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Introduction

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. stands as the first historically Black sorority founded in the United States, and its
presence at Bethune Cookman University has become a beacon of empowerment, scholarship, and community
service. This article explores the rich history of the sorority, its mission and core values, and the unique impact it
has made on the campus of Bethune Cookman, a historically Black university located in Daytona Beach, Florida. By
delving into the chapter’s formation, leadership structure, community initiatives, academic support, notable alumni,
and future aspirations, readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of how the Alpha Kappa Alpha chapter at
Bethune Cookman exemplifies the spirit of sisterhood, leadership, and service.

The Legacy of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.

Founding and Historical Significance

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. (AKA) was founded on January 15, 1908, by 15 women at Howard University in
Washington, D.C. The founders were driven by a desire to promote academic excellence, foster a sense of
community, and address social injustices affecting African Americans. Over the decades, AKA has evolved into a
national organization with more than 100,000 members across 1,200 chapters worldwide. Its chartered status as a
501(c)(3) non profit organization underscores its commitment to philanthropy and civic engagement.

Core Values and Mission

AKA’s mission centers on “service to humanity” and the advancement of the “human condition” through
educational, philanthropic, and community-based initiatives. The sorority’s core values include:

* Academic Excellence — Encouraging members to achieve high academic standards.

¢ Leadership Development — Providing training and opportunities for women to lead in various sectors.
« Community Service — Engaging in projects that improve the lives of underserved populations.

Unity and Sisterhood — Fostering a supportive network among members.

Cultural Awareness — Promoting the appreciation of African American heritage and diversity.

National Reach and Impact

Today, the sorority’s national headquarters are located in Washington, D.C., while regional and local chapters
coordinate a wide array of initiatives. From scholarship programs to health education campaigns, AKA’s influence
extends beyond campuses into the broader community. The organization’s signature programs—such as the Health
Education & Research Initiative and the Women'’s Leadership Initiative—have helped thousands of women and
families gain access to vital resources.

Bethune Cookman University: A Historical Overview

Founding and Educational Mission

Bethune Cookman University (BCU) was founded in 1904 by Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune, a pioneering educator and
civil rights activist. The institution’s mission is to provide a rigorous academic environment that nurtures leadership,
creativity, and social responsibility. BCU’s emphasis on liberal arts education, coupled with strong professional



programs in business, health sciences, and the arts, creates a vibrant academic community.

Campus Culture and Demographics

Located in Daytona Beach, Florida, BCU boasts a diverse student body that reflects a range of cultural,
socioeconomic, and academic backgrounds. The campus culture is characterized by a strong sense of community,
inclusive student organizations, and a commitment to service. The university’s values align closely with those of
Alpha Kappa Alpha, making it an ideal environment for the sorority’s chapter to thrive.

The Alpha Kappa Alpha Chapter at Bethune Cookman University

Chapter Formation and Early Years

The Alpha Kappa Alpha chapter at BCU was chartered in 1964, during a period of significant social change. The
founding members were a group of ambitious students who sought to bring the sorority’s legacy of service and
scholarship to the campus. Early activities focused on establishing a presence within the university, recruiting new
members, and building relationships with faculty and administrators.

Current Structure and Leadership

Today, the chapter is organized into several functional units, each led by elected officers who serve one year terms.
The typical officer structure includes:

. President — Oversees all chapter activities and represents the chapter at university events.
. Vice President — Supports the President and manages internal communications.

. Treasurer — Handles financial matters and fundraising initiatives.

. Secretary — Maintains records, minutes, and member databases.

. Community Service Chair — Coordinates outreach projects and volunteer opportunities.

. Academic Chair — Implements tutoring programs and academic workshops.
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Membership and Recruitment Process

Membership is open to female students who meet the academic and character standards set by AKA. The
recruitment process typically involves a series of informational sessions, mentorship pairings, and community
service experiences. Prospective members are encouraged to demonstrate a commitment to leadership, service,
and academic excellence—qualities that are integral to the sorority’s ethos.

Community Service and Outreach Initiatives

Service Projects on Campus

The chapter’s community service arm is one of its most visible contributions. Projects include:

¢ Health Fair Series — Organizing health screenings, nutrition workshops, and mental health seminars for
students and local residents.

« Tutoring Clinics — Offering free tutoring in core subjects to underclassmen and high school students in the
surrounding area.

e Environmental Clean Up Days — Participating in campus beautification and sustainability efforts.

Partnerships with Local Organizations

Collaboration with local nonprofits amplifies the chapter’s impact. Key partnerships include:

» Daytona Beach Community Center — Jointly hosting literacy programs for children.
» Florida Health Services — Providing free flu shot clinics during flu season.



 Black History Month Initiatives — Working with the university’s African American Studies department to create
educational exhibits.

Impact Stories

One notable example of the chapter’s influence is the “Summer of Service” program, which mobilized 120 members
to volunteer across the state. Participants helped build homes for low income families, delivered food packages to
seniors, and mentored high school students. The program received recognition from the university’s Office of
Student Engagement and was featured in local media outlets.

Academic Excellence and Support

Tutoring and Mentorship Programs

Academic support is a cornerstone of the chapter’'s mission. The tutoring program offers one to one assistance in
subjects such as mathematics, science, and English. Additionally, the mentorship initiative pairs upper class
students with freshmen to help them navigate the transition to university life, providing guidance on course
selection, time management, and campus resources.

Scholarship Opportunities

The chapter administers several scholarship funds, including:

e Alpha Kappa Alpha Leadership Scholarship — Awarded to members who demonstrate outstanding leadership
potential.

e STEM Scholars Award — Supports members pursuing degrees in science, technology, engineering, or
mathematics.

e Community Service Scholarship — Recognizes members with exceptional community service records.

Career Development Resources

Career readiness workshops are regularly held, covering topics such as resume building, interview techniques, and
networking strategies. The chapter also hosts alumni panels where former members share insights about career
paths in education, healthcare, business, and public service. These sessions help current members gain real world
perspectives and build professional connections.

Notable Alumni and Influential Leaders

Alumni Who Made a Difference

Several chapter alumni have gone on to achieve remarkable success:

e Dr. Angela Roberts — A leading researcher in public health who pioneered community based interventions for
chronic disease prevention.

e Ms. Karen Thompson — Former Dean of BCU’s College of Business, known for expanding entrepreneurship
programs.

e Mr. James Carter — A civil rights attorney who has litigated landmark cases on voting rights.

Leadership Roles within the Sorority
Many alumni have served in national leadership positions, including:
¢ President of the National Board — Overseeing strategic planning and global outreach.

* Regional Vice President — Managing chapters across the southeastern United States.
¢ Philanthropy Chair — Coordinating national fundraising campaigns and philanthropic partnerships.



Events, Traditions, and Campus Life

Annual Gatherings and Conferences

The chapter participates in the annual Alpha Kappa Alpha National Convention, where members attend
workshops, keynote speeches, and networking events. On campus, the chapter hosts a variety of gatherings,
including:

* Founders’ Day — Celebrating the sorority’s heritage with speeches, performances, and a banquet.
« Community Service Gala — Raising funds for local charities and recognizing volunteers.
¢ Leadership Summit — A week long retreat focused on personal and professional development.

Cultural Celebrations

Recognizing the importance of cultural identity, the chapter organizes events such as:
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