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Alle sieben Wellen gut gegen Nordwind 2 – Daniel Glattauer’s Literary Wave

When we think of German-language literature that blends everyday realism with a touch of the uncanny, the name 

Daniel Glattauer often springs to mind. Known for his crisp, intimate prose and his uncanny ability to capture the 

pulse of modern life, Glattauer has carved a niche that resonates with readers across Austria, Germany, and 

beyond. One of his most intriguing offerings, Alle sieben Wellen gut gegen Nordwind 2, invites us into a world

where the sea’s endless rhythm meets the biting chill of the northern wind, and where the human heart navigates

both the literal and metaphorical currents.

Who Is Daniel Glattauer?

Born in 1970 in Vienna, Austria, Daniel Glattauer grew up surrounded by a literary atmosphere that would later 

shape his own writing. He studied German literature and philosophy, which provided a solid foundation for his 

narrative voice. Glattauer’s early career was marked by a series of short stories and essays that appeared in 

literary magazines, but it was his debut novel, Die Mitte der Welt(2007), that catapulted him into the literary

spotlight. The novel’s success was a testament to his skill at blending humor, pathos, and a keen observation of

human relationships.

Glattauer’s style is often described as “conversational” and “intimate.” He writes in a way that feels like a private

conversation with the reader, yet the themes he tackles are universal. Whether he is exploring love, identity, or the

complexities of modern communication, his prose remains accessible yet layered, inviting multiple readings and

deeper analysis.

What Is Alle sieben Wellen gut gegen Nordwind 2?

At first glance, the title Alle sieben Wellen gut gegen Nordwind 2 may appear cryptic, but it encapsulates the 

core of the novel’s narrative. The book is a sequel to the original Alle sieben Wellen, which introduced readers to a

cast of characters whose lives are intertwined by fate, friendship, and the sea. In the second installment, the story

delves deeper into the emotional currents that drive the characters, while also expanding the geographical scope to

include the harsh, wind-swept landscapes of the north.

The novel follows a group of friends who reunite in a coastal town after a decade apart. Their reunion is not just a

nostalgic gathering; it becomes a crucible where past secrets surface, present conflicts simmer, and future

possibilities emerge. The narrative is structured around a series of interlocking chapters, each focusing on a

different character’s perspective. This mosaic approach allows Glattauer to explore the multifaceted nature of

human relationships and the ways in which external forces—like the relentless north wind—shape internal

transformations.

Plot Overview

1.  The Reunion: The protagonists, now in their forties, gather in a small seaside village. Their reunion is 

sparked by the return of a childhood friend who has become a renowned marine biologist.

2.  Rekindled Tensions: Old grievances resurface—particularly between the two protagonists who once shared a 



secret that altered their trajectories.

3.  The Storm: A sudden storm forces the group to seek shelter in an abandoned lighthouse, where they 

confront their fears and past mistakes.

4.  The Revelation: The marine biologist uncovers a hidden ecological crisis, mirroring the personal crises the 

characters face.

5.  Resolution: Through dialogue, reflection, and the symbolic cleansing of the sea, the characters find a 

renewed sense of purpose and understanding.

Throughout the narrative, Glattauer intertwines the literal elements of waves and wind with the metaphorical

currents of memory, guilt, and hope. The title’s reference to “Alle sieben Wellen” underscores the idea that life’s

challenges come in waves, each with its own character and rhythm. The “gut gegen Nordwind” portion suggests

resilience—facing the harsh, often unforgiving northern wind with a positive, determined spirit.

Thematic Exploration

The Sea as a Mirror of the Self

For Glattauer, the sea is more than a setting; it is a living entity that reflects the inner state of his characters. The

waves symbolize the ebb and flow of emotions—joy, sorrow, regret, and anticipation. The relentless motion of the

sea forces the characters to confront their own emotional turbulence.

Wind as a Catalyst for Change

The north wind, often associated with cold and isolation, serves as a catalyst that pushes characters out of their 

comfort zones. It represents the external pressures that compel introspection and transformation. The phrase gut 

gegen Nordwind implies an attitude of confronting these challenges with optimism and fortitude.

Friendship and Memory

Another central theme is the enduring nature of friendship. Even after years apart, the bonds formed in youth prove

resilient. The novel examines how shared memories can both heal and wound, depending on how they are

processed.

Literary Techniques and Narrative Style

Glattauer’s narrative technique in Alle sieben Wellen gut gegen Nordwind 2is notable for its fragmented yet

cohesive structure. By switching between perspectives, he creates a tapestry that mirrors the complexity of human

experience. This technique allows readers to see how each character perceives the same events differently,

underscoring the subjectivity of truth.

He also employs a subtle, almost lyrical prose style that is both accessible and evocative. The use of sensory

details—such as the salt-scented air, the creaking of the lighthouse, the sharp taste of the wind—immerses

readers in the setting. These details become metaphors for the internal states of the characters.

Critical Reception and Impact

Upon its release, Alle sieben Wellen gut gegen Nordwind 2 received widespread acclaim from literary critics. Many 

praised Glattauer’s ability to weave a complex narrative without sacrificing emotional depth. The novel was 

shortlisted for several literary awards, including the Österreichischer Literaturpreis and the German Book Prize.

•  Positive Reviews: Critics highlighted the novel’s “intimate portrayal of friendship” and its “poetic use of natural 

imagery.”



•  Reader Reception: Fans of the first book appreciated the continuity and depth, while new readers found the 

story engaging and relatable.

•  The book achieved bestseller status in Austria, Germany, and Switzerland, and was translated into English, 

French, and Spanish.

Decoding the Title: Alle sieben Wellen gut gegen Nordwind 2

The title is a linguistic and thematic puzzle that invites interpretation. Let’s break it down:

•  Alle sieben Wellen: Literally “All seven waves.” This phrase can be seen as an allusion to the seven stages of 

grief, the seven days of creation, or the seven letters of the Greek alphabet, each representing a distinct element of 

existence. In the context of the novel, it reflects the multiple layers of emotional upheaval that the characters 

experience.

•  Gut gegen Nordwind: Translated as “Good against North Wind.” The north wind is often associated with 

harshness and isolation. By pairing “gut” (good) with “gegen” (against), Glattauer suggests a proactive stance 

against adversity. It conveys resilience, optimism, and the human capacity to find positivity even in bleak 

circumstances.

•  2: The sequel indicator. It signals continuity while also inviting readers to re-engage with the characters’ 

journeys.

In essence, the title encapsulates the novel’s core message: that life’s challenges—whether emotional waves or

external adversities like the north wind—can be met with a positive, resilient spirit.

Comparisons with Glattauer’s Other Works

While each of Glattauer’s books stands on its own, Alle sieben Wellen gut gegen Nordwind 2shares several

thematic and stylistic threads with his earlier novels:

•  Die Mitte der Welt (The Middle of the World): Both novels explore adolescence and the transition to 

adulthood, focusing on the complexities of identity and belonging.

•  Alle sieben Wellen (Original): The sequel builds upon the foundation laid by the first book, deepening the 

exploration of friendship and memory.

•  Der Turm (The Tower): Like the tower, the lighthouse in this novel becomes a sanctuary where characters 

confront their pasts.

Glattauer’s signature conversational tone, combined with a keen eye for detail, remains consistent across his

oeuvre, allowing readers to trace an evolving narrative arc that is both personal and universal.

Adaptation Potential and Cultural Significance

Given its rich visual imagery and strong emotional core, Alle sieben Wellen gut gegen Nordwind 2has attracted

attention from film and television producers. A cinematic adaptation would have the potential to capture the stark

beauty of the coastal setting and the intensity of the characters’ interactions.

Moreover, the novel’s exploration of climate change—through the marine biologist’s research—adds a timely layer

of relevance. The sea’s changing tides and the increasing frequency of storms serve as a backdrop for discussions

about environmental responsibility and the human impact on nature.

Translations and Global Reach

The book’s translation into multiple languages has broadened its audience. English readers, for instance, can

appreciate the novel’s universal themes while experiencing the unique flavor of Glattauer’s German prose. The



translation preserves the lyrical quality of the original, ensuring that the emotional resonance remains intact.
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