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Understanding the Aerospace AMS S �8802 Rev. /D Material Specification

When engineers and manufacturers design components for aircraft, spacecraft, or any high �performance aerospace 

application, they rely on detailed material specifications to guarantee safety, reliability, and cost effectiveness. One 

of the most widely referenced standards in the industry is the Aerospace AMS S �8802 Rev. /D Material 

Specification. This document defines the properties, testing procedures, and compliance criteria for stainless steel

materials used in aerospace structures and systems. In this comprehensive guide, we’ll explore the history of AMS

S �8802, the significance of the Rev. D update, key material classes, testing methods, and how the specification

impacts design, manufacturing, and certification processes.

What Is AMS S �8802?

AMS, or Aerospace Material Specification, is a series of standards published by the Aerospace Industries 

Association (AIA). These specifications cover a wide range of materials—including metals, alloys, composites, and 

plastics—used in aerospace manufacturing. AMS S �8802 specifically addresses stainless steelmaterials, focusing

on their mechanical, chemical, and corrosion �resistance properties.

The original AMS S �8802 was created to standardize the use of stainless steels in critical aerospace applications

such as airframe components, engine parts, and structural fasteners. By providing a clear, industry �accepted

definition of acceptable material properties, the specification helps manufacturers avoid costly rework, ensures

consistency across suppliers, and simplifies the certification process for regulatory bodies like the Federal Aviation

Administration (FAA) and European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA).

Why the Rev. /D Update Matters

Material specifications evolve to reflect new scientific understanding, improved manufacturing techniques, and

changing industry requirements. The Rev. D update of AMS S �8802, released in 2023, incorporates several key

enhancements:

•  Expanded Material Class List – Includes additional stainless steel grades that have become popular in 

aerospace due to their superior corrosion resistance.

•  Revised Corrosion Testing Protocols – Aligns with the latest ASTM and ISO standards, ensuring more 

accurate predictions of long �term performance in harsh environments.

•  Updated Mechanical Property Thresholds – Reflects new findings on fatigue behavior and fracture toughness 

under varying temperature conditions.

•  Enhanced Documentation Requirements – Mandates digital traceability and more robust quality management 

system (QMS) integration.

These changes mean that engineers can now select materials with greater confidence, manufacturers can

streamline their quality processes, and regulatory authorities receive more reliable data for certification decisions.

Key Material Classes Covered in AMS S �8802 Rev. /D

AMS S �8802 Rev. D defines several stainless steel grades, each tailored to specific aerospace needs. Below are the



primary classes and their typical applications:

1. 17–4 PH (Grade 17-4) – AMS 8802 �D �01

• Composition: 17% Cr, 4% Ni, Cu, and Mo.

• Properties: Excellent strength, good corrosion resistance, and high hardness after aging.

• Applications: Fasteners, fittings, and structural components that require high strength-to-weight ratio.

2. 304L (Grade 304 Low Carbon) – AMS 8802 �D �02

• Composition: 18% Cr, 8% Ni, low carbon content.

• Properties: Corrosion-resistant, good weldability, and moderate strength.

• Applications: Interior panels, ducting, and non �critical structural parts.

3. 316L (Grade 316 Low Carbon) – AMS 8802 �D �03

• Composition: 16% Cr, 10% Ni, 2% Mo, low carbon content.

• Properties: Superior resistance to chloride �induced corrosion, especially in salt �laden environments.

• Applications: External surfaces, fuel lines, and components exposed to marine or de �icing chemicals.

4. 430 (Grade 430) – AMS 8802 �D �04

• Composition: 17% Cr, 0.5% Ni, no Mo.

• Properties: Martensitic structure, high strength, and magnetic.

• Applications: Interior trim, non �critical hardware, and decorative elements.

5. New Additions – AMS 8802 �D �05

• Composition: 22–25% Cr, 10–12% Ni, 1–2% Mo, with additional alloying elements like Ti.

• Properties: Ultra �high corrosion resistance, excellent at high temperatures.

• Applications: Engine components, high �temperature seals, and advanced structural parts.

Mechanical Property Requirements

AMS S �8802 Rev. D sets strict limits for mechanical performance, ensuring that materials can withstand the extreme

loads and thermal cycles typical in aerospace operations. The primary mechanical properties evaluated include:

1.  Yield Strength (Rp0.2) – Minimum stress required to initiate plastic deformation.

2.  Tensile Strength (Rm) – Maximum stress the material can endure before failure.

3.  Elongation (A) – Percentage increase in length before breaking, indicating ductility.

4.  Reduction of Area (RA) – Measure of toughness.

5.  Hardness (HV or Rockwell) – Resistance to indentation.

For example, the 17–4 PH class must exhibit a minimum yield strength of 1,200 MPa at room temperature, while the

316L class requires a tensile strength of at least 520 MPa. These values ensure that the selected material can

endure the stresses of flight, ground handling, and maintenance cycles.

Corrosion Resistance and Environmental Testing



Corrosion is a critical failure mode in aerospace components. AMS S �8802 Rev. D incorporates several rigorous

testing protocols to assess how stainless steels perform in various corrosive environments:

1. Salt Spray (Fog) Test

• Exposes samples to a 5% NaCl aerosol at 35 /°C for 1,200 /hours.

• Measures the time until pitting or uniform corrosion initiates.

2. Electrochemical Potentiodynamic Polarization

• Determines corrosion potential (E_corr) and corrosion current density (I_corr).

• Provides insight into the material’s susceptibility to localized corrosion.

3. Cyclic Corrosion Test

• Simulates temperature and humidity cycles that mimic real �world conditions.

• Assesses how the material behaves under repeated stress.

4. Chloride �Induced Pitting Test

• Uses a 3% NaCl solution at elevated temperatures.

• Critical for components exposed to marine environments or de �icing salts.

These tests ensure that materials not only meet initial specifications but also maintain integrity throughout their

service life.

Quality Management and Documentation

Compliance with AMS S �8802 Rev. D extends beyond material selection; it encompasses the entire supply chain.

Key documentation requirements include:

•  Material Test Report (MTR) – Detailed record of mechanical and corrosion tests performed, including test 

conditions and results.

•  Certificate of Conformity (CoC) – Issued by the supplier, confirming that the material meets all specified 

requirements.

•  Traceability Records – Batch numbers, supplier information, and production dates must be documented to 

allow full traceability.

•  Quality Management System (QMS) Documentation – ISO 9001 certification and internal audit reports 

demonstrating adherence to quality standards.

•  Digital Data Management – Use of electronic document control systems (EDMS) for version control and 

secure storage.

These documentation practices help manufacturers avoid costly recalls, streamline audits, and provide regulators

with the evidence needed for certification.

Integration with Design and Simulation Tools

Modern aerospace design heavily relies on computational tools such as finite element analysis (FEA) and

computational fluid dynamics (CFD). AMS S �8802 Rev. D provides material data that can be directly imported into

these tools, enabling engineers to:

1.  Accurately model stress, strain, and fatigue behavior.



2.  Simulate thermal expansion and contraction.

3.  Predict corrosion-related degradation over time.

4.  Optimize part geometry for weight reduction without compromising strength.

By integrating standardized material specifications into simulation workflows, teams can reduce prototype cycles,

lower development costs, and accelerate time �to �market.

Compliance and Certification Pathways

For a material to be used in an aircraft, it must pass stringent certification processes. AMS S �8802 Rev. D acts as a

foundational reference in the following contexts:

1. Type Certificate (TC) and Supplemental Type Certificate (STC)

• The TC process verifies that an aircraft design meets all regulatory safety requirements.

• The STC allows modifications to existing designs; materials used in STCs must adhere to AMS specifications.

2. Parts Manufacturer Approval (PMA)

• PMA programs enable third �party manufacturers to produce parts that meet or exceed OEM specifications.

• PMA holders must demonstrate compliance with AMS S �8802 Rev. /D for stainless steel components.

3. Maintenance and Inspection Standards

• The FAA and EASA require that maintenance procedures reference approved material specifications to ensure

ongoing airworthiness.

• Failure to use AMS �approved materials can lead to maintenance delays and increased operational risk.

Benefits of Adopting AMS S �8802 Rev. /D

Implementing the updated specification offers a range of advantages for aerospace stakeholders:

•  Enhanced Reliability – Materials meet rigorous mechanical and corrosion criteria, reducing failure rates.

•  Regulatory Alignment – Simplifies the certification process by providing a clear, industry �accepted benchmark.

•  Supply Chain Consistency – Standardized requirements reduce variability across suppliers.

•  Cost Savings – Fewer rework cycles, lower warranty claims, and efficient inventory management.

•  Innovation Enablement – The expanded material list encourages the adoption of new alloys that deliver higher 

performance.

Challenges and Considerations

While AMS S �8802 Rev. D offers many benefits, organizations may encounter challenges when integrating the

specification:

1. Supplier Readiness

Not all suppliers have updated their testing protocols or documentation systems to meet the new requirements.

Manufacturers may need to work closely with suppliers to ensure compliance.

2. Cost of Advanced Alloys
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