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Introducing the Intricate World of Among Thieves: Tales of the Kin 1 by 
Douglas Hulick

In the sprawling realm of high fantasy, where dragons soar and kingdoms clash, a new voice has emerged that 

turns the familiar trope of the thieves guild on its head. Among Thieves: Tales of the Kin 1 , penned by the 

talented author Douglas Hulick, offers readers a fresh perspective on adventure, loyalty, and the blurred lines

between right and wrong. This first installment of the Kin saga invites us to follow a motley crew of outcasts as they

navigate a world where shadows hold both danger and opportunity. Whether you are a seasoned fantasy

enthusiast or a newcomer eager for a compelling story, this novel’s blend of intricate worldbuilding, nuanced

characters, and thrilling plot twists makes it a must-read.

About the Author: Douglas Hulick

Early Life and Influences

Douglas Hulick grew up in the Midwest, where the open skies and quiet towns fostered his imagination. From a 

young age, he devoured classic fantasy like The Lord of the Rings and The Wheel of Time , while also drawing 

inspiration from modern works such as His Dark Materials and Shadow and Bone. These stories taught him that

even in the most fantastical settings, the human experience remains central.

Writing Career and Other Works

Before launching the Kin series, Hulick built a reputation through the Raven's Shadow trilogy, where he masterfully 

blended romance, political intrigue, and a richly detailed world. His prose is often praised for its clarity and 

emotional depth, a style that carries over into Among Thieves. The author’s commitment to authenticity and

meticulous research shines through in every chapter.

Author’s Writing Style

Hulick’s narrative voice is conversational yet vivid, allowing readers to feel the pulse of every setting. He balances

action-packed scenes with introspective moments, ensuring that characters grow organically alongside the plot. His

dialogue is sharp, often revealing hidden motives or subtle humor, which adds layers to the story.

The World of the Kin

Setting: A Realm of Contrasts

The Kin series unfolds in the kingdom of Verdanis, a land of towering mountains, sprawling cities, and misty valleys.

While the capital gleams with marble and order, the outskirts are shrouded in darkness, where thieves and rogues

find refuge. This dichotomy sets the stage for a story that examines the gray areas of society.

Political Landscape

Verdanis is ruled by the High King, whose reign is challenged by ambitious nobles and rival factions. The political

tension creates a fertile ground for the thieves guild to thrive, as power struggles often leave vulnerable citizens ripe

for exploitation.



Social Structure

Society is stratified: the aristocracy, the merchant class, and the common folk. At the bottom, the Kin—a secretive

group of thieves—operate in the shadows, offering a lifeline to those who feel marginalized. Their presence forces

the kingdom to confront its inequalities.

Magical System

Magic in Verdanis is subtle yet potent. It manifests through ancient runes, enchanted artifacts, and the rare ability of

certain individuals to manipulate elemental forces. The Kin’s access to this magic, though limited, plays a pivotal

role in their schemes.

Main Characters

The Protagonist: Lira, the Reluctant Rogue

Lira, a young thief with a haunted past, is thrust into the heart of the Kin’s operations. Her quick wit and agility make

her indispensable, but her internal conflict—her desire for redemption versus her loyalty to the guild—drives the

narrative forward.

Supporting Cast

•  Marcel – A seasoned thief who mentors Lira, balancing humor with a deep sense of duty.

•  Elara – A mage with a secretive past, whose knowledge of ancient runes proves invaluable.

•  Captain Roderick – A stern military leader who suspects the Kin’s involvement in recent heists.

Antagonists

The primary antagonist is Lord Valen, a nobleman who uses his influence to suppress the Kin, believing that order

can only be achieved through control. His ruthless tactics create tension and force the protagonists to confront their

own moral compass.

Plot Overview

Beginning: A Heist That Shakes the Guild

The novel opens with a daring robbery at the royal treasury. While the thieves celebrate their success, a hidden

betrayal threatens to unravel the Kin’s cohesion. Lira’s involvement sets her on a path that will test her loyalty and

resolve.

Middle: Secrets Unveiled

As the Kin investigates the betrayal, they uncover a conspiracy that extends beyond the guild. The revelation forces

Lira to question her place in the world and the cost of her ambitions. Simultaneously, the political intrigue

intensifies, with Lord Valen tightening his grip on Verdanis.

Climax: The Battle of Shadows

The climax sees the Kin confronting Lord Valen’s forces in a clandestine battle within the city’s underbelly. Amidst

the chaos, Lira faces a pivotal choice that will define her future and the fate of the Kin.

Resolution: A New Dawn

In the aftermath, the Kin emerges from the shadows, having forged new alliances and discovered the true meaning

of family. The novel concludes with a hint of looming threats, setting the stage for future adventures.

Themes and Motifs



Identity and Belonging

Central to the narrative is the exploration of identity. Lira’s journey from a lone thief to a member of a close-knit

family mirrors the reader’s own quest for belonging.

Loyalty and Betrayal

The story examines how loyalty can both protect and imprison. The Kin’s unity is tested by betrayal, prompting

characters to reevaluate their allegiances.

Power Dynamics

Through political machinations and the guild’s clandestine operations, the novel highlights how power is wielded,

challenged, and reshaped.

Morality in the Shadows

Hulick challenges the binary of good and evil by presenting characters who navigate moral gray zones, especially

those forced into crime by circumstance.

Narrative Style

Point of View

Employing a close third-person perspective, the story provides intimate access to Lira’s thoughts while maintaining

narrative flexibility. This allows readers to experience the world through the protagonist’s eyes without limiting the

scope of the plot.

Pacing

The pacing oscillates between tense action sequences and contemplative moments, ensuring that readers remain

engaged while allowing characters to develop fully.

Dialogue

Dialogues are crafted to reflect each character’s unique voice. The witty banter between Lira and Marcel adds

levity, whereas the solemn exchanges between Elara and the council emphasize the stakes.

Reception and Reviews

Critical Reviews

Literary critics have praised Among Thieves: Tales of the Kin 1 for its robust worldbuilding and complex characters.

Many note the novel’s ability to subvert genre expectations while maintaining a compelling narrative.

Reader Feedback

Readers highlight the book’s immersive setting and the relatability of its protagonists. Fans often commend the

series for its blend of action, intrigue, and emotional depth.

Awards and Nominations

While the Kin series is relatively new, Among Thieves has already garnered nominations for several fantasy 

awards, including the Fantasy Book Awards and the Readers’ Choice Awards.

Comparison to Other Fantasy Works

Similarities to Other Thieves Guild Stories



Like The Lies of Locke Lamora and The Gentleman Bastardseries, the Kin saga focuses on a guild of thieves

navigating a complex world. The camaraderie among guild members and the intricate heists resonate with fans of

this subgenre.

Unique Elements

What sets Among Thievesapart is its focus on the internal politics of the guild, the subtle magic system, and the

exploration of moral ambiguity. Unlike many high fantasy tales that emphasize epic battles, this series delves into

the day-to-day struggles of its characters.

Why You Should Read It

•  Engaging Plot – Fast-paced heists and political intrigue keep readers hooked.

•  Rich Worldbuilding – Verdanis feels alive, with detailed geography and culture.

•  Character Depth – Protagonists grow organically, making their journeys relatable.

•  Unique Perspective – The novel’s focus on thieves offers a fresh angle in fantasy literature.

Frequently Asked Questions
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