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American Society of Nephrology NephSAP Active Issues: A Comprehensive 
Overview

The field of nephrology is evolving rapidly, driven by advances in science, technology, and patient care. At the heart

of this progress lies the American Society of Nephrology (ASN), a professional organization dedicated to improving

kidney health worldwide. One of ASN’s most dynamic initiatives is the Nephrology Standards and Practice

(NephSAP) program, which continually identifies and addresses pressing challenges in kidney medicine. This

article dives deep into the current NephSAP active issues, offering clinicians, researchers, and patients a clear

roadmap of the priorities shaping the future of nephrology.

Understanding ASN and NephSAP

What is the American Society of Nephrology?

The American Society of Nephrology is a leading global authority on kidney disease. With over 8,000 members, it

fosters collaboration among nephrologists, researchers, educators, and allied health professionals. ASN’s mission

centers on advancing kidney health through education, research, advocacy, and quality improvement. Its annual

meetings, peer �reviewed journals, and policy briefs influence clinical practice and public health strategies worldwide.

Introducing NephSAP

NephSAP—short for Nephrology Standards and Practice—serves as ASN’s evidence �based framework for clinical

guidelines, best practices, and research priorities. By integrating data from clinical trials, registries, and expert

consensus, NephSAP translates complex science into actionable protocols for clinicians. The program’s dynamic

nature means it regularly updates its content, reflecting emerging evidence and shifting healthcare landscapes.

Current NephSAP Active Issues

Below we explore the key topics that NephSAP is actively addressing. These issues reflect the intersection of

clinical urgency, research gaps, and policy needs. For each issue, we outline the problem, its impact, and the

NephSAP-driven solutions.

1. Rising Prevalence of Chronic Kidney Disease (CKD)

•  Problem: CKD is now the 10th leading cause of death in the United States, affecting over 37 million adults. 

Early detection remains low, leading to advanced disease stages that require dialysis or transplantation.

•  Impact: Late-stage CKD imposes substantial costs on the healthcare system—estimated at $50–$70 billion 

annually—including hospitalizations, outpatient visits, and loss of productivity.

•  NephSAP Response:\n\nDevelopment of standardized screening protocols for high �risk populations (diabetics, 

hypertensives, African Americans).

•  Implementation of risk calculators that integrate electronic health record (EHR) data for real �time alerts.

•  Promotion of community outreach programs to educate patients on lifestyle modifications.

2. Health Disparities in Kidney Care

•  Problem: Racial and socioeconomic disparities persist, with Black, Hispanic, and Native American 



communities experiencing higher rates of CKD progression and lower access to transplantation.

•  Impact: These disparities translate into unequal outcomes, including higher mortality rates and reduced 

quality of life.

•  NephSAP Response:\n\nGuidelines for culturally competent care and shared decision �making.

•  Data collection mandates for demographic variables in registries.

•  Advocacy for policy changes that expand insurance coverage for preventive services.

3. Funding and Research Prioritization

•  Problem: Kidney research receives a fraction of total biomedical funding, limiting progress in drug 

development and novel therapies.

•  Impact: Slow translational timelines result in delayed availability of life �saving treatments.

•  NephSAP Response:\n\nIdentification of high �impact research areas through Delphi panels.

•  Collaboration with federal agencies (NIH, CDC) to align grant priorities.

•  Encouragement of multi �institutional consortia to share data and resources.

4. Policy and Reimbursement Challenges

•  Problem: Rapidly evolving reimbursement models can create uncertainty for nephrology practices, especially 

regarding telehealth and home dialysis.

•  Impact: Financial instability may limit service availability and discourage innovation.

•  NephSAP Response:\n\nEvidence briefs summarizing the cost �effectiveness of home dialysis and 

telemonitoring.

•  Policy position papers advocating for sustainable reimbursement structures.

•  Guidance for practices to navigate payer requirements and optimize revenue cycles.

5. Integration of Digital Health Technologies

•  Problem: While digital tools promise improved monitoring, interoperability issues and data privacy concerns 

hinder widespread adoption.

•  Impact: Fragmented systems lead to duplicated work, clinician burnout, and patient disengagement.

•  NephSAP Response:\n\nStandards for data exchange between EHRs, wearable devices, and patient portals.

•  Best �practice frameworks for implementing remote patient monitoring.

•  Recommendations for cybersecurity protocols and patient consent processes.

6. Workforce Development and Education

•  Problem: The nephrology workforce faces shortages, with projected deficits of 20–30% by 2030.

•  Impact: Limited provider availability can delay diagnosis and reduce access to advanced therapies.

•  NephSAP Response:\n\nCurriculum guidelines for residency and fellowship programs emphasizing CKD 

management and patient �centered care.

•  Continuing medical education (CME) modules on emerging therapies and technology integration.

•  Mentorship initiatives to recruit diverse candidates into nephrology.

7. Advancing Transplantation Outcomes

•  Problem: Organ shortages, graft rejection rates, and post �transplant complications remain significant hurdles.

•  Impact: Patients on transplant waitlists experience prolonged morbidity and mortality.

•  NephSAP Response:\n\nEvidence �based protocols for immunosuppression management.

•  Guidelines for donor �kidney evaluation and allocation fairness.

•  Research priorities targeting novel immunomodulatory agents and regenerative therapies.

8. Addressing Acute Kidney Injury (AKI) in Critical Care

•  Problem: AKI incidence remains high among ICU patients, with long �term sequelae including CKD.



•  Impact: AKI increases ICU length of stay, mortality, and subsequent healthcare costs.

•  NephSAP Response:\n\nStandardized AKI detection algorithms integrated into ICU dashboards.

•  Clinical pathways for early nephrology consultation and renal replacement therapy (RRT) initiation.

•  Research initiatives exploring biomarkers for early AKI detection.

9. Enhancing Patient Engagement and Shared Decision �Making

•  Problem: Patients often feel excluded from treatment decisions, leading to lower adherence and satisfaction.

•  Impact: Poor engagement can worsen outcomes and increase readmission rates.

•  NephSAP Response:\n\nTools for decision aids that present treatment options in plain language.

•  Training modules for clinicians on communication skills and motivational interviewing.

•  Patient �reported outcome measures (PROMs) integrated into routine care.

10. Global Kidney Health Initiatives

•  Problem: CKD burden is rising worldwide, especially in low � and middle �income countries (LMICs) lacking 

infrastructure.

•  Impact: Global disparities lead to high mortality and economic loss.

•  NephSAP Response:\n\nCollaborative partnerships with international organizations (WHO, International 

Society of Nephrology).

•  Implementation science frameworks for scaling up CKD screening and treatment in LMICs.

•  Research grants supporting capacity building and training of local nephrology teams.

How NephSAP Shapes Clinical Practice

NephSAP’s influence extends beyond academic discussions. Its guidelines are embedded in electronic decision

support systems, quality improvement initiatives, and accreditation standards. By aligning practice with the most

current evidence, clinicians can:

1.  Reduce variation in care and improve consistency.

2.  Demonstrate compliance with regulatory bodies.

3.  Enhance patient outcomes through timely interventions.

4.  Optimize resource utilization, leading to cost savings.

For example, the NephSAP guideline on hypertension in CKD recommends a target systolic blood pressure of 

Engaging Stakeholders in NephSAP Initiatives

Clinicians

NephSAP provides a clear pathway for clinicians to stay updated. By subscribing to the ASN newsletter, attending

annual conferences, and participating in guideline panels, providers can contribute to and benefit from collective

expertise.

Researchers

Researchers are invited to submit proposals aligned with NephSAP priority areas. The ASN offers seed funding,

data sharing platforms, and mentorship to accelerate translational projects.

Patients and Advocacy Groups

Patient voices are integral. NephSAP actively solicits feedback through surveys, focus groups, and advisory boards,

ensuring that guidelines reflect real �world needs and preferences.

Looking Ahead: The Future of NephSAP



The NephSAP active issues list is dynamic, reflecting the evolving nature of kidney disease and healthcare.

Emerging themes include:

•  Precision Medicine: Genomic and proteomic profiling to tailor therapies.

•  Artificial Intelligence: Predictive analytics for early CKD detection and risk stratification.

•  Environmental Health: Assessing the impact of climate change on kidney disease incidence.

•  Policy Innovation: Universal coverage for kidney �related preventive services.

ASN’s commitment to continuous evaluation ensures that NephSAP remains at the forefront of nephrology practice,

translating scientific breakthroughs into tangible health benefits.

Conclusion

The American Society of Nephrology NephSAP active issues illuminate the most pressing challenges in kidney

care today. From addressing health disparities and enhancing digital health integration to prioritizing research

funding and workforce development, NephSAP provides a comprehensive, evidence �based roadmap for clinicians,

researchers, and policymakers alike. By engaging with these initiatives, stakeholders can drive meaningful change

—improving outcomes for patients with kidney disease now and for generations to come.
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