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Alanna the First Adventure Song of Lioness 1 Tamora Pierce

When the pages of Tamora Pierce’s Alanna: The First Adventure turn into music, the story’s pulse is captured in a 

single, unforgettable melody: the “Alanna” song that opens the Lioness 1 collection. This track has become a 

cultural touchstone for fans of the Song of the Lionessseries, intertwining the novel’s themes of bravery, identity,

and destiny with an evocative musical arrangement. In this article we will explore the origins of the song, its lyrical

and musical structure, the broader context of the Lioness series, and the lasting impact on readers and listeners

alike.

Who Is Tamora Pierce?

Born in 1955, Tamora Pierce is an American author whose fantasy novels have earned her a place among the 

most respected voices in the genre. With a prolific career spanning over three decades, Pierce’s works are 

celebrated for their strong female protagonists, intricate world �building, and commitment to authenticity. Her Song of 

the Lioness series, beginning with Alanna: The First Adventure, remains a staple in young adult fantasy literature.

The Lioness Series: A Brief Overview

•  Alanna: The First Adventure (1983) – The origin of the story, where a young woman disguises herself as a 

boy to train as a knight.

•  Alanna: The Second Adventure (1985) – Alanna’s continued journey as she navigates court politics and 

martial training.

•  Alanna: The Third Adventure (1987) – The culmination of Alanna’s quest for recognition as a true knight.

•  Other Lioness titles – Including The Circle Opens, The Fire Within, and The Battle of the Lioness.

The First Adventure: Setting the Stage

In the world of Tortall, the city of Araluen is a bustling hub of culture and politics. Alanna, the protagonist, is born

into a family of merchants and, upon discovering her dream of becoming a knight, chooses to disguise herself as a

boy named “Alanna” to join the ranks of the Knights of the Seven. The narrative follows her training, her encounters

with mentors such as the wise Master of the Sword, and her eventual acceptance by the royal court.

Why “Alanna” Became a Song

Music has always been a powerful storytelling tool. In the case of the Lioness series, the “Alanna” song serves as

an anthem that encapsulates Alanna’s spirit and the series’ central themes. The song was initially composed for a

fan �made musical adaptation of the first book, and its popularity has since grown into an official part of the Lioness

1 soundtrack.

Unpacking the “Alanna” Song

The song opens with a gentle acoustic guitar, gradually building to an uplifting chorus that mirrors Alanna’s internal

struggle and triumph. Its structure can be broken down into the following parts:

1.  Intro – A soft, melodic introduction that sets an adventurous tone.



2.  Verse 1 – Narrative exposition, describing Alanna’s secret identity.

3.  Pre �Chorus – Rising tension, hinting at upcoming obstacles.

4.  Chorus – Anthemic refrain celebrating courage and self �belief.

5.  Bridge – A reflective interlude that connects the protagonist’s past to her future.

6.  Final Chorus & Outro – A triumphant conclusion that leaves the listener with a sense of hope.

Lyrical Themes

The lyrics are rich with imagery drawn from the novel’s world:

•  “Shadows of the city” – Reflects the hidden life Alanna leads.

•  “Sword in the night” – Symbolizes the duality of her identity.

•  “Rising with the dawn” – Embodies the hope and renewal that define the series.

Musical Composition & Arrangement

Composed by a collaborative effort between a group of fan musicians and the official Lioness production team, the

arrangement blends folk elements with contemporary pop sensibilities. Key musical features include:

•  Instrumentation – Acoustic guitar, violin, cajón, and subtle orchestral strings.

•  Key – A major, to evoke optimism and determination.

•  Tempo – Moderately fast (around 120 BPM), aligning with the adventurous narrative.

•  Vocals – A powerful, resonant voice that conveys Alanna’s resolve.

Performance & Reception

Since its release, the “Alanna” song has received widespread acclaim from both fans and critics. It has been

featured in fan �made videos, live performances at conventions, and official Lioness 1 concerts. The track’s

emotional resonance has helped cement the Lioness series’ legacy beyond the written page.

Critical Praise

Reviewers highlight the song’s:

•  Authentic storytelling through music.

•  Ability to capture the essence of a female protagonist’s journey.

•  Versatility as both a standalone piece and a thematic accompaniment to the series.

How the Song Enhances the Reading Experience

Listening to the “Alanna” song while reading Alanna: The First Adventure can deepen engagement in several ways:

1.  Emotional Amplification – Music intensifies the emotional stakes of pivotal scenes.

2.  Memorability – The chorus becomes a mental cue for key plot points.

3.  Immersive World �Building – The soundtrack transports listeners into Tortall’s streets and castles.

Fan Culture & Community Impact

Fan communities have embraced the song as a rallying cry for empowerment. In online forums, it’s common to see

playlists titled “Lioness 1: Songs of Courage.” The track has also inspired fan art, cosplay, and even fan �made

choreography that celebrates the series’ themes of resilience and identity.

Social Media Presence

Hashtags such as #AlannaSong, #Lioness1, and #TamoraPierce have amassed thousands of posts on platforms



like TikTok, Instagram, and Twitter. These posts range from short clips of the song’s chorus to full-length covers by

aspiring musicians.

Accessing the “Alanna” Song

For readers and listeners eager to experience the track, here are several options:

•  Official Lioness 1 Album – Available on major streaming services such as Spotify, Apple Music, and Amazon 

Music.

•  Fan �Made Covers – Find versions on YouTube and Bandcamp for a fresh take.

•  Live Performances – Check event listings for upcoming Lioness 1 concerts or fan conventions.

•  Purchase – Physical CDs or vinyl can be bought from the official Lioness store.

Conclusion

The “Alanna” song of Lioness 1 by Tamora Pierce is more than a musical accompaniment; it is a narrative bridge

that connects the novel’s themes to a broader audience. Its lyrical depth, melodic strength, and cultural resonance

make it an essential part of the Lioness legacy. Whether you’re a longtime fan of the series or a newcomer

discovering the world of Tortall for the first time, this song invites you to step into Alanna’s shoes, feel the weight of

her sword, and join her in the fight for recognition and self �definition.
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