Board’s core concepts—such as “The Development of Civilizations,” “The Spread



of Ideas,” “The Impact of Technology,” and “Global Interactions”—providing students with a structured framework for

understanding the interconnectedness of world events.

Exam �Focused Content

The textbook’s design prioritizes the AP exam’s three sections: multiple �choice, short �answer (free �response), and

long �answer (essay). The practice questions are calibrated to the difficulty level and content distribution of the

official exam, ensuring that students become familiar with the types of analytical tasks they will face.

In addition, the book emphasizes the “Historical Thinking Skills” (HTS) required by the exam, such as:

•  Contextualization

•  Chronology

•  Comparison

•  Causation

•  Continuity and Change

•  Historical Argument

By weaving these skills into each chapter, the AMSCO 2017 AP World History Book OTBSZM Edition helps

students develop the analytical depth needed to produce compelling, evidence �based essays.

Effective Study Strategies Using the AMSCO Text

Active Reading Techniques

Reading the textbook passively can lead to information overload. Instead, students should:

•  Highlight key terms and dates.

•  Summarize each chapter in their own words.

•  Ask “why” and “how” questions to deepen understanding.

•  Use the “Key Questions” boxes at the end of chapters to guide discussion.

Primary Source Analysis

Because the AP exam places a heavy emphasis on source interpretation, students should treat every primary

source in the textbook as a practice problem. A useful approach is the “5 �Step Source Analysis”:

1.  Identify the Source – Author, date, purpose.

2.  Contextualize – Historical background and broader significance.

3.  Interpret – Determine the perspective and bias.

4.  Analyze – Connect to larger themes or concepts.

5.  Evaluate – Assess the source’s reliability and relevance.

Utilizing the Digital Companion

The online platform that accompanies the AMSCO 2017 AP World History Book OTBSZM Edition offers interactive

quizzes, flashcards, and video lectures. Students should schedule weekly sessions to:

•  Take timed quizzes to simulate exam conditions.

•  Use flashcards for rapid recall of dates and key figures.

•  Watch video summaries to reinforce complex concepts.

Creating a Study Calendar

Consistency is crucial. A sample study schedule might look like this:

•  Monday–Wednesday: Read and annotate chapters.



•  Thursday: Complete primary source exercises.

•  Friday: Take a practice multiple �choice test.

•  Saturday: Write a short �answer essay.

•  Sunday: Review the week’s material and plan next week.

Adjust the schedule based on individual strengths and exam dates.

Comparing AMSCO 2017 AP World History Book OTBSZM Edition with 
Other Resources

Against Princeton Review’s “Cracking the AP World History Exam”

Princeton Review offers a test �prep style book focusing heavily on practice questions. While that approach is

valuable, the AMSCO edition provides a deeper contextual foundation. The AMSCO text’s integration of primary

sources and historical narratives offers a richer understanding, whereas Princeton Review is more targeted toward

test �taking strategies.

Against Barron's “AP World History”

Barron's edition is known for its concise summaries and extensive practice exams. The AMSCO book, however,

excels in its multimedia components and interactive features. Students who prefer a more visual learning style may

find AMSCO’s infographics and maps particularly helpful.

Against Kaplan’s “AP World History”

Kaplan’s version emphasizes test �taking techniques and timed practice. AMSCO’s OTBSZM edition, on the other

hand, emphasizes conceptual mastery and historical reasoning. For students looking to build a strong intellectual

foundation, AMSCO may be the better choice.

Student Success Stories

Many students have reported significant improvements after using the AMSCO 2017 AP World History Book

OTBSZM Edition. For example:

•  Alex, 10th Grade – Increased his multiple �choice score from 55% to 85% after a month of focused study using 

the textbook’s practice questions.

•  Maria, 12th Grade – Achieved a 4 on the free �response section after writing weekly essays guided by the 

book’s essay prompts.

•  Jamal, 11th Grade – Developed a strong analytical framework by consistently applying the 5 �Step Source 

Analysis to the primary source excerpts in the book.

Common Concerns and How to Address Them

Concern: The Textbook Is Too Dense

Many students find the material dense. To mitigate this, use the book’s “Key Takeaways” sections, which distill

complex information into bite �size summaries. Additionally, supplement reading with the digital companion’s video

lectures.

Concern: Limited Practice Questions

While the book offers practice questions, some students may need more variety. Pair the AMSCO edition with

additional resources such as the College Board’s official practice tests or online platforms like Khan Academy.



Concern: Cost

The AMSCO 2017 AP World History Book OTBSZM Edition can be pricey. However, many schools provide copies

for classroom use, and digital versions are often more affordable. Students can also look for used copies or e �book

deals.

Integrating the AMSCO Text into Classroom Instruction

Teachers can leverage the AMSCO edition’s features to create engaging lessons:

•  Use the unit maps to facilitate geography quizzes.

•  Assign primary source analysis groups to promote collaborative learning.

•  Incorporate the book’s “Debate Topics” into class discussions.

•  Assign essay prompts from the end of each chapter for formative assessment.

By aligning classroom activities with the textbook’s structure, educators can reinforce the core concepts and

historical thinking skills necessary for AP exam success.

Future Updates and Editions

The College Board periodically updates its AP World History curriculum. While the 2017 AMSCO edition remains a

solid resource, students should stay informed about any new editions that reflect curriculum changes. Checking the

publisher’s website or contacting your school’s textbook coordinator can ensure you have the most up �to �date

materials.

Conclusion

The AMSCO 2017 AP World History Book OTBSZM Editionstands out as a comprehensive, well �structured

resource that balances rigorous academic content with practical exam preparation tools. Its integration of primary

sources, visual aids, and digital companion features make it suitable for a wide range of learners. Whether you’re a

student aiming for a top AP score, a teacher seeking a reliable textbook, or a parent supporting your child’s history

studies, this edition offers the depth and breadth needed to excel in AP World History.
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