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Amazon.fr and the Mercedes W168: A Comprehensive Guide for Enthusiasts

For owners and lovers of the classic Mercedes �Benz W168, finding the right parts and accessories can often feel 

like a treasure hunt. Whether you’re restoring a 190E 2.5, upgrading an 190E 2.3, or simply looking for a new 

steering wheel cover, the sheer variety of options can be overwhelming. In recent years, Amazon.frhas emerged

as a go �to destination for many car aficionados, offering a vast selection of genuine and aftermarket components

delivered right to your doorstep.

This article explores the intersection of the iconic Mercedes W168 and Amazon.fr, guiding you through the best

product categories, how to choose the right seller, and practical tips for maintaining your vehicle’s performance and

style. By the end, you’ll have a clear roadmap for sourcing parts, saving time and money, and keeping your W168

running like a dream.

1. The Mercedes W168: A Brief Overview

1.1. Birth of an Icon

The Mercedes �Benz W168, commonly referred to as the 190E, debuted in 1982 as a successor to the 190D.

Designed to combine the brand’s engineering excellence with a more approachable size, the W168 quickly became

a favorite among drivers seeking a blend of luxury, reliability, and performance. Over its production run until 1993,

the W168 saw numerous variations: 190E 2.0, 2.3, 2.5, 2.5 4MATIC, and the high �performance 190E 2.5 AMG.

1.2. Key Features That Define the W168

•  Engine Options: Inline �4 engines ranging from 2.0L to 2.5L, with the 2.5L turbocharged variant delivering 

impressive power.

•  Transmission: Manual gearboxes (5 �speed, 6 �speed) and the renowned 4MATIC all �wheel �drive system.

•  Chassis: Robust steel construction with a focus on rigidity and ride comfort.

•  Interior: Classic Mercedes design with high �quality upholstery, wood trim, and a driver �centric cockpit.

•  Safety: Equipped with front airbags, ABS, and optional traction control.

Because of its enduring popularity, the W168 has a vibrant aftermarket ecosystem, making it an ideal candidate for

sourcing parts from online platforms like Amazon.fr.

2. Why Amazon.fr is a Valuable Resource for W168 Parts

2.1. Extensive Product Catalogue

Amazon.fr boasts a massive inventory that includes both OEM (original equipment manufacturer) and aftermarket

components. For the W168, you can find everything from engine parts (pistons, camshafts, timing belts) to interior

upgrades (seat covers, steering wheel covers, ambient lighting). The platform’s search filters allow you to narrow

down by vehicle model, year, and part type, ensuring a tailored shopping experience.

2.2. Competitive Pricing and Deals

One of Amazon’s biggest advantages is its dynamic pricing model. Frequent discounts, bundle offers, and the “Deal

of the Day” feature mean you can often secure parts at a fraction of the price you’d pay at a specialized parts shop.



Additionally, Amazon.fr’s subscription service, Amazon Prime, offers free shipping on eligible items, further

reducing costs.

2.3. Customer Reviews and Ratings

Before purchasing, you can read detailed customer reviews, see real �world performance ratings, and compare

multiple sellers for the same part. This transparency helps mitigate the risk of counterfeit or low �quality components

—a critical consideration when sourcing automotive parts.

2.4. Reliable Shipping and Returns

Amazon.fr’s logistics network ensures that most items arrive within 24–48 hours in France. If a part doesn’t fit or

isn’t as described, the return process is straightforward, with prepaid labels and a generous return window. This

convenience is especially valuable when dealing with specialized automotive parts that may require precise fitment.

3. Key Product Categories for the W168 on Amazon.fr

3.1. Engine and Mechanical Components

Whether you’re restoring a 190E 2.5 turbo or upgrading a 190E 2.3, the engine section on Amazon.fr is

comprehensive:

•  Timing Belts & Tensioners: Essential for maintaining engine timing and preventing catastrophic failure.

•  Pistons & Rings: High �performance pistons can improve compression and power output.

•  Camshafts & Valves: Upgraded cam profiles can enhance breathing and acceleration.

•  Oil Filters & Filters: High �efficiency filters help protect the engine’s internals.

•  Exhaust Components: Mufflers, catalytic converters, and headers tailored to the W168’s exhaust layout.

3.2. Transmission and Drivetrain

The W168’s manual transmissions and 4MATIC system can benefit from:

•  Gearboxes: Replacement 5 �speed and 6 �speed gearboxes, including clutch kits.

•  Differentials: 4MATIC differential components for improved traction.

•  Drive Shafts: Replacement shafts and universal joints.

3.3. Suspension and Steering

Upgrading the suspension can dramatically improve handling:

•  Shock Absorbers: Adjustable dampers for a more comfortable ride.

•  Coil Springs: Height �adjustable springs to fine �tune ride height.

•  Steering Wheels & Knuckles: Replacement wheels and steering knuckles.

•  Tie Rods & Control Arms: Critical for maintaining steering geometry.

3.4. Interior and Comfort

For those looking to refresh the cabin:

•  Seat Covers & Upholstery: Leather, suede, and fabric options to match the original look.

•  Steering Wheel Covers: Custom designs that enhance grip and aesthetics.

•  Ambient Lighting: LED strips for a modern touch.

•  Dashboard Accessories: Clock, trim panels, and instrument cluster upgrades.

3.5. Exterior and Body Parts

Exterior upgrades keep your W168 looking fresh:



•  Headlights & Taillights: LED or HID conversions for improved visibility.

•  Mirrors & Door Handles: Replacement parts that maintain the classic look.

•  Body Panels: Bumpers, side skirts, and spoiler kits.

•  Paint & Finishes: Touch �up paint, clear coats, and polishing kits.

3.6. Electrical and Electronics

Modernizing the W168’s electrical system is easier than ever:

•  Battery & Charging Systems: Modern AGM batteries and alternators.

•  Infotainment: Bluetooth receivers, navigation systems, and backup cameras.

•  Lighting: LED strips for interior illumination and exterior upgrades.

•  Sensors & Modules: OBD �II adapters and ECU remapping tools.

4. How to Choose the Right Seller on Amazon.fr

4.1. Verify Seller Credentials

Amazon.fr allows you to filter results by seller ratings. Aim for sellers with a rating of at least 4.5 stars and a

substantial number of reviews. Verified sellers often have better quality control and more reliable shipping.

4.2. Check Product Authenticity

For OEM parts, look for listings that explicitly state “Mercedes �Benz Original” or “Certified Genuine.” If the part is

aftermarket, ensure that the description includes compatible years (e.g., 1988 �1993) and any necessary installation

notes.

4.3. Compare Prices and Shipping Costs

Even if two sellers offer the same part, shipping fees can differ. Use the “Add to Cart” feature to view the total cost,

including shipping, before finalizing the purchase.

4.4. Review Return Policies

Amazon’s return policy typically allows returns within 30 days. However, confirm whether the seller offers a prepaid

return label and whether the part can be returned in its original packaging.

5. Popular W168 Parts and Accessories on Amazon.fr

5.1. Engine Upgrades

High �performance pistons and forged crankshafts are popular for the 190E 2.5 turbo. Many enthusiasts upgrade to a

2.5L “Super” engine, which can produce up to 190 horsepower.

5.2. Suspension Kits

The “K&N” performance suspension kit for the W168 offers adjustable coil springs and dampers, allowing drivers to

fine �tune ride height and handling.

5.3. Interior Enhancements

Custom leather seat covers with a “black on black” finish keep the cabin looking luxurious. Steering wheel covers

with a suede finish provide a better grip and a refined aesthetic.

5.4. Exterior Upgrades

LED headlamp conversion kits not only improve visibility but also give the W168 a more modern look. Replacement

alloy wheels in classic 15 �inch designs maintain the car’s original charm.



6. Maintenance Tips for Your Mercedes W168

6.1. Regular Oil Changes

Use high �quality synthetic oil (5W �40 or 10W �40) to protect the engine. Change the oil every 5,000–7,500 km or as

recommended in the owner’s manual.

6.2. Timing Belt Replacement

Replace the timing belt every 90,000 km or 5 years, whichever comes first. Failure to do so can result in

catastrophic engine damage.

6.3. Cooling System Maintenance
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