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Understanding the AFcat Question Paper and Answer: A Complete Guide

Preparing for any competitive examination can feel like navigating a maze. When it comes to the All India Forest 

Service (AIFF) entrance exam, the AFcat question paper and answeris the ultimate compass that helps

candidates chart a clear path to success. This guide delves into every facet of the AFcat paper—its structure,

question types, answer key format, and practical tips to master the content. Whether you’re a fresh graduate or an

experienced professional eyeing a career in forestry, this comprehensive resource will equip you with the

knowledge and strategies you need to conquer the exam.

What Is the AFcat Exam?

The All India Forest Service (AIFF) is a premier civil service that oversees the conservation and sustainable 

management of India’s forests, wildlife, and biodiversity. The AIFF recruitment process includes a written 

examination known as the AFcat(All India Forest Service Competitive Examination). It is conducted by the Union

Public Service Commission (UPSC) and serves as the gateway to a rewarding career in forestry and environmental

conservation.

Unlike many other civil services, the AFcat exam focuses heavily on environmental science, natural resources, and

related subjects. It evaluates a candidate’s depth of knowledge, analytical skills, and ability to apply theoretical

concepts to real-world scenarios.

Structure of the AFcat Question Paper

The AFcat question paper is meticulously designed to assess a range of competencies. Understanding its structure

is the first step toward effective preparation. The exam typically comprises two main papers:

•  Paper 1: General Aptitude and English – 100 marks (50 questions)

•  Paper 2: Environmental Science – 200 marks (70 questions)

Each paper is divided into sections, and the total duration is 3 hours. The question paper’s layout is consistent

across years, making it easier for aspirants to familiarize themselves with the format.

Paper 1: General Aptitude and English

Paper 1 evaluates language proficiency, reading comprehension, and general aptitude. The sections include:

1.  Reading Comprehension (10 questions, 30 marks)

2.  Verbal Ability & Logical Reasoning (20 questions, 60 marks)

3.  Basic Mathematics (20 questions, 60 marks)

4.  General Science (10 questions, 30 marks)

Each question carries a single mark, and there is no negative marking. The emphasis is on clarity of expression,

logical thinking, and quick problem solving.

Paper 2: Environmental Science

Paper 2 is the core of the AFcat exam, testing knowledge across a broad spectrum of environmental subjects. The



sections are:

1.  Physical Sciences (10 questions, 30 marks)

2.  Biological Sciences (10 questions, 30 marks)

3.  Earth Sciences (10 questions, 30 marks)

4.  Environmental Issues (10 questions, 30 marks)

5.  Forestry (10 questions, 30 marks)

6.  Natural Resources & Management (10 questions, 30 marks)

7.  Current Affairs & General Awareness (10 questions, 30 marks)

These sections are designed to evaluate both theoretical understanding and practical application. Candidates must

demonstrate a holistic grasp of environmental science to excel.

Types of Questions in the AFcat Paper

The AFcat question paper incorporates a variety of question types to test different cognitive skills. Familiarity with

these formats will help you allocate time wisely and answer efficiently.

Multiple-Choice Questions (MCQs)

Most questions in both papers are MCQs with four options. MCQs assess knowledge, comprehension, and the

ability to eliminate incorrect choices quickly.

True/False and Statement-Response

Some questions require candidates to identify statements as true or false, or to match statements with correct

responses. These test attention to detail and quick reasoning.

Short-Answer and Fill-in-the-Blanks

Occasionally, the paper includes short-answer questions that demand concise yet accurate responses. These are

usually limited to one or two lines.

Data Interpretation and Analysis

Questions based on graphs, tables, and charts assess quantitative analysis skills. Candidates must interpret data

accurately and choose the best answer.

Sample AFcat Question Paper Format

Below is a stylized representation of how the AFcat question paper is typically organized. This format is useful for

visualizing the distribution of marks and sections.

Paper 1: General Aptitude and English

•  Reading Comprehension – 10 questions (30 marks)

•  Verbal Ability – 20 questions (60 marks)

•  Basic Mathematics – 20 questions (60 marks)

•  General Science – 10 questions (30 marks)

Paper 2: Environmental Science

•  Physical Sciences – 10 questions (30 marks)

•  Biological Sciences – 10 questions (30 marks)

•  Earth Sciences – 10 questions (30 marks)



•  Environmental Issues – 10 questions (30 marks)

•  Forestry – 10 questions (30 marks)

•  Natural Resources & Management – 10 questions (30 marks)

•  Current Affairs & General Awareness – 10 questions (30 marks)

Answer Key Format and How to Use It

The answer key for the AFcat exam is typically released by UPSC a few days after the test. It is structured in a way

that matches each question number with the correct option. Here’s how to interpret and use it effectively:

1.  Question Numbering: The key lists questions sequentially from 1 to 100 for Paper 1 and 1 to 70 for Paper 2.

2.  Option Labels: Each answer is denoted by a letter (A, B, C, D). If a question has multiple correct options, the 

key will indicate all applicable choices.

3.  Verification: Cross-check each answer with your own solution to identify errors in reasoning or calculation.

4.  Marking Strategy: Use the key to verify partial marks for questions that allow partial credit. This helps refine 

your marking technique for future attempts.

Practicing with the answer key is crucial. It helps you understand the examiners’ expectations and fine-tune your

approach to similar questions.

Top 10 Sample AFcat Questions and Answers

Below are ten representative questions from the AFcat exam, along with concise answers and explanations. These

examples illustrate the breadth of topics and the depth of analysis required.

Question 1 (Paper 1 – Reading Comprehension)

Read the passage about the role of wetlands in biodiversity conservation and answer the following:

1.  What is the primary ecological function of wetlands?

2.  Which species benefit most from wetland ecosystems?

Answer:1. Wetlands serve as natural water filters and provide habitat for diverse flora and fauna. 2. Amphibians

and waterfowl benefit the most due to their reliance on aquatic environments for breeding and feeding.

Question 2 (Paper 2 – Physical Sciences)

Which of the following best explains the greenhouse effect?

1.  A) Reflection of solar radiation by atmospheric gases.

2.  B) Absorption and re-emission of infrared radiation by greenhouse gases.

3.  C) Increase in atmospheric oxygen concentration.

4.  D) Decrease in cloud cover.

Answer: B. Greenhouse gases absorb infrared radiation and re-emit it, trapping heat in the atmosphere.

Question 3 (Paper 2 – Biological Sciences)

Which of the following is a keystone species in tropical rainforests?

1.  A) Squirrel

2.  B) Pygmy marmoset

3.  C) Amazonian tapir

4.  D) Parrot

Answer:C. The Amazonian tapir is a keystone species because it facilitates seed dispersal across vast forest



areas.

Question 4 (Paper 2 – Earth Sciences)

Which geological process leads to the formation of a rift valley?

1.  Convergent plate boundary

2.  Divergent plate boundary

3.  Transform plate boundary

4.  Subduction

Answer: B. A rift valley forms where tectonic plates diverge, creating a trough.

Question 5 (Paper 2 – Environmental Issues)

Which of the following is NOT a major source of atmospheric particulate matter?

1.  Industrial combustion

2.  Vehicle emissions

3.  Natural dust storms

4.  Solar radiation

Answer: D. Solar radiation does not directly contribute to particulate matter; it influences atmospheric chemistry.

Question 6 (Paper 2 – Forestry)

Which forest management practice is most effective for enhancing biodiversity?

1.  Clear-cutting

2.  Selective logging

3.  Monoculture plantations

4.  Controlled burning

Answer: B. Selective logging preserves a diverse canopy structure, supporting higher biodiversity.

Question 7 (Paper 2 – Natural Resources & Management)

Which renewable resource is most abundant in India?

1.  Solar

2.  Wind

3.  Hydro

4.  Biomass

Answer: A. Solar energy is the most abundant renewable resource available in India.

Question 8 (Paper 2 – Current Affairs & General Awareness)

Which Indian Ministry is responsible for implementing the National Forest Policy?

1.  Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

2.  Ministry of Agriculture

3.  Ministry of Water Resources

4.  Ministry of Science and Technology

Answer: A. The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change oversees forest policy implementation.
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