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Introduction

Mastering English grammar is a journey that extends far beyond the basics of verb conjugation and simple 

sentence structure. For learners who have already completed introductory courses and are ready to tackle more 

nuanced aspects of the language, a resource that balances depth with accessibility is essential. One of the most 

respected titles in this niche is Advanced Grammar in Use with Answers by Martin Hewings. This book,

published by Cambridge University Press, has become a staple in classrooms, language institutes, and study

rooms around the world.

In this article, we’ll explore what makes this book stand out, how it can be used effectively, and why it remains

relevant in a digital age where many learners turn to online tutorials and apps. Whether you’re a teacher looking for

a reliable textbook, a student preparing for exams, or a self �learner aiming to refine your writing and speaking skills,

this guide will give you a comprehensive understanding of the book’s strengths and practical tips for making the

most of it.

What is “Advanced Grammar in Use”?

Published in 2015, Martin Hewings’ Advanced Grammar in Use builds upon the success of its predecessors—

Essential Grammar in Use and Intermediate Grammar in Use. It targets learners at the B2 to C1 levels of the

Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR), offering a systematic approach to complex

grammatical structures while maintaining clarity.

The book is divided into two main sections: the Grammar section, which presents rules and explanations, and the 

Practicesection, which provides exercises with answers. This dual structure ensures that learners can first

understand a concept and then immediately apply it in context.

Key Features

•  Clear Explanations: Each grammatical point is introduced with a concise definition followed by examples that 

illustrate usage in real English contexts.

•  Progressive Difficulty: Exercises are arranged from simple to complex, allowing learners to build confidence 

before tackling more challenging tasks.

•  Answer Key: The included answer key offers immediate feedback, a critical component for self �study and for 

teachers who wish to provide timely corrections.

•  Visual Design: Colourful boxes, icons, and consistent formatting make the material easy to navigate, even for 

those who struggle with dense text.

•  Digital Companion: An optional online platform offers additional practice and interactive activities, enhancing 

the learning experience.

How the Book is Structured

The layout of Advanced Grammar in Useis designed to support both independent study and classroom use.

Below is a breakdown of its main components:



1. Grammar Section

Each chapter focuses on a specific grammatical structure or theme. For example:

•  Passive Voice

•  Conditionals (zero, first, second, third, mixed)

•  Reported Speech

•  Relative Clauses

•  Modal Verbs for Speculation and Deduction

Within each chapter, the content is organized as follows:

1.  Topic Overview: A brief description of the concept and its importance in advanced English.

2.  Rules: Precise grammatical rules presented in bullet points.

3.  Examples: Sentences that demonstrate correct usage, often with contrasting examples to highlight common 

mistakes.

4.  Common Errors: A short section that points out typical pitfalls and how to avoid them.

2. Practice Section

Every grammar point is followed by a set of exercises that range from fill �in �the �blank to sentence transformation and

error correction. Each exercise is designed to reinforce the rule by placing it in varied contexts. The answer key at

the back provides correct solutions and brief explanations where necessary.

3. Thematic Units

In addition to isolated grammatical points, the book includes thematic units that integrate multiple structures. These

units cover topics such as business communication, academic writing, and everyday conversation, giving learners

a chance to see how grammar functions in real-life situations.

Why This Book is Effective for Advanced Learners

Several factors contribute to the book’s effectiveness:

Depth of Content

Unlike beginner or intermediate texts that gloss over subtle distinctions, Advanced Grammar in Usedelves into

the nuances of tense usage, subtle shifts in meaning caused by modal verbs, and the interplay between clause

types. This depth is essential for learners who need to fine �tune their language for academic or professional settings.

Balanced Approach to Theory and Practice

One of the criticisms of many grammar books is that they either overemphasize rules or focus too heavily on

exercises. Martin Hewings strikes a balance: the theory is concise yet thorough, and the practice tasks are varied

enough to keep learners engaged.

Answer Key with Explanations

Having an answer key that not only lists correct answers but also explains why an answer is correct helps learners

internalize rules rather than simply memorizing patterns. This feature is particularly valuable for self �study, as it

reduces the need for a teacher’s immediate feedback.

Real �World Context

Examples drawn from authentic texts—articles, interviews, academic papers—show learners how advanced

grammar is applied in genuine communication. This contextualization aids in transferring classroom knowledge to



real-life usage.

How to Use the Book Effectively

Whether you’re teaching a class or studying on your own, the following strategies will help you get the most out of 

Advanced Grammar in Use.

1. Set Clear Learning Objectives

Before diving into a chapter, identify what you want to achieve. Are you preparing for a specific exam, such as the

IELTS or Cambridge Advanced? Or are you focusing on improving your academic writing? Setting objectives will

keep your study sessions focused.

2. Read the Grammar Section Thoroughly

Take your time with the theory. Highlight key points, jot down personal examples, and note any questions that arise.

This active reading will make the subsequent exercises more meaningful.

3. Practice Strategically

Start with the easier exercises to build confidence. Once you feel comfortable, tackle the harder ones. After

completing each set, refer to the answer key, but resist the urge to check immediately. Try to recall the rule on your

own first.

4. Review Common Errors

Pay special attention to the “Common Errors” section. These are the traps that even advanced learners often fall

into. Writing down the errors and the correct forms in a dedicated notebook can reinforce learning.

5. Integrate Grammar into Writing

After mastering a structure, practice using it in your own writing. For example, after studying conditional sentences,

write a short essay that incorporates at least two different conditionals. This application cements your

understanding.

6. Use the Digital Companion

If you have access to the online platform, take advantage of the interactive quizzes, timed tests, and additional

practice materials. These tools can simulate exam conditions and provide instant feedback.

7. Pair with Other Resources

While Advanced Grammar in Useis comprehensive, supplementing it with other materials—such as academic

articles, podcasts, or conversation groups—can expose you to varied usage and reinforce learning through

exposure.

Reviews from Educators and Learners

Below are some anonymized excerpts from teachers and students who have used the book:

•  Teacher’s Insight: “The clarity of the explanations is remarkable. My students can see the logic behind each 

rule, which boosts their confidence in applying complex structures.”

•  Student Experience: “I found the answer key invaluable. It’s not just a list of correct answers; the brief 

explanations help me understand why a particular form is correct.”

•  Exam Preparation: “The mix of exercises mirrors the style of the Cambridge Advanced exam. Practicing with 

this book gave me a realistic sense of what to expect.”



Comparisons with Other Grammar Resources

When choosing a grammar book, learners often compare it with other titles such as English Grammar in Use by 

Raymond Murphy or Practical English Usage by Michael Swan. Here’s how Advanced Grammar in Use stacks up:

1. Depth vs. Breadth

While English Grammar in Use covers a wide range of topics at a beginner level, Advanced Grammar in Use

dives deeper into fewer topics, providing a more detailed exploration suitable for higher proficiency.

2. Practical Application

Compared to Practical English Usage, which is more reference �oriented, Advanced Grammar in Useoffers

structured practice that is ideal for classroom settings and self �study.

3. Visual Design

The book’s use of colour coding and icons makes it easier to navigate compared to the more text �heavy layout of

some other advanced grammar guides.

Common Misconceptions About Advanced Grammar

Even advanced learners can fall into certain pitfalls. Addressing these misconceptions can help you avoid common

mistakes:

1. “Advanced Grammar Means Complex Sentences”

Advanced grammar is not about constructing long, convoluted sentences. It’s about precision, nuance, and

choosing the most appropriate structure for the context.

2. “If I Understand the Rule, I Can Use It Instantly”

Understanding a rule is the first step. Applying it correctly requires practice, exposure, and feedback. Regular

writing and speaking practice are essential.

3. “The Book Covers All Advanced Grammar”

While comprehensive, the book focuses on the most common and useful structures. Certain specialized areas—

like legal or technical English—may require additional resources.

Tips for Teachers Using the Book

For educators, Advanced Grammar in Useoffers a ready �made curriculum. Here are some ways to incorporate it

into your teaching:

1.  Lesson Planning: Use each chapter as a lesson unit, aligning the theory with classroom activities.

2.  Assessment: Assign exercises from the practice section as quizzes or homework, and use the answer key for 

grading.

3.  Discussion Prompts: After covering a structure, ask students to discuss real �world examples, encouraging 

critical thinking.

4.  Peer Review: Have students exchange written tasks and provide feedback based on the grammar points 

studied.

5.  Integrate Technology: Use the digital companion to create interactive lessons, track progress, and provide 

additional practice.



How to Combine the Book with Other Learning Strategies

While the book is powerful on its own, blending it with other learning methods can accelerate progress:

1. Immersion Through Media

Watch news broadcasts, read academic journals, or listen to podcasts in English. Notice how advanced structures

appear in authentic contexts.

2. Writing Journals

Maintain a daily journal where you intentionally use new grammatical forms. Review your entries with the book’s

guidance.

3. Speaking Clubs

Participate in discussion groups or language cafés. Use the structures you’ve learned to articulate complex ideas.

4. Flashcards for Common Errors

Create digital or physical flashcards that highlight typical mistakes and their corrections. Review them regularly.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
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