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American Heart Association ACLS Written Exam: PDF Resources, Study 
Tips, and More

Advanced Cardiovascular Life Support (ACLS) is the cornerstone of emergency cardiovascular care for healthcare

professionals. Whether you’re a nurse, physician, paramedic, or allied health worker, mastering ACLS can mean

the difference between life and death in critical situations. The American Heart Association (AHA) offers a rigorous

written exam that tests your knowledge of advanced cardiac life support protocols, algorithms, and clinical decision

making. Many candidates search for the “American Heart Association ACLS written exam version PDF” to study

efficiently, but the process can be confusing. This guide will walk you through the official exam format, how to

obtain legitimate PDF study materials, proven study strategies, and tips for exam day success. By the end, you’ll

have a clear roadmap to ace the ACLS written test and keep your certification current.

What Is ACLS and Why It Matters

ACLS is a structured program designed by the AHA to equip clinicians with the skills needed to manage cardiac

arrest, stroke, and other life �threatening cardiovascular emergencies. The program covers:

•  Cardiac arrest management – including rhythm recognition, defibrillation, and advanced airway techniques.

•  Stroke protocols – rapid assessment and treatment pathways.

•  Severe arrhythmias – drug therapy and monitoring.

•  Cardiac emergencies – such as myocardial infarction and heart failure.

•  Team dynamics – effective communication and leadership during resuscitation.

Completing the ACLS course and passing the written exam not only demonstrates competence but also enhances

patient outcomes and professional credibility. Many hospitals and emergency services require ACLS certification as

part of hiring or credentialing processes.

ACLS Written Exam Overview

The AHA’s ACLS written exam is a multiple �choice test that assesses your ability to apply ACLS algorithms in

real �world scenarios. Key characteristics include:

1.  Exam Length – 60 questions, typically completed in 90 minutes.

2.  Content Areas – 45% cardiac arrest, 20% stroke, 15% arrhythmias, 10% other cardiac emergencies, 10% 

team dynamics.

3.  Question Types – 60% standard multiple �choice, 20% case �based, 10% algorithm navigation, 10% 

scenario �based.

4.  Scoring – 70% correct answers needed to pass; no negative marking.

5.  Delivery – Computer �based testing (CBT) available at accredited testing centers.

Understanding the exam format is the first step toward effective preparation. Knowing the weight of each content

area helps you allocate study time strategically.

Finding the Official ACLS Written Exam PDF

Many candidates look for a PDF version of the exam to practice. It’s essential to distinguish between legitimate

resources and unofficial, potentially illegal copies. Here’s how to locate the official materials:



•  American Heart Association Website – The AHA offers a downloadable ACLS Study Guide in PDF format. 

This guide contains the latest algorithms, drug tables, and practice questions aligned with the exam.

•  ACLS Course Materials – When you enroll in an accredited ACLS course (in �person or online), instructors 

provide a comprehensive PDF package that includes lecture slides, algorithm charts, and practice quizzes.

•  Testing Center Resources – Some CBT centers supply a pre �exam orientation packet that includes a PDF 

overview of the exam structure and sample questions.

•  Official Practice Exams – The AHA sells a Practice Exam in PDF format that mirrors the difficulty and format 

of the actual test. Purchasing this ensures you’re working with up �to �date content.

It is crucial to avoid downloading unofficial PDFs from third �party sites. These copies may be outdated, contain

inaccuracies, or even be illegal, jeopardizing your certification process.

Key Components of the Official ACLS PDF Study Guide

The official PDF study guide is organized to mirror the exam structure, making it an invaluable resource for focused

review. Major sections include:

•  Algorithm Charts – Visual representations of cardiac arrest, stroke, and arrhythmia protocols.

•  Drug Reference Tables – Dosages, indications, and contraindications for all ACLS medications.

•  Case Scenarios – Realistic patient presentations with guided decision �making questions.

•  Practice Questions – Multiple �choice items with detailed explanations.

•  Self �Assessment Rubrics – Tools to gauge readiness and identify weak areas.

Using the PDF in tandem with the course lectures reinforces learning through multiple modalities—visual, textual,

and interactive.

Creating a Study Plan Using the PDF

Effective study requires a structured plan. Below is a step �by �step guide to maximize your use of the official PDF:

1.  Set a Timeline – Allocate 4–6 weeks before the exam. Break the timeline into weekly milestones.

2.  Divide the Content – Assign each week a specific content area: cardiac arrest, stroke, arrhythmias, etc.

3.  Daily Review Sessions – 60–90 minutes per day, alternating between reading the PDF, watching video 

modules, and practicing questions.

4.  Active Recall – Use flashcards derived from the PDF’s practice questions to test memory.

5.  Simulation Practice – Perform mock scenarios using the PDF’s case studies, timing yourself to mimic exam 

conditions.

6.  Weekly Self �Assessment – Take a section of the PDF’s practice exam each week and analyze errors.

7.  Final Review – In the last week, focus on weak areas identified in self �assessments and revisit algorithm 

charts for quick reference.

Sticking to this plan ensures comprehensive coverage of all exam topics while building confidence through

repeated exposure.

Mastering the Algorithms: A Visual Approach

Algorithms are the backbone of ACLS. The PDF’s algorithm charts are designed for quick reference, but you’ll

benefit from actively engaging with them:

•  Print and Post – Print the algorithm charts and post them in your study space.

•  Flashcards – Create index cards with each algorithm step and test yourself.

•  Role �Play – Pair up with a study buddy and simulate a resuscitation scenario, following the algorithm in real 

time.

•  Color Coding – Use colored pens to highlight critical decision points, such as when to switch from CPR to 



defibrillation.

Visualizing the flow of decisions helps cement the process, making it easier to recall under exam pressure.

Drug Tables: Memorization Techniques

The ACLS drug tables in the PDF list essential medications, dosages, and indications. Mastery of these details is

essential for the written exam. Try these techniques:

•  Chunking – Group drugs by class (e.g., antiarrhythmics, vasopressors).

•  Mnemonics – Create memorable phrases to recall drug names and actions.

•  Spaced Repetition – Use spaced repetition software (SRS) to review drug facts at increasing intervals.

•  Scenario Association – Pair each drug with a clinical scenario from the PDF’s case studies.

Regularly revisiting the drug tables ensures you can quickly retrieve information during the exam.

Practice Questions: The Core of Exam Prep

Practice questions are the most direct way to gauge your readiness. The official PDF contains a robust set of

questions, each accompanied by a thorough explanation. When tackling these questions, follow this process:

1.  Read Carefully – Pay attention to qualifiers like “most appropriate” or “first step.”

2.  Eliminate Clearly Wrong Answers – Narrow options to the most plausible ones.

3.  Apply Algorithms – Cross �reference the question with the relevant algorithm chart.

4.  Justify Your Choice – After selecting an answer, review the explanation to confirm your reasoning.

5.  Track Mistakes – Log incorrect answers in a spreadsheet to identify patterns.

Consistent practice not only reinforces content but also familiarizes you with the exam’s question style, pacing, and

nuance.

Exam Day Strategies

Even with thorough preparation, exam day nerves can affect performance. Use these strategies to stay calm and

focused:

•  Arrive Early – Give yourself ample time to settle in and acclimate to the testing environment.

•  Read All Questions First – Quickly scan the entire test to gauge difficulty and plan your time.

•  Prioritize Easy Questions – Answer questions you’re confident about first to build momentum.

•  Time Management – Allocate roughly 1.5 minutes per question; keep a mental clock.

•  Skip and Return – If stuck, move on and revisit challenging questions later.

•  Stay Hydrated – Bring a water bottle; dehydration can impair cognition.

Remember, the exam is designed to test knowledge, not speed. Staying composed and methodical will maximize

your score.

Renewal and Continuing Education

ACLS certification is valid for two years. To maintain your credential, you must complete a renewal process that

includes:
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