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Age of Ambition: Chasing Fortune, Truth, and Faith in New China – An In-
Depth Exploration of Evan Osnos’s Insightful Narrative

In the fast �moving landscape of modern China, ambition has become a currency of its own. From the neon �lit streets 

of Shenzhen to the historic boulevards of Beijing, a new generation of dreamers is pursuing not only wealth but 

also meaning, authenticity, and spiritual grounding. Evan Osnos, a Pulitzer �winning journalist and author, captures 

this complex tapestry in his compelling book, Age of Ambition: Chasing Fortune, Truth, and Faith in New China.

This article delves into Osnos’s observations, the cultural forces at play, and the broader implications for China’s

future.

Why the Title Matters: Fortune, Truth, and Faith as a Triad

The book’s title itself signals a three �fold quest that defines contemporary Chinese society. Fortune reflects the 

economic boom and the lure of rapid wealth generation. Truth denotes an intellectual awakening—a desire to 

understand the world beyond state propaganda. Faithpoints to a spiritual search that transcends material success.

Osnos shows how these aspirations intersect and sometimes clash, creating a dynamic social fabric that is both

fragile and resilient.

Who is Evan Osnos?

Evan Osnos is a seasoned correspondent for The New Yorkerand a frequent contributor to international media

outlets. His reporting spans from the Middle East to the United States, but his most recent focus has been on

China’s rapid transformation. Osnos’s writing is noted for its vivid storytelling, deep empathy, and rigorous research,

making him uniquely positioned to dissect China’s evolving ethos.

Setting the Stage: China’s Economic Explosion

•  GDP Growth – China’s GDP has surged from $2.3 trillion in 2000 to over $18 trillion in 2023, a testament to 

its industrial might and global trade dominance.

•  Urbanization – More than 60% of the population now lives in cities, fueling demand for consumer goods, real 

estate, and new technologies.

•  Tech Hubs – Cities like Shenzhen and Shanghai are breeding grounds for startups, attracting talent from 

across the globe.

These macro trends create a fertile ground for the ambitions that Osnos explores. Yet, behind the statistics lies a

society grappling with identity, governance, and global influence.

Fortune: The Allure of Wealth in a Rapidly Developing Nation

China’s “Made in China 2025” initiative encourages high �tech manufacturing and innovation. Entrepreneurs,

especially in tech, find an ecosystem of venture capital, supportive policies, and a massive consumer base. Osnos

interviews founders who view success as a means to elevate their families and communities.

The rise of the middle class has democratized access to consumer goods, education, and healthcare. Young

professionals now aspire to own homes, travel abroad, and enjoy a lifestyle that was once considered a luxury.



While the wealthy flourish, many still face wage stagnation and limited upward mobility. Additionally, policy shifts—

such as crackdowns on tech giants—create an unpredictable environment that can dampen entrepreneurial spirit.

Truth: Seeking Knowledge Beyond State Narratives

China’s information ecosystem is tightly regulated, yet the internet offers unprecedented access to global

perspectives. Osnos notes how young Chinese increasingly turn to podcasts, foreign news outlets, and

independent blogs to broaden their understanding.

Recent reforms emphasize STEM fields and innovation, but critics argue that critical thinking and humanities

education remain undervalued. Osnos highlights the tension between rote learning and the need for analytical skills.

Despite censorship, investigative journalism has made strides. Osnos documents the stories of journalists who risk

their careers to expose corruption, environmental damage, and human rights abuses.

Faith: Spiritual Resurgence in a Secular Society

While China officially promotes atheism, many citizens still practice ancestor worship, Buddhism, Taoism, and folk

rituals. Osnos shows how these traditions adapt to contemporary life.

The Christian population has grown, especially among the youth seeking community and moral guidance. Osnos

interviews pastors and congregants who discuss the role of faith in navigating modern challenges.

Mindfulness, yoga, and meditation have surged in popularity. These practices, often rooted in Eastern philosophy,

are embraced as tools for stress relief and personal growth.

Intersections of Fortune, Truth, and Faith

Osnos profiles individuals who have amassed considerable wealth yet dedicate significant resources to

philanthropic causes, community building, and spiritual retreats. These stories illustrate how the pursuit of fortune

can coexist with a quest for truth and faith.

Sometimes the desire for wealth conflicts with ethical considerations. Osnos recounts instances where

entrepreneurs face dilemmas over environmental responsibility or labor practices. These narratives reveal the moral

complexities of rapid economic growth.

The Chinese government’s initiatives, such as “Healthy China 2030,” aim to balance economic development with

social welfare and environmental stewardship. Osnos examines how these policies influence individual choices and

societal values.

Global Context: China’s Influence on the World Stage

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) showcases China’s ambition to reshape global trade routes. Osnos discusses

how BRI projects affect local economies, cultural exchange, and geopolitical dynamics.

China’s dominance in 5G, artificial intelligence, and e �commerce extends its cultural influence. Osnos evaluates how

technological leadership shapes global perceptions of Chinese innovation and ambition.

International scrutiny over issues such as Xinjiang, Hong Kong, and censorship raises questions about truth and

faith on a global scale. Osnos provides a balanced view, acknowledging both domestic narratives and international

concerns.

Implications for the Future of China

China’s aging population and declining birthrate pose challenges to sustaining economic growth. Osnos explores

how younger generations might adapt to these demographic realities while pursuing their ambitions.



Rapid industrialization has led to significant environmental degradation. The pursuit of truth—understanding the

ecological costs—could drive policy reforms and corporate responsibility.

The blending of traditional values with modern aspirations may either strengthen national identity or create cultural

friction. Osnos’s observations suggest that a nuanced approach is essential for maintaining social harmony.

Key Takeaways for Readers

1.  Ambition is multifaceted – In China, the chase for wealth is inseparable from the search for meaning and 

authenticity.

2.  Information flows shape aspirations – Access to global knowledge fuels critical thinking and new 

perspectives.

3.  Faith offers resilience – Spiritual practices help individuals navigate the uncertainties of rapid change.

4.  Policy and culture intertwine – Government initiatives and cultural traditions jointly influence the trajectory of 

ambition.

Conclusion: A New Narrative in China’s Age of Ambition

Evan Osnos’s Age of Ambition: Chasing Fortune, Truth, and Faith in New Chinaoffers a nuanced portrait of a

nation at a crossroads. By weaving together economic data, personal stories, and cultural analysis, Osnos invites

readers to consider how ambition can be a force for both progress and introspection. As China continues to evolve,

the interplay of fortune, truth, and faith will remain a critical lens through which we understand its past, present, and

future.
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